EDITORIAL                              No. 109   November & December 2013
Following a lack of input to the last edition, I have an excess for this one. Some of it is quite ‘heavy going’ at times but as the content of the articles affects us all, I think it’s very necessary information to pass on.
WILLAND SCHOOL OPEN AFTERNOON
Do you have a pre-school aged child?  Are you trying to decide which school will give them the best, well-rounded education and greatest opportunities?  We believe that we can give your child just that. But don’t take our word for it!  Come and see us in action.  We are holding an Open Afternoon on 19th November from 2.00 p.m. to 3.15 p.m. and we would be delighted to welcome you to our school.                                   Anne Hawkins – Head Teacher.
WILLAND OLD VILLAGE GARDENS
The rain held off on Wednesday, the 18th September, for the opening of the Willand Old Village Gardens for the National Gardens Scheme.  A big 'Thank You' to the 80 people who visited which raised nearly £400.00, and another big 'Thank You' to the garden owners, and their helpers.  All the money raised from the open gardens goes to charity, the main ones being Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie Cancer Care; Help The Hospices; Carers Trust, and Queen's Nursing Institute.

 

Watch this space, please, for garden openings in 2014, which will include a visit to the Willand Allotments.                Dorothy Anderson 01884 33415
 
Xerox & Wurlitzer will merge to produce reproductive organs.
RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERS.

“With many dogs living in the district, it is important that all owners behave responsibly so their dogs do not become a nuisance to other residents. Here are a few points which should be remembered:

1. Since December 12th 2012, it is an offence if you fail to clear up faeces after your dog has fouled anywhere within Mid Devon.”
Recent reports of dog fouling in Willand have prompted me to reprint part of the article which appeared in the March/April issue of the Willand Mag. Predominantly, the area involved is on and around the path running through the playing field alongside the primary school fence and the children’s play area. Whilst currently a non-dog owner has taken it upon herself to clear up the mess, this shouldn’t be necessary. Please, if you see anyone failing to clear up after their dog, please report the matter to MDDC. Unfortunately, there isn’t a dedicated telephone number to ring, so you have to give the details to the receptionist on 255255. You can give this information anonymously if you wish but the more people who report such instances the better, because the dog warden will then take action, the most recent being that relating to the grass verge opposite One Stop In Station Road.                                                     Ed.
Red meat is not bad for you. Furry, green meat is bad for you.
SOLAR ENERGY

Having read an article in the press recently about Jeremy Browne, MP for Taunton, I wrote to our own MP, Neil Parish, to ask for his views on the subject. The following is his reply and the full text of the debate is on the website given or you can skim through to find out what Neil said.         Ed.
LETTER TO THE ED

Dear Brian, Thank you for your email, which I read with interest. I apologise for my delay in replying.

 

The Government has set out in the National Planning Policy Framework the importance of early and meaningful engagement with local communities and that an application for large scale renewable energy development should only be approved if its impacts can be made acceptable. In the past not enough consideration was given to the impact of solar farms on the landscapes and communities.

 

I believe Solar energy has a role to play in the UK’s energy portfolio as we move towards a cleaner, more sustainable energy supply. However, it is crucial that solar panels are placed in the right location and have local support.

 

To help ensure planning decisions in England reflect the balance in the Framework, the Government will issue new planning practice guidance to assist local councils, and planning inspectors in their consideration of local plans and individual planning applications. This will set out clearly that need for renewable energy does not automatically override environmental protections and the planning concerns of local communities.

 

I recently took part in a Westminster Hall Debate on large scale solar arrays on the 11th July where I mention the problem in Mid Devon. A copy of my speech during the debate can be found here:
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/whall/?id=2013-07-11a.147.0&s=speaker%3A24779#g156.2.

 

I hope this information is useful and do let me know if you need anything else.

Yours,   Neil                                                                       Neil Parish MP
Possibly as a result of that letter Willand Parish Council has sent the following:

LETTER TO NEIL PARISH, MP    -   Solar Panel Sites

The Parish Council write to you to raise their concern at the considerable potential for destroying our countryside and reducing the potential for the Nation to be able to independently feed itself if the policy to allow large areas of good agricultural land to be covered by solar panels is allowed to continue as it is at present.

You have recently exchanged correspondence on this issue with one of our parishioners and he has shared the correspondence with us.  Government seem to be able to change selected policies almost overnight so why are the sought after changes/modifications on this policy being ‘made in slow time’ if we are to believe that there are issues of concern?

Although conditions are attached to approvals for such sites for them to revert to agricultural use after 25 years who will pay for it and enforce it?  Faced with such costs with no return, it would be logical for the companies concerned to go into administration, leaving a permanent eyesore with no one responsible.  We feel that it would be better to impose the condition to restore the site on the landowner (whoever that is at the time).  We know what it says on paper but the practicalities will be much different when one considers the costs involved and the ‘profit’ motive no longer exists.

The geographically small, but well-populated village of Willand in your constituency is in danger of being surrounded by solar panel sites and the beneficial effects will be far outweighed by the cumulative impact of these unsightly sites – not to mention the loss of good food producing land.  In Willand, and sites in close proximity, there are numerous large industrial and agricultural buildings with very large roof areas and hardly a solar panel in sight on them.  Surely better use could be made of this potential facility.

Please find attached a copy letter we have recently sent to a Planning Inspector in response to an appeal which has been lodged by the developer after the application was refused by Mid Devon District Council.  We consider we raise some very relevant points but doubt that the Inspector will have little option but to allow the appeal in compliance with Government Policy.

We ask that you consider our concerns and raise them with Government as appropriate.  We would appreciate a personal response with your considered views.    Yours sincerely…..
APHORISM

“A principle or truth, briefly or pithily expressed.”  The definition of these one-liners, in my 1929 English Dictionary.
PEOPLE MATTER
Nothing to do with MDDC but a group of people at St Andrew’s Church in Cullompton, who have created this charity to give short term help to local people in crisis. Clients are referred to them by professional agencies, such as doctors, health visitors, children’s centre workers and Citizens Advice Bureaux.  Since April 2012 and during the first year, they have donated over 140 parcels of food.
You can donate in-date non-perishable food to their drop-in sessions on Thursday mornings between 9.30 and 11.30am at Cullompton Community Centre, Pye Corner or place them in the box marked People Matter in the Church. You may also be able to donate at Tesco’s.
They also provide furniture to those in need – type ‘People Matter, Cullompton’ into Google to find out more.                                           Ed.
The original point and click interface was a Smith & Weston.
CAMEO

In September, we had an excellent Speaker - Annie Bassett.  She left school having twice failed her O levels and got herself a job as an invoice clerk, where her mentor was to be a huge influence throughout her life.  She married at the age of seventeen to what proved to be a very troubled marriage. Her obvious talents were soon spotted and she quickly rose through the ranks to become the first ever woman to hold the position of Sales Manager at a Renault dealership in Reading.  
Annie then became commercial manager for Reading Football Club, turning their finances around completely. This led her to then becoming the first woman  financial director in the Football League.  It was not all plain sailing as she met with a great deal of hostility from the men who had previously held these posts. Her strength of character prevailed and they then realised what an asset she was. She could see what needed  doing and  got on with tackling  the problem. She worked tirelessly for Guide Dogs for the Blind, increasing their revenues and was working in an Executive capacity in Harrods when the dreadful news came of the deaths of Princess Diana and Dodie,   
All this world of work was, for her, a very difficult time - the break-up of her marriage and four small children to cope with as well. Annie came from a musically-talented family and she herself sung at the Reading Tattoo and was a soloist at the Royal Albert Hall. Her love of singing continues as, among other things, she sings with the Ottery Choral Society. An inspiring talk from a remarkable woman.  
The Walking Group have had an eventful couple of outings. First, Linda our Chairman, fell and broke her ankle in the woods above Bickleigh and had to be airlifted to Hospital and on the next walk they were absolutely soaked to the skin.  They helped to organise our Willand Walkabout and cream tea which was raising money towards our fund-raising Coffee Morning on 19th October for Pine Lodge and Hospiscare. Ten members from the "Singles" group had a wonderful holiday in Mid-Wales, a ride on the Cliff Railway in Aberystwyth followed by a spectacular steam train journey up to Devils Bridge, a trip to the gardens at Aberglaslyn and a scenic tour of the Elan Valley.   
Cameo are having a Christmas Dinner at Oake Manor Country Club in December, replacing the usual meeting in the Village Hall.  The A.G.M. was held in October and Linda reported on a very successful year, with excellent Speakers, meals out, skittles, craft and book groups all doing well and a healthy bank balance. This was followed by wine and cheese.
If you feel Cameo would be of interest to you, please come along to our  meetings held in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of every month at 7.15.

Our next will be on November 7th, when we will hear about A Bailiff's Life.  by Simon Nutt. And our Christmas dinner is on December 5th.   

                                                                                         Betty Penberthy
I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned 

that most people die of natural causes.
WILLAND DIARY            
NOVEMBER

Sunday      10th    Act of Remembrance Service @ St. Mary’s       10.55am

Tuesday    19th    Open Day, Willand Primary School                      2.00pm

Saturday    30th    Willand History Group Exhibition,       W.V.H.  10.00am
DECEMBER
Saturday     1st     Village Carol Service                             W.V.H.   6.30pm
Thursday    5th     CAMEO  Christmas Dinner
Friday        6th      CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE JANUARY 2014 MAG

10th    11th  12th     Willand Primary School Key Stage 1 Nativity Play

Sunday     15th    Willand Church Hall Whist Drive           W.C.H.   2.30pm

Sunday     22nd    Carols by Candlelight                             M.C.H.   4.00pm

Tuesday   24th     Christmas Eve Communion                    M.C.H.   4.00pm

Behind every successful woman is herself.

WILLAND BROWNIES
As I am writing this, September is upon us and we are wondering where the time has gone and trying to get organised for the Brownies to start back after the summer holidays. Most of the last 2 terms we’ve been short on adult help as both Clare and Bridget have been on maternity leave with their new babies. However we have not let that stop us having a fantastic couple of terms.

We have visited a local farm to see the new born lambs and the fire station to complete our fire safety badge. We have completed our first aid badge and some of us are hoping to do our first aid advanced badge this coming term. We have looked at healthy eating and got our ‘Out and About’ badge by learning to navigate using maps.  We also took advantage of the heat wave in June and had one evening playing water games, which of course ended up in a massive water fight.

Some of our older girls had their final meeting with us in July and while we will miss them, this means there are new opportunities for girls to move up into Sixer and Seconder roles and this also means that we do have some spaces - if you know any girls between 7 and 9 who would like to join us. Also, we would welcome any adults who would like to join our fun-friendly leadership team; even on an ad hoc basis, a couple of extra pairs of hands would be much appreciated.

Looking forward to this term, we are planning on completing our Advanced First Aid, Craft Badge, a Bonfire night special, and carol singing to mention just a few.  And for 2014 we are already planning our participation in the Big Brownie Birthday. This is our chance to be part of a nationwide celebration for 100 years of Brownies. There is a 100 years challenge, lots of themed events, and we’ll be attending the Devon County celebration residential event in July.
If you would like to learn more about what we do or register your interest to join as an adult volunteer or a youth member, please contact us via our registration system, with no obligation: www.girlguiding.co.uk/joinus
                                                      Clare, Bridget, Lorraine, Jen & Libby

How is it one careless match can start a forest fire,
but it takes a whole box to start a campfire?
WILLAND BEAVERS

As I am writing this the Willand Beavers (6 – 8 year olds) and leaders are recovering from our first camp. It was a joint venture with Cullompton Beavers and we thank them for showing us how it’s done.  It was enjoyed by all and our Beavers behaved extremely well and did us proud. For many of them it was a big adventure, spending the night away from family and they all took it in their stride. With a medieval theme, we made catapults, crowns and shields, a warm camp fire and sing-song before bed saw most of them sleep well till morning.

I would like to thank everyone who supported our jumble sale back in June - with the money raised we are taking the Beavers to Escot for a Halloween event.   We have just celebrated our first year of Willand Scout Group, with our Beaver troop still very popular.  With the darker nights upon us, we will be mainly in the village hall and this term we are looking at scouting in other countries, as well as a science week and making Christmas decorations, on the agenda.
As ever, we are always looking for adults who would be able to spare an hour a week to join us and our Beavers.  So if you might be that person and would like to see what we do, please contact me to arrange a visit.  Any parents thinking of their child joining Beavers, please be aware that there is a waiting list and if you would like your child to be placed on the list; again contact me, Liesa Milligan (Assistant Beaver Leader) at landjmilligan@gmail.com or 01884 34440 so it can be arranged.
You are not drunk if you can lie on the floor without holding on.
THE POWER OF MUSIC - PART TWO

Further to my last letter, it seems music is even more beneficial than I thought. Not only does singing improve your posture, your breathing, your concentration, your sense of well-being, your memory,  in fact just about your whole life.  Apparently, now it is also a cure for snoring. Surely not, I hear you cry, how can one source of enjoyment be so beneficial?  It has indeed been proven that certain exercises used in singing can help in stopping snoring. So come along and give Willand Singers a try, you can make new friends, you don't need to read music or do any form of audition. Speak to Julie on 821381 and start a whole new life. As a member of the Travellin’ Willanders, I can vouch for the pleasure making and listening to music can bring.  The Travellin’ Willanders can be reached on 34108.                                    Colin Britton
AND WHILST WE’RE ON THE HEALTH KICK….

WHY WALKING IS GOOD FOR YOU..............
The easiest and cheapest exercise is walking.  We are lucky enough to live in a beautiful part of the country so walking can be a real pleasure taking in the various sites, whilst improving our health.

Many  people  are  aware that  walking helps improve heart health and also
assists in lowering blood pressure but research has shown that walking can help reduce the risk of 25 different diseases.

SOME SURPRISING FACTS:
· Walking 180 minutes a week can reduce the risk of osteoporosis by improving bone strength.

· Walking 30 minutes a day at a brisk pace (enough to make you slightly breathless) can burn 150 calories, helping to maintain a healthy weight.

· Halve the chances of developing dementia by walking a mile a day.

· 37% of deaths due heart disease are associated with low levels of activity so  walking 30 minutes a day could literally save your life.

· A recent study has shown that you can reduce your risk of bowel cancer by 1/3 through regular exercise such as walking.

· DID YOU KNOW ..... you are less likely to develop coughs and colds if you participate in regular exercise as it boosts your immune system.

The key is in the word REGULAR - a walk once a week will not provide you with the same benefits as 30 minutes a day. The walk also needs to be at a brisk pace that is manageable but makes you puff a bit.          Sally Taylor
I will never be ‘over the hill’ because I’m too tired to climb it.
LIFELINE ALARM
A Lifeline alarm provides help at the touch of a button 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  The service provides peace of mind to people who feel at risk in their own homes.  It gives people the freedom to live their life independently, knowing that they can obtain assistance when they need it.  An alarm unit is connected to the telephone line and a button can be pressed to summon assistance.  The alarm is also supplied with a remote pendant that can be worn around the neck or wrist to allow help to be summoned from around the house and garden.

Key Safes
A Lifeline alarm enables help to be summoned at the press of a button, but have you ever thought how help would get in to help you if you’d locked the door?   If the ambulance service cannot gain entry to your property they will call the police and ask them to force entry.  This could lead to expensive repair bills and leave your property unsecured if you’re taken to hospital.  For further information about these services please call MDDC on 01884 234383.
My wife says I never listen. At least, I think that’s what she said.

WILLAND ROVERS YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB
Players Wanted – 7 to 9 year old.
Back in April of this year Willand Rovers set up a youth football academy. We are seeking players of all abilities to help them learn and improve their skills.
Free sessions take place every Saturday morning commencing at 10:30 am to midday.  Meet at the Youth Club end of the Village Hall car park in Willand. 
 
There has been a terrific response so far with 8 or 9 players turning up regularly but we need more to consider developing a team or two for league football in the near future.  A friendly and welcoming environment awaits you with a qualified coach to make the training sessions informative and fun. All you need to bring is a pair of football boots, some shin pads and loads of enthusiasm. 
 
For further information please call Kevan Davies a qualified coach on 01884 839 436 or 07944 091 028, or email kevdavies751@btinternet.com  
 
It’s not whether you win or lose but how you place the blame.

CULM VALLEY METHODISTS CHURCH
Village Carol Service:  The churches of Willand will be hosting a Carol Service for the village on December 1st at 6.30 pm at the Village Hall.

Every year this is very well supported, please come and join in singing carols and hearing the Christmas story.  Representatives from different groups in the village choose the carols and read the lessons. There will be mince pies and tea/ coffee afterwards.  Everyone is welcome

Carols by Candlelight:  December 22nd at 4pm 

Christmas Eve: The Methodist Church holds an early midnight communion. If you do not fancy staying up late, you can join us at 4pm for a Christmas Eve communion.                                                                               Paul Booth
EMAIL TO THE ED.
Brian, When I received the September/October Willand Magazine, I am reminded that there is American "English" and the Kings/Queens "English", and never the twain shall meet.  I had to do some thinking to realize that "allotments", is the equivalent of our "community gardens".  Keeps me on my toes, and is one more pleasure out of reading the magazine. Again, I really appreciate the Willand street map - it makes "Google Earth travelling", so much easier.                                                    Daniel Binford, Spokane, USA
You will always be my friend…. You know too much.
ST MARY’S CHURCH
Remembrance Sunday is on the tenth of November this year and An Act of Remembrance will be held at the War Memorial in the churchyard on that day. The names inscribed on the memorial of those who died in action will be read out, there will be a two minutes silence, the Last Post and Reveille will be played and wreaths laid.

It was pleasing to see an increase in the number of people present last year and hopefully that trend will continue. The Act of Remembrance commences about five minutes before 11.00 am so it would be appreciated if you could be at the  Memorial in good time. The Act of Remembrance is immediately followed by a Remembrance Day Service in the church to which all are welcome.

Coffee and Chat

Feeling in need of refreshment and spending a relaxed time with others? If so, The Church Hall, Rectory Close, is the place to be on Friday 8th November and 13th December from 10.30am – 12.00.  It would be great to see you and you’ll find others who will be happy to chat with you - just turn up on the day!

Messy Church – all free!

Messy Church is a time for families to get together to enjoy craft making, a simple Bible story, songs and a meal, in a relaxed atmosphere. It takes place in The Church Hall, Rectory Close, on the third Friday of each month. Doors open at 3.30pm and activities start at 4.00pm.  Finish time 6.00pm.  Dates of next Messy Church are:  15 November and 20 December.  No need to book, simply come along and enjoy yourself with your family.  If you would like more information, do contact Jacquie Elsdon (07710513464) or Joan Wilkinson (01884 – 32509).
Christmas Day is the big date in December. It is the day that Jesus’ birth is celebrated by many millions of people right around the world. We might well not be certain of the exact date of Jesus’ birth but we can be sure that he was born in Bethlehem and came so that we can have life and have it to the full.  Now that’s something worth celebrating!   

In the build up to Christmas Day there are a number of special services at St Mary’s Church to which everyone is invited:

            Carol Service                          Sunday December 15th at 6.30 pm


Crib & Christingle                                 Christmas Eve at 4.00 pm


Midnight Communion                         Christmas Eve at 11.30 pm

On Christmas Day we have a service for all ages at 10.15 am, when we celebrate Jesus’ birth together. I do hope you can take time to be involved in some or all of these special occasions.                     Revd Rob Wilkinson
WHAT IS AN EMERGENCY?

Veterinary practices offer 24hr emergency service for their patients, but not all animal owners are aware of this.  Sometimes they worry about calling in the middle of the night, or think the problem can be left until the morning.  Although we don’t have time to talk in depth about different emergencies, we will highlight common signs in which immediate veterinary attention should be sought:

· Male cats attempting to urinate but not able to pass any urine, or only small amounts.  Although this may be a simple cystitis, some are prone to a blocked bladder, which can rapidly become a very serious condition. 

· Some large breeds of dogs are prone to bloated stomachs (GDV).  This often occurs after food or exercise. They quickly bloat, start retching, become subdued and can collapse.  They need rapid treatment.

· Road traffic accidents are common in cats.  Signs vary from scuffed nails, pain, difficulty breathing, bleeding and collapse.  Animals should always be checked over as some injuries are not always initially apparent.

· Dogs often pant if hot or excited.  If a dog is struggling to breathe or their gums are pale, blue or purple, they need treatment.  If a cat pants or is making excessive effort to breathe it needs attention immediately.  There are many reasons for this, such as asthma or heart failure but they all need immediate attention. 

· Dogs, cats and rabbits may collapse for many different reasons.  Any collapsed animal should be seen by a veterinary surgeon to assess the cause and give treatment as necessary.

· Superficial grazes, cuts and wounds that do not bleed or seem painful can be cleaned and dressed at home.  If there is continued bleeding, discharge, pain or open wounds, the animal will need pain relief and further treatment.

· In hotter weather, heatstroke becomes a real risk. Dogs left in cars, even for a few minutes, can develop heatstroke and die.  They are also at risk if they over exercise in hot weather and do not drink enough.  Be aware of excessive panting and increased body temperature.

· Dogs and cats frequently eat things they shouldn’t.  The common culprits are chocolate, raisins, lilies, rat bait, slug bait, antifreeze, permethrin (found in some flea products) in cats and human medications such as ibuprofen.  If you suspect any of these, call a vet immediately.

This is not an exhaustive list but may give you food for thought when worrying whether to call a vet or not.  Sometimes a phone call and peace of mind may be all you need!                                                                                Vale Vets

THE FIFTH CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW 

Over 400 people turned up on Saturday, September 21st to see the fifth Culm Valley Model Railway Show take place in Willand Village Hall. We had wondered if we could maintain the success of previous years shows, especially with the recession, but this year we improved our attendance figures by 100 extra people over last year.  Willand is firmly on the Model Railway Map.  

Advertising certainly helped with photos & articles in both local newspapers together with our previous article in this celebrated magazine.  I even had a phone call from a chap in Cornwall who was making his way home to the Midlands who had heard about our show on the “grapevine” and wanted to call in.  Another on his way to Penzance stopped off at the Travelodge in order to spend the day with us.

We were complimented time and again on having the right balance for experts and “just interested” viewers, even a layout for kids to try out their shunting skills on those “troublesome trucks”.  The smell of bacon wafting through the hall helped keep everyone happy and well fed by our “ladies in the kitchen”.

There were 16 model railway layouts on show, all new to Willand, as we strive to never have the same layout twice.  This year most were based on locations in the Devon, Cornwall, Somerset area but we still had the USA and Germany represented amongst others.

The prize for best layout, chosen by people using voting papers in their programmes, was Wiveliscombe.  Second was Calstock (Cotehele) and third was Blackdown (set in the Blackdown Hills).  All were excellent models but we are wondering if there was any local bias as all are very local to Mid Devon!!!

It has been a busy month for us as 2 weeks previously we organised a talk by Amyas Crump, with the help of Tiverton Museum, to commemorate, to the very day, the 50th anniversary of the last passenger train from Hemyock through Culmstock and Uffculme to Willand’s Tiverton Junction station.  About 30 members of the public joined club members to watch rare colour slides of the railways in the area and hear amusing and interesting anecdotes of the times.  Amyas always manages to unearth new facts of the area, even telling us of a link between Whiteball Tunnel and Odette, the WW2 secret agent.  An enjoyable (and educational) evening was rounded off chatting over tea and biscuits.  Now to start preparing for next year’s show on Saturday September 20th, 2014 - can we do even better?

For further information about the show or the club visit our webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811.

(Another link with the ‘Tivvy Bumper’ is the fact  the world’s officially fastest steam locomotive ‘Mallard’, on an excursion in March 1963, had to wait at Tiverton Junction for some of its passengers, who had taken the trip to Hemyock as part of the excursion.  Another item of interest at the talk was that, in addition to hearing of the ‘stations’ (consisting of a platform and a shed) at Selgar’s Mill and Coldharbour Halt, thirty thousand tons of sub-soil were removed in order to create Crossways Cutting, under the two brick-built road bridges of South View Road and Silver Street. Ed.)
Whenever I feel blue, I start breathing again.
FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Since our last update a lot of things have happened:  
New Councillors

We have great pleasure in welcoming three new Parish Councillors. Regan Aldridge, Jim Myers and Keith Grantham were co-opted at our last Full Council meeting bringing our number to ten. Their details are on the web site – please feel free to contact any of us with village related issues.   

Graveyard wall

The graveyard wall is finished!  This has taken many years as we have had to obtain approval from the Diocese and the MDDC planning.  Initially we were told that although the wall was leaning badly it was not in danger of collapse and we need do nothing.  As we watched the cracks grow, we knew this was not good advice and eventually the wall was declared unsafe resulting in the approvals we needed.  The only thing left to do is complete the paperwork….

The Gables

As part of the Planning application to develop the Gables site, an S106 agreement has been made between MDDC and the developer to make part of the site available to us to build a Health and Community Centre.  We will make a very small contribution to the cost which is being covered by a grant from Cllr Ray Radford as part of his Devon County locality budget.  The area we will acquire contains the stables blocks and sufficient land to build an extension.  We are now talking to solicitors to complete the transfer and will then have plans drawn up to allow us to submit a planning application.  This is extremely good news for the village as we will finally have the community facilities which should have been provided as the village was expanded.  We are now going to learn about serious fund raising to pay for the development.

2 Sisters Food Group

At a recent liaison meeting with 2 sisters, we were informed that the Willand site has been the subject of major investment and that the problems of noise and odour have finally been resolved with the installation of new equipment together with an extensive maintenance programme.  One part of the original equipment will be retained for use as a backup in emergency and as it is cleaned, there could be a residual odour problem but they will try and do the 
work when the wind direction is away from the village.

Christmas lights

We are at that time of year again and planning to put up the Christmas lights during December. Last year we received a number of donations from the village which were a great help in offsetting the cost.  We have already received a few donations this year and if you feel that you want to contribute, please contact Tracy, our Parish Clerk.  We are trying to keep increases in our precept as low as possible and this is a good opportunity to support our efforts.  We have a three year rental for the lights and the overall cost for this plus the setting up and electricity is around £3,000 per year.

South View Play Area

We are in the advanced stages of acquiring new equipment for the South View play area. We will be using Section 106 funds received from several small developments to fund this with a small contribution from the precept.  We feel that it is important to support this well used play area and bring it up to a high standard.                                                                                      Ray Ursell

Middle age – that time when, having got your head 

together, your body starts falling apart.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

This year we have been joined by two new teachers.   Mr Snow is teaching Class 3S and Miss Lewis is teaching Class 2L. They both have had an enjoyable start to the year and we are having an amazing time with them.  By the 1st of October, Mr Snow had been on his first school trip with all of Lower Key Stage 2 to At Bristol. Meanwhile, Miss Lewis is getting used to the school and its friendly pupils and teachers.  Both of them are having a great time and we want to wish them good luck in their future at Willand School.
This year on Thursday 26th September 2013, we celebrated European Day of Languages by each class learning more about the culture of a different country.  We studied many countries during the week: from India to Bolivia and Kenya to Sweden. We all then dressed up in the colours of the country’s flag or in traditional dress  - there were lots of very interesting costumes.  We also did an assembly which everyone took part in by doing a short performance about their country, even Reception joined in and all of the performances were superb!
Harvest is an event enjoyed by the pupils and the community of Willand.  On 24th October, there will be a class assembly to celebrate Harvest.  That day each child brings in some food which the Year 6 children then take around the village to the elderly people. We, at Willand School, really enjoy singing at the harvest assembly and we hope that you will be able to make it too. 
We would like to remind you about the Key Stage 1 nativity. As you will probably know the previous nativities have been amazing.  This year the dress rehearsal is on the 10th December, where senior citizens are welcome and evening performances will be on 11th and 12th December. Tickets will be on sale through the school office. There will be refreshments available during the intervals provided by the PTFA. We hope to see you there!   

Emily, Melany, Arthur, Cameron, Shannon G, Shannon C, Josh and Beth

A fool and his money can throw one heck of a party.
CULM VALLEY YOUNG FARMERS

Culm Valley YFC recently held their annual Harvest Supper at Ashill Village Hall to celebrate the end of another successful year, led by Chairwoman Sara Spiller and Secretary Gemma Coles.   The evening’s  highlights included a very entertaining speech from guest speaker David Mitchell, founding partner of Mitchells Chartered Accountants in Taunton
. 

The Club also used the occasion to present a cheque for £4075 to Devon-based charity Chicks, who provide respite care to disadvantaged children. The money was raised throughout the year with Carol Singing, an Easter Bingo, a Duck Race, various Cake Stalls and the Late Summer Ball, just to name a few. 
The evening was also a chance for the club to celebrate members achievements during the year with a presentation of awards. The awards were given as follows: Most Points (Over 18) – Ben Tristram & Sara Spiller, Most Points (Under 18) – Maggie Palmer, Sporting Endevour – Michelle Batting, Boys Sports 1st Ben Tristram 2nd James Westcott, Girls Sports – 1st Louisa Squire 2nd Maggie Palmer, Best New Female Member – Charlotte Cunningham, Best New Male Members – Tom Stevens & Patrick Parish, Best Public Speaker – Clair Cottrell, Most Improved Public Speaker – Lauren Adams, TOW Pullers Puller – Ben Tristram & Emily Vallis, TOW Captains Award – Joe Frecknall & Dolly Boyce, TOW Trainers Award – Kev Davis & Kellie Cornish. 
We have also been celebrating Harvest with the community; Clair Cottrell & Maggie Palmer went down to Exeter Cathedral to decorate the Pillars for their Harvest Festival whilst Michelle Batting & Amy Broomfield were joined by Bradley Hellier from Bampton YFC to help out at Uplowman Harvest Festival.

It’s also the time of year for speaking competitions! Mark Snell, Lauren Adams & Maggie Palmer took part in the Call my Bluff competition while Sara Spiller, Emily Vallis, Charlotte Cunningham & Lauren Adams took part in the Brainstrust competition and came a close 2nd.  Sara was picked to go and represent East Devon at the Devon County round. 
Events coming up include Ice Skating, a fun evening at Crealy, and lots of sports including skittles, pool, darts and hockey. Emily Vallis & Michelle Batting will also be attending a Devon YFC training weekend at River Dart Country Park to learn how to run a successful club. Members will also be lucky enough to take part in a dressmaking course & sugar-craft course in the run up to Christmas, with funding from the Laura Persey Trust Fund.

Culm Valley YFC will be holding a New Members Evening on Monday 11th November at Forbes Lounge, Hemyock 8pm for anyone in interested in joining or wanting to find out more about young farmers. For any more information contact Emily Vallis on 07545185147.   Michelle Batting Press Secretary

Don’t let ageing get you down – it’s too hard to get back up.
OUR VILLAGE IS A MESS

This was the heading used in an article some time ago but hopefully things are now quite a bit better in most areas.  The Parish Council’s thanks go out to all those who have willingly kept their hedges and shrubs cut back so that the full width of pavements and footpaths are available for pedestrians and other users.  Thanks are also due to all those who have responded positively to a personal approach or letter from the Parish Council. Sadly one individual found it necessary to make an abusive call to the Clerk. She did not deserve that.
Regrettably, there have been a very few cases where we have had to seek the assistance of Devon County Council Highways Officers to serve statutory notices but fortunately reason has then prevailed and hedges/trees have been voluntarily cut before there was a need for the Council to carry out the work and charge the householder.  Their bills are not cheap!
The help of the District Council Neighbourhood Team has had to be invoked in a couple of areas to sort access and fly tipping problems.  Financial constraints on the County Council and District Council have meant that some of their areas have not been as well maintained as we have been used to but consistent approaches from the Parish Council to the appropriate officers have met with a positive response in most cases.  We are persistent if the need arises and will seek the support of the District or County Councillors as appropriate.

Grass cutting is one of the most contentious issues and we keep chipping away
and certainly this year the feeling is that things have been better – no doubt helped by the better weather.
Road sweeping is not perfect but certainly a considerable improvement on the previous year when the village went for months without being swept. One area still to be worked on is weeds on pavements and in particular areas which have been laid with paviours.  Devon County Council decided a couple of years ago to stop spraying and so the Parish obtained a grant through our Devon County Councillor and we did the whole village twice.  Last year we did one spray and then the County Council decided to do one just afterwards.  This year Devon County Council said they would spray but by the time they did, it was nearly too late.  Next year we will have a rethink if we need the weeds to be sorted.
Complimentary remarks have been made by visitors to the village. On the other hand, to quote a well-known T.V. personality – “Look at my face, am I bovvered?”  If you are not bothered please let us know as although the Parish Councillors would like to see our village looking as clean and tidy as possible, we act on behalf of the whole of the Parish so if we are in a minority and the bulk of the Parish are not worried what the village looks like please tell us. We are merely willing volunteers trying to do the best we can for our community.
                                                                                               Willand P.C.
Apathy is contagious but who cares?
LETTER FROM MDDC ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/DOG WARDEN
To Diane Brandon - We can certainly come and do some more patrols in the field and put some posters up to remind dog walkers to clear up after their dogs and we can see if the situation starts to improve.

 

As for the dog control order, there is nothing in place for this field at present to force the public to keep their dogs on a lead. You could discuss with our legal team the possibility of getting a bylaw in place, alternatively a ‘dogs on lead’ control order could be put forward for consultation.

 

I’m not sure that the necessity to keep dogs on leads would see a reduction in dog fouling cases. We haven’t seen many dog fouling complaints in the Willand Parish field area recently but they could be getting reported to you rather than us! A recently issued fixed-penalty notice for dog fouling in Willand was paid yesterday - narrowly avoiding a prosecution.

 

We will endeavour to come out next week and put up some posters and be a visible presence in the area and hopefully the problem will go away.

(The recommendation is for every offence to be reported to MDDC)

CHRISTMAS WITH THE EXETER CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
Saturday 14th and Wednesday 18th December 2013 at 19.30.
Exeter Cathedral's professional choir returns for its popular seasonal concert and early booking is strongly advised due to popular demand.  Well-known carols and new works will be joined on the programme by some lighter Christmas items. As usual there will be plenty of opportunities for the audience to join in with the 'old favourites.'

Ticket prices

Front Nave (reserved): Adult £15, Student £12, Under 18 £5
Rear Nave (reserved): Adult £12, Student £10, Under 18 £5
Side Aisle (unreserved): Adult £8, Student £6, Under 18 £5

Discounts (for groups of 8 or more) are available

To book, please telephone 01392 285983 or visit www.exeter-cathedral.org.uk/boxoffice.          Pre-concert suppers will be served at Serlo's (formerly the Cathedral Café). Please book these directly on 01392 285988.

 

LETTER TO THE ED. re COMPOST AND GARDEN WASTE.

Hi Brian - Further to our conversation earlier please find below an explanation of the article in the Gazette at the beginning of September.

 

The article did not derive directly from any press release issued by Mid Devon. The Gazette was drawing upon some of the information contained in a public policy report being considered by Councillors at a routine meeting of our Managing the Environment Policy Development Group on the 3rd September.

 

The purpose of the above Policy Development Group is to consider potential new policies and strategies for the relevant services it covers, which in this case includes our waste and recycling service. Any new policies must then be formally approved by our Cabinet Committee before adoption and are subject to separate scrutiny if required.

 

During this summer, Councillors tasked themselves with looking at all possible options for our waste and recycling services in the future with a view to increasing our recycling rate, making the service as safe as possible for our staff and responding to increasing Government grant cuts and therefore budget pressures. The waste and recycling service is one of the largest and the single most expensive one that the district council delivers. It is therefore inevitable in the current financial climate that we ensure it is affordable in the future and we offer the best overall service within our budget. As a result of this, the Councillors drew up a wide list of potential options and service changes which, following the above meeting, they have tasked officers to examine in more detail before any changes are discussed further and agreed. As result nothing has been decided yet and we must examine both the advantages and disadvantages of any changes including those issues you raise in your email. If we do make any major changes to our service we have a long lead-in time due to our annual issue of collection calendars which set out the collection arrangements 12 or 18-months in advance. Realistically therefore, we will not be implementing any possible major changes until some point in 2015.

 

In respect of the remaining food and cardboard wastes (currently also collected in the brown wheelie bins) then we are considering these materials alongside any possible changes to garden waste collections. Options include collecting cardboard for recycling via the current recycling collection and having a separate food waste container. This would enable us to recycle the valuable cardboard and provide the food waste to generate gas for electricity generation, rather than the current practice of composting both. The remaining options for garden waste material include a continuation of current arrangements, a move to a seasonal service and/or a chargeable one.

 

In respect of the administration of a possible chargeable garden waste service, then a number of other local authorities have successfully implemented such approach nationally. It normally means residents signing-up are issued with a bespoke wheelie bin and an annual durable sticker to place on the lid indicating they have paid up for the service making identification by collectors easy. I emphasise that we are at the early stage of considering a range of options including possibly collecting a wider range of materials for recycling (e.g.. cardboard and all plastic bottles) and not just looking at potential changes to garden waste.

 

The next steps will be for officers to report back to our Policy Development Group over the coming months outlining the various options in more detail and for Councillors to then make key decisions which shape the service in the future. We will also be conducting public consultation as part of this process. Until this process is complete then we cannot give any firm indication of what changes we may implement.

 

If you wish to speak to a senior Mid Devon Councillor on this matter,  then Cllr Clive Eginton can be contacted on (01769) 580830. Alternatively, the Chairman of the above mentioned Policy Development Group is Cllr Mel Lucas who can be contacted on (01884) 820961.    I hope this helps clear up any questions you may have but please do contact me if you would like any further information.    Kind regards, Karen                          

                                                          Karen Abbott - Recycling Manager
Grow your own dope. Plant a man.
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME (WCCS)

Hello gardeners! The WCCS is a scheme run by a small number of volunteers who process the garden waste you bring in. You may have noticed we have made a number of changes at the site recently. To help keep the material and the product dry, many of the bays are now covered to prevent water ingress. But only the keen eyed amongst you may have noticed the other subtle changes. We have placed a timber venting system with pipes at the bottom of each bay and by turning the material regularly we believe we now have the best compost the scheme has produced since we started in 2003. 

It is thanks to the hard work and commitment of the volunteers that well over 600 tonnes of residents’ green waste has been composted and over £6500 donated to local causes since 2003.  Quite an achievement and to think all this is possible because the Willand residents support the scheme by making a £1.00 donation per bag! It really is a win-win scenario!

At the Site - We accept:

· Freshly cut grass - place into the dumpy bags provided.  

· Clippings and prunings from hedges, shrubs, soft plants and very small branches (less than 2" diameter).
NOTICES:  

Please help us by complying with the notices displayed on the gates and within the site, which will tell you where to put your waste. This will greatly assist us.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
If you would like to be a member of this fabulous team and if you can spare a couple of hours once every three or four weeks please contact Kevan Davies on 01884 839 436, email kevdavies751@btinternet.com or come down to the site on a Sunday between 10 – 12 midday.

SALE OFFER

Not often something for nothing: BUT you can have shredding material for free - bring your trailer on a Sunday between 10.00am -12 noon and fill up.   

Trailer load of Unsieved Compost  for £5.00 - Trailer to be no larger than 5ft long by 3ft wide and 15" depth. Any trailer with more cubic capacity we will charge pro rata. So come on down on Sunday.

DONATIONS. 
Our selection criteria for donations are that the organisations must provide a benefit to the community, but do not have to be located in the village. For example, organisations which have benefited include the Bramblehaies and College Surgeries. We now invite organisations that match our criteria to apply for a donation. All applications must be in writing and give the following information:-. 
The Name/Title of the Organisation 

The reason for the donation

Contact: Name, Telephone and/or Email address

Post your request to: Mr Tony Mander, 3 Tanner Mews, Willand, EX15 2TY.

“If we devoted the same amount of time and energy to solving unemployment or child poverty as we do to our Westminster power games, we might have solved them by now”.

“The Politician’s Husband” – BBC 2

NEWS from COLDHARBOUR MILL

The WORKING WOOL MUSEUM and MILL SHOP are open to visitors Monday to Friday 10am-4pm.  They will be closed from 4pm Friday 20th December to 10am on Monday 13th January – though will of course be open for the New Year's Day Steam Up!  

EVENTS and ACTIVITIES
Wednesday 13th  November:  The Friends of the Mill AUTUMN QUIZ with Quizmaster Peter Walter.  Uffculme Village Hall, 7.30pm prompt start.  £6 per person on the door– includes buffet supper with tea/coffee. No bar licence available so please bring your own soft or alcoholic drinks!  Please phone 01884 840359 by Wed 6th November to book in your team of 4, or if you haven't got a full team, come early (doors open 7pm) and we will arrange teams.
Saturday 14th  December: The Friends of the Mill CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING in the Old Stables 10am-12 noon.  Coffee & tea, cakes & biscuits and a chat – with Bring & Buy and Raffle.  Admission free - all welcome!   Park in Mill yard (enter via Delivery Gates).
Wednesday 1st  January 2014: NEW YEAR'S DAY STEAM UP!  10.30am-4pm – with100-year-old engines in steam & Victorian spinning & weaving machines in action from 11am!  Displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, & exhibitions: World War 2, early textile machinery, the Puttee Story & the stunning Millennium Tapestry screen.  Visit the Mill Gift Shop for yarns, fabrics, rugs & throws all produced at the Mill, also craft kits, blankets, pottery & other goods produced by local craftspeople & souvenirs.  Refreshments available on-site, or bring a picnic.  Free car park.  A great day out for the whole family!  

CRAFTS AT THE MILL - see also the 'Workshops' page of the Mill website. 

NB Crafts groups will not be meeting during the Mill Christmas closure.

Hand-spinning – the group meets weekly at the Mill  - every Wednesday 2-4pm.  For info, contact Susan -  email sgwasfi@btinternet.com or phone 01884 839782 – or just come along!!  Spare spinning wheels & tuition available for beginners.

Hand-weaving – 10 week courses on Thursdays & Fridays for all levels from beginners to experienced.  Advance booking necessary as places are limited to the number of looms available.  Contact Louise for more information - email: loucottey@googlemail.com or phone: 01460 259271 or 07527 248178.                                                                       

VOLUNTEERS – help to make a difference at this unique heritage site!   Volunteers are always needed at the Mill for a range of activities, including repairs, painting, gardening, helping with school visits, in the Mill office & the Steam Group. For more information, phone or email the Mill office.

Workshop and office spaces available to rent at Coldharbour Mill – contact the Mill office for more information. 
For any information about the Mill and its history, admission prices, volunteering opportunities, Shop, or to book guided tours for school & adult groups, etc, contact the Mill Office by phone: 01884 840960 or by email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk or see the Coldharbour Mill website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk                                                 Susan Wasfi.
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. 
It pays no attention to criticism.
POPPY APPEAL

Firstly, a big ‘Thank You’ again for the support I received for the 2012 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. I am again this year co-ordinating the Appeal for Willand and am always looking for additional volunteers to help.  If you feel you could spare some time to help, please contact me on the number below.  I aim to have collection boxes available in the shops and businesses in Willand by Saturday, October 26th and door-to-door selling will commence on this date as well 
If you require items such as crosses, enamel pins, wrist bands, etc., please note we are unable to leave them in the boxes within the shops but they will be available from the Halfway House, from the door to door volunteers or alternatively you can call me, also on the number below and I’ll be happy to deliver. Thank you in advance for your support. Clare Davey 07595 175560
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Our annual history exhibition is almost upon us, our first since 2011, but there is just time for one last plug.  As previously mentioned this year’s exhibition is called ‘Willand – what lies beneath?’ and its main thrust will be to showcase a selection of the many finds unearthed by our resident metal detectorist, Andy Bush, in and around the parish.  However, the exhibition will also give context for these finds and demonstrate how they provide a direct link to the past.  For example, where accumulations of musket balls are found it could indicate an eighteenth century firing range for the local militia, which was maintained in case of French invasion – or the Victorian snuff boxes found in a remote field, thrown away by a farm labourer, no doubt toiling out in the open air through every weather – or the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) cap badge, a tangible link to when they were stationed at Willand Army Camp (Elmside) during the Second World War – or the lead seals that were once used on bales of cloth, a reminder that Factory Cottages on the way to Bradfield was once a thriving woollen mill – and so much more!  
There will also be additional displays on the Willand Branch of the Royal British Legion, showing some recently donated items and also, the Willand of the 1970s.  Do you remember Willand in the Seventies?  Perhaps you were working for a local business that had to cope with the 3-day working week in 1974, or you can recall the village celebrating the Silver Jubilee in 1977 or perhaps just a great night out at the popular nightspot the Verbeer Manor Inn?  If you have any photos or other items connected to Willand in the Seventies, why not bring them along?
The Exhibition will be on Saturday the 30th November, in the Club Room of Willand Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon, and of course there will be teas, coffees, cakes and other distractions in the main hall at the Methodist Church Coffee Morning.  We really look forward to seeing you there!   

Further to our Dye House Lane walk back in August and having reported on how the section of the River Culm that “flows” nearest to the village is now little more than a few pools overgrown with vegetation, we received a possible explanation as to why this is so.  Derek Rowe has described how, some years ago, he and Rex Saunders used to clear any obstructions, with hooks and shovels, from where this tributary splits from the Culm near Selgar’s Mill (on the way to Uffculme). We have also recently had sight of some documentation which suggests that it was people from Higher King’s Mill and Lower King’s Mill in Cullompton who maintained the constant flow of water right along this stretch, as it is effectively a manmade leat that goes on to the Cullompton mills.  Clearly, water power is no longer required from this direction (Higher King’s Mill is now owned by St Regis Paper Co Ltd) and there is no longer anyone working on the upkeep of this section of the river.  As a result, and sadly perhaps, the minnows and trout have gone, and with them the kingfishers and moorhen that used to nest there.  Instead, it is silted up and choked with vegetation, and the only time it flows nowadays is when the Culm is in spate.
Another footnote to our Dye House Lane walk is with regard to the name of Dye House and previous usage of the property.  It had previously been suggested that the name ‘Dye House’ derives from its involvement in the manufacture of cloth, as “a place where the serge-makers which are numerous in the neighbourhood, could take their serges to be dyed” (F.E. Japes, 1969).  However, it if far more likely that serge cloth was dyed in the main cloth centres, particularly Exeter, and even the positioning of Dye House in the village suggests that this is an unlikely explanation.  Further research has revealed that the earlier spelling was ‘Deyhouse’, first recorded in 1705 (before which it was named ‘Burrough Bargaine’).  This leads to the conclusion that the name Dye House in fact derives from the Middle English ‘dey’ or ‘dey-hus’ meaning dairy.  More research is required, but this makes more sense, particularly in respect of local agriculture; it is certainly the case that throughout the nineteenth century and into the twentieth century, its primary function was as a dairy.  
Finally, as another Remembrance Sunday approaches, we turn our attention to our Willand in the First World War Project, and especially with the century of the outbreak of the “Great War” coming in 2014.  We intend to build on what we already know and research all the names on the Willand War Memorial of those who served in the First World War, not just those who died. For example, who their families were, how old they were, what work they did, when they joined up and where did they serve; were they wounded or did they receive any gallantry medals?  The Memorial bears the names of 96 men who served in the First World War, of whom 14 died, and although not all were living in the parish at the time, this is still a significant figure for a parish that had a population of only 418 in 1901.  Many of the men served in the Devonshire Regiment, but others were in the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Army Supply Corp, Royal Artillery, Lancashire Fusiliers, Australian Infantry Force and various other units.  They fought not only in just about every major battle on the Western Front, but also in places such as Greece or the Dardanelles, whilst the seamen saw action in oceans all over the globe.  If you think you could help with information on any of the men on the Willand War Memorial, we would love to hear from you.  
                James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison235@gmail.com)

 
AND FINALLY
“At this time, we remember those whose lives have been destroyed by injury and the families devastated, their hopes and dreams in ruins.   So much death - so much destruction.  As a former Dean of Westminster once said ‘Language stumbles and falls silent in the face of the horror and the pity’, whilst trying to describe the damage wreaked in the cause of war.”  

                                                          David Dimbleby, BBC, 11.11.2012
