EDITORIAL                                      No. 51                     MARCH & APRIL 2004          You’ll remember back in the July/August issue of last year an article on the ‘Take a Pride’ campaign, with regard to anti-social behaviour. If you have experienced, or are aware of, Litter – Graffiti - Abandoned Vehicles – Noisy Neighbours – Intimidation by Groups – Threatening Behaviour – Fly-Tipping – Verbal Abuse – Dog Fouling – Inconsiderate Driving, etc., Steve McLellan, as the Community Safety Officer, will immediately pass on the details you provide to the appropriate person to deal with it. There were report forms available in our usual village retail outlets – there was also one in that magazine - but if it’s an instant matter, I’ve put Steve’s ‘phone and email details inside the back cover – permanently.                  Ed. 

To the ultimate pessimist, off-white is a shade of black.

T.R-C.C.C.

If you forgot the radio-controlled cars in Willand Village Hall in January, you apparently missed a treat. Fifteen ‘spectators’ turned up and if you want to find out more about it, they’re there again on 12th and 19th March. O.K?                             Ed.

KEEPING OUR VILLAGE TIDY

In this high-density community, it is always difficult to keep ahead of the game when it comes to keeping the roads, streets and associated areas free from rubbish. Our rubbish! While I appreciate that the Parish Council employs a litter picker, I am also aware that in recent months we have seen a group or groups emerge who think its fun to leave or encourage the throwing of litter all over the place. It is perhaps worth reminding ourselves that laws regarding litter still exist.

I made mention of our litter picker Mike Snell, and his wife Marion, who herself  isn’t employed by the Parish. Both are to be heartily congratulated as week in and week out, they struggle to keep the village looking presentable. I would also point out that Mike is also responsible for carrying out a number of other all-important tasks off his own back, in order to enhance the appearance of a number of specialist areas. Thanks Mike.

Can I also include in my thanks the numerous unsung individuals who most mornings regularly clear up other people’s rubbish as part of their daily routine. I know of some five or six individuals and I am sure that there are more. You know who you are, so behalf of those of us who care about this small but important part of Devon, our grateful thanks.

Mind you, if we ALL stopped and considered, perhaps from a socially-responsible point of view, we could resolve the problem altogether.  We used to have a Village Spring Clean week - perhaps this is now the time to resurrect the idea?     

                                                                             Eddie Dennis – District Councillor

Efficiency is intelligent laziness.
KEEPING WARM   

Staywarm  is  a groundbreaking, low  cost,  fixed payment gas and electricity service from Powergen that is designed to tackle the problem of fuel poverty in the U.K.  Staywarm is available to citizens aged 60 or over and consists of a low-cost fixed rate price for gas and electricity, based not on how much power you use but on the size of your property (number of bedrooms). The agreed fixed rate remains the same for twelve months regardless of how much fuel is used. Payment is made weekly, fortnightly or monthly, by cash or cheque at the Post Office or by Direct Debit. At the end of a customer’s 12 month term, they will be informed of the fixed price for the following year and can decide if this is the best option for them again.  

The scheme applies to homes with up to three bedrooms, and up to four people living in them (but only one of these people needs to be over 60 for the house to qualify). The cost is spread evenly throughout the year. The great thing about this is that our prices never fluctuate and you know exactly where you are for the 12 months.  Because you know how much you are going to pay, you can keep warm without fearing the arrival of the next gas or electricity bill.  Joining the scheme does not affect your eligibility to receive the government’s winter fuel payment.

The current costs for the scheme in the South of England, per week, are as follows:

                                  1 bedroom     2 bedrooms       3 bedrooms

              1 person         £7.50               £9.10              £10.20

              2 people         £9.40             £11.30              £12.80

              3 people         £9.85             £12.80              £14.25

              4 people       £10.10             £13.55              £15.35

For more information, call Staywarm (free) on 0800 1 694 694 or check out their website at www.staywarm.co.uk      Some other useful numbers are Dept. of Health Winter Warmth Advice Line 0800 085 7000,  Winter Fuel Payments Helpline 08459 15 15 15,  and the Warm Fronts grants line 0800 952 0600.
How long a minute is depends on what side of 

the bathroom door you are on .

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
The Christmas activities brought the Autumn term to a climax. The Christmas Fayre was well attended and over a thousand pounds was raised by the hardworking PTFA. Many thanks to those of you who attended and supported the occasion.

The children sang beautifully at the Methodist Village Concert. The Key Stage One Play and Music Concert was a superb event which I know many of you enjoyed. The school is justifiably proud of the quality of the children’s singing and the talents of our musicians.

The Spring Term has started with the schools continued efforts to become an ‘Eco School’. Year 6 led a multi-media assembly to introduce the focus for this term which is recycling. The children were told about the importance of recycling and what they can do to help. Mid Devon Recycling will also be returning to the school later on in the term to reinforce this message. We already recycle printer cartridges so if you have any you wish to dispose of, we should be grateful to receive them.

Our new intake of children has arrived from Pre-School and are settling in well with Miss Willmott in Reception.

The school have taken part in the RSPB Birdwatch that this year ran for two weeks. To encourage the children, Miss Leather ran a competition through the school. Each playtime and lunchtime, hopeful ‘twitchers’ could be found up and down the corridors trying to find and identify pictures of common British birds. They were then able to put this knowledge to good use when they were undertaking the RSPB bird survey.  The RSPCA have also been in to visit the Key Stage One classes to link with their Personal, Social and Health Education work about how to care for animals.   Representatives from Devon Fire Service are also booked to talk to the children about Fire Safety, again linked to Personal Social and Health Education work for this half term.

It has been a very busy time on the school field. The new Environmental Area progresses well. The hard landscaping has begun. An artist and labourers (some from the school) had some chilly days just before Christmas creating a lovely paved teaching area from granite sets and cobbles. We shall soon be undertaking the planting.

A series of football and tag rugby matches have also taken place against our local schools (Culmstock, Uplowman, Uffculme, Hemyock, etc) with a variety of outcomes but a great deal of exercise and enjoyment for all taking part!  So you can see the school is busy and thriving and helping to educate and safeguard the future generations of Willand!                                                                         Anne Hawkins
Knowledge is of two kinds. We know a subject ourselves or 

we know where we can find information on it.

BLOOD DONORS
Dates for your calendar this year are March 30th, July 26th and November 1st, all at the Village Hall, Gables Road, usual times.  Have you spoken to Glenda Frost about volunteering to organise the tea and biccy’s?  She’ll be there waiting for you on the first session of 2004. 
If the enemy is in range, so are you.
St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH
I spend most of my working days in and about Willand, which gives me lots of opportunities to see what the village looks like under all sorts of conditions. This of course includes seeing the many boxes put out for collection on recycling days. When I put our own stuff out, there are times when they are quite heavy, and I am pleased to think the contents won’t go into the ground or incur a tax levy.
I also find myself out and about on the days the bins are emptied, and this can bring quite a feeling of surprise and disappointment. Why? It’s to see how often lots of cardboard is put out that could be recycled. (I have no idea how much in the bins themselves could also be recycled or composted) I’ve puzzled over this. Is the publicity not working so that some residents don’t know about the re-cycling scheme? If so – then I hope this paragraph will publicise it. Don’t people realise that the local authority has to pay money out of Council Tax on every tonne of waste put into the ground? Everything we recycle or compost is a saving on the Council’s expenditure, besides being environmentally friendly.

There’s been lots of publicity in the media at large explaining the benefits to the environment of re-cycling. The message must have reached most people by now, mustn’t it?  If people know we have a recycling scheme and choose not to use it, the only other explanation I can think of is that there are some who don’t care or can’t be bothered. Changing such attitudes is a big challenge.

I spend some time in France, and am impressed by the extent of recycling there – and the much lower level of rubbish along the country lanes. It makes me think that they have a better attitude towards their country. Why this should be I don’t know, but if I can add a little weight to encourage the attitude of good neighbourliness that makes folk want to re-cycle and compost – then, here’s my two penny worth.
Keith Horsfall. Vicar

St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH   -  WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

The Christian Women of Panama invite you to join them in prayer The Women’s World Day of Prayer Movement will celebrate its annual Day of Prayer on Friday, 5th March 2004. This year’s Service comes from Panama and the theme of the Service is, ‘In faith, Women Shape the Future’.

Panama is a tropical country, about the size of Scotland, renowned for its wide variety of flora and fauna. It has an attractive and diverse landscape of forests, beaches, mountains, rivers and its most famous landmark is the Panama Canal, linking the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. After years of hardship and struggle, Panama is now an independent nation, proud of the ethnic and racial diversity of its people and its strong Christian heritage. As in many parts of the world, women are emerging as a major presence and force in public life and it is their faith and determination that the women of Panama celebrate in this Service. 

Women, men, children and young people from many different backgrounds and in more than 180 countries will be celebrating this Day of Prayer. We invite you to unite yourselves with them and join in the service at St. Mary’s on Friday 5th March at 2.30pm.                                                                                                     Maria Lee
Defeat is not the worst of failures. 

Not to have tried is the true failure.

PARISH LENGTHSMEN

Some months back we had a short article about this first foray into highway maintenance. The name derives from the fact the road network was once divided up into ‘lengths’, usually of 4 or 5 miles, with a man in charge of each section. The man who does the necessary work in Willand now is Willy Pyke and he’ll be here in April – I’m sure he would appreciate a ‘Hello’ if you see him. Devon County Council has recently produced a small leaflet explaining the history and current activities of the craft. If you would like a copy, I have a few left, or for more info, call the Local Service Group on 01884 252557                                                       Ed.

COUNCIL TAX  CHARGE 2004/5
Following last years cumulative 18.2% increase in the Council Charge, at the time of going to press I can tell you that any proposed Mid Devon District Council increase will be pegged at 2.3%, which was agreed by a vote of the Council in July 2003. Since then, the Council and its Officers have been locked into numerous cost saving exercises and management projects but at the same time we have been striving to safeguard essential services. While this has not been easy, a great deal has been achieved. Given the continued reduction in Central Government funding, as well as other governmental budget variations, the council remains confident it can honour its July proposal.

Mid Devon is the designated collector for all tax contributions. That means we collect for Devon County Council, for the Parish Councils, the Police Authority and for the first time this year the Fire & Rescue Service. These four separate organisations submit their own tax increase and if you add the five together and divide accordingly, this gives you the overall figure. Last year that was 18.2%, with 11.2% being the Mid Devon contribution. This year, with Mid Devon’s projection of  2.3%,  we hope this will set the standard. Devon County have made some reductions, but then they should have, given that previously their figures included the budget for the Fire & Rescue Service, which as I have already said, now submits its own figures
It is perhaps worth mentioning that of every pound collected by Mid Devon as the Collecting body, just 12p goes into the District Councils funds. When you receive this years annual Council Charge Bill, take a careful look at the individual breakdown of each of the five agencies and then ask about good value for money

I know that Mid Devon has smart new offices.  I am also aware of the cost, but it has taken 30 years to save up and purchase. The benefits are that as an Authority, it has not been saddled with a massive long-term mortgage problem. It has also sold off the numerous buildings it had been using for years, all of which created untold on-costs. We also have a smart new Leisure Centre, again, this is now paid for. This month  sees the opening of the new Tiverton Hospital, which, although funded by the NHS, it is a further enhancement to the services here and for the residents of Mid Devon.

I know that you can argue this is right or that is wrong - what I am seeking to do is highlight the fact that as an authority, Mid Devon is doing its’ bit to reduce the impact it makes against your income.                                    Thanks,    Eddie Dennis. 

The right to do something does not mean that doing it is right.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Our Annual General Meeting in December was made all the more interesting by members participating in a “fun” quiz whilst they were drinking wine and eating mince pies. We all ended up with prizes, as the teams were very close. Thank you to Jean Foster and Bobby MacDonnell for organising it. Mr Stan Taylor was re-elected as Chairman and Mrs Carol Allan as Secretary. Mr Norman Darby decided to retire as Treasurer after a sterling year’s work and has been replaced by Mr Brian Carlson. 

We have now finalised our programme for 2004 and set the schedule for this year’s Annual Flower Show, which will be held on Saturday, 14th August. We hope that this year there will not be a hot spell like the one in 2003 in the weeks running up to the Show. The unusually hot weather led to many flowers going over their best and also a drop in visitor numbers. The Annual Show is tailored especially for amateurs, so everyone in the village and around is welcome to enter. There are classes for craft, cookery, photography, painting and wine making, as well as the usual flower and vegetable classes. For a copy of the schedule, please contact Mrs Allan on 33828.

Our first meeting for 2004 is on March 10th and the speaker will talk about “Growing Vegetables in a Pot”. April’s talk will be on 14th April – “Ornamental Grasses”. The Club meets at 7.30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month from March to December (except June and August). Visitors are welcome for a small donation of 50 pence, which will be deducted from their membership fee of £2.50, if they decided to join later. Membership does entitle you to discounts at some Garden Centres, so you can soon save the cost.

We will be taking part in the Pottinger Cup Challenge with 3 other local Garden Clubs at the end of March and hope to emulate our dummy run’s success.  We look forward to seeing you.  For further details, please contact Carol Allan on 33828.

Borrow money from pessimists – they don’t expect it back.

A LOAD OF RUBBISH

According to Which? Online, the U.K. has some of the worst recycling rates in the Western world and is in danger of reaching waste crisis point.  In fact, on average, every household throws away 1 tonne of rubbish each year, amounting to over thirty million tonnes in the U.K. alone.

It is increasing for a number of reasons, including new packaging and technology, lifestyle changes and a reliance on fast and convenience food, greater affluence leading to increased consumption of goods and the growing population, says www.recycle-more.co.uk  a website dedicated to the cause.
What people don’t realise is that over three-quarters of household waste could be recycled, reduced or reused.  The alternatives – incineration and the use of landfill sites – are both harmful to human health and the environment.  So, for a resolution this year that doesn’t involve giving anything up (including your health), the next time you throw something in the bin, ask yourself if it’s likely to do you harm or cost you money.  In this village we’re lucky enough to have a composting and also a kerbside re-cycling facility – please make the effort and use it.       Ministry Matters
The early bird may get the worm but the second mouse gets the cheese.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

Thank you very much to everyone who supported our coffee morning on 31st January. The weather was not very good but you still came out to support us - it is very much appreciated. We will be holding a jumble sale in the youth club on 20th March from 2.30 p.m.

We have a great group of youngsters who come to the youth club but unfortunately there seems to be a small element that wish to spoil it for those who enjoy it.  On Monday, 2nd of Feb someone thought it was a good idea to throw stones at the windows facing the park - luckily there was no one in this room at the time but if there had been, someone could have been hurt. 

Now we are faced with yet another bill to replace 3 windows. Obviously if this sort of behaviour continues, we won't be able to carry on as we don't have a bottomless bank account. We have always tried to keep the youth club reasonably priced so that any child who wishes to come can afford to do so. It is the only place I am aware of in the village that youngsters can go, but we are reliant on a small number of volunteers to keep the place open. It would be a great shame for the youngsters who love coming to the club to lose it, and very unfair for them to be the ones who suffer when it is not them who think it’s a good idea to destroy other people’s property. I hope anyone who has damaged the youth club or anywhere else will now stop thinking about themselves and STOP!  Let those who enjoy the youth club continue to do so.                                                                                                Frances Wilcox
WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL
Precept details for 2003/2004 and proposals for 2004/2005

EXPENDITURE                                               2003/2004                2004/2005

        Allotments

Rent                                                                       300.00                      350.00

Maintenance                                                          250.00                      300.00

        Cemetery/Churchyard
Grass Cutting                                                      1500.00                    1500.00

Water Rate                                                              40.00                        40.00

Waste Bin                                                              150.00                      150.00

Hedge Cutting                                                       300.00                      300.00

Miscellaneous                                                       100.00                      250.00

        Playing Field
Repair of Cycle track                                            200.00                       200.00
Grass Cutting                                                       450.00                       450.00

Repairs and Maintenance                                    400.00                     1800.00

Litter Bins                                                             150.00                       150.00

Dog Bins                                                               250.00                       600.00
Equipment                           
800.00
1000.00
Lighting
300.00
300.00

Inspection
200.00
200.00

        Grants & Donations

3000.00
Royal British Legion
50.00
50.00
Culm Vale Car Ass.
100.00

Church Porch Roof
440.00

Local Grants
1200.00

Allotment Trough
1000.00

Tennis Club
400.00

School Nature Reserve
500.00

Victim Support
100.00

        Administration
Clerk’s Expenses
80.00
80.00

Telephone
350.00
500.00
Stationery
350.00
300.00
Computer Expenses
50.00
200.00

Insurance
550.00
550.00
Audit Fees
300.00
350.00
Subscriptions
200.00
380.00
Meeting Rooms
300.00
350.00

Bus Shelters
200.00
100.00
Parish Magazine
4500.00
5000.00
Planning
100.00
200.00
Misc.
100.00
0.00

Hire of Photocopier
500.00
200.00
Bank Charges
0.00
0.00

Salaries/Wages & Nat. Ins.
8000.00
8500.00
Bird Box Cleaning & Report
80.00
160.00
Maintenance of Clock
100.00
100.00

Election Costs
1000.00
0.00

Parish Notice Board
25.00
25.00
Village Enhancements
1000.00
2000.00
Meeting place Shelter Base,
200.00
0.00

Staff/Councillor Training Courses
200.00
150.00
          TOTAL EXPENDITURE
27365.00
29785.00

INCOME

Burial Fees
1500.00
1500.00
Grants
0.00
120.00
Allotment Rents
350.00
420.00
Magazine Advertising
2500.00
2500.00
Play Area Grants
1500.00
600.00
Bank Interest
250.00
200.00
Miscellaneous
0.00
0.00
VAT refund
100.00
0.00

          TOTAL INCOME
6200.00
5340.00

               Proposed  Precept for 2004/2005 
    
24445.00

                                 (Precept for 2003/2004)
21165.00

    Please note that Grants and Donations for the year are yet to be agreed.
WILLAND DIARY

March

Monday              1st   Culm District Flower Club,                 W.V.H.,               2.15pm

Tuesday             2nd   Willand Rovers Bingo,                        W.V.H.,               7.30pm

Thursday            4th   CAMEO,                                              W.V.H.,               7.15pm

Friday                5th  Women’s World Day of Prayer,  St. Mary’s Church        2.30pm

Saturday            6th    CAMEO  Coffee Morning                    W.V.H.,            10.15am

Tuesday             9th   British Legion Bingo,                            W.V.H.,              7.30pm
Wednesday      10th   Devon in Touch Roadshow,    FREE,  W.V.H.,    3.00 – 7.00pm

Wednesday      10th   Willand Garden Club – Growing Veg in a Pot, W.V.H., 7.30pm

Thursday          11th   Over 60’s Club Annual General Meeting,  W.V.H.,        2.15pm

Saturday           13th   Willand Garden Club Coffee Morning, W.V.H.,           10.15am

Tuesday            16th   Willand Rovers Bingo,                          W.V.H.,             7.30pm

Friday               19th  Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club,    W.V.H.,             6.00pm

Saturday           20th   Willand Youth Club Jumble Sale,                                    2.30pm

Tuesday           23rd   Pre-School Easter Coffee Morning,       W.V.H., 

Wednesday      24th   Coldharbour Mill     A.G.M.,                                            7.30pm

Friday              26th   Village Hall Whist Drive,                      W.V.H.,              7.45pm   

Tuesday           30th   Blood Donors - form an orderly queue - W.V.H.

April
Thursday            1st   CAMEO                                                 W.V.H.,             7.15pm

Friday                2nd   T.R-C.C.C.                                             W.V.H.,             6.00pm

Monday             5th    Culm District Flower Club,                   W.V.H.,             2.15pm

Tuesday             6th    Willand Rovers Bingo                           W.V.H.,             7.30pm

Thursday           8th    Over 60’s Club,                                      W.V.H.,             2.15pm
FRIDAY         9TH      CUT-OFF  FOR  MAY  MAGAZINE.    POSITIVELY!!!

Tuesday           13th    British Legion Bingo,                            W.V.H.,             7.30pm

Wednesday      14th    Willand Garden Club – Ornamental Grasses – W.V.H., 7.30pm

Tuesday           20th    Willand Rovers Bingo,                          W.V.H.,             7.30pm

Saturday          24th     Willand Village Hall Bingo,                 W.V.H.,           10.15am

Friday             30th      Willand Village Hall Whist Drive        W.V.H.,             7.45pm      
If you want the rainbow, you have to put up with the rain.
COLLEGE SURGERY PARTNERSHIP.

A new Newsletter is available at your local Surgery. Please pick up a copy, which you will find extremely useful.  There are a few copies on audiotape for loan to those who are visually handicapped. We would like to get a wider readership, so if you are able to give a copy to other patients, we would be most grateful if you would do so.  If you are able to distribute copies in your own locality, please let the Surgery know.                 

Early to rise, early to bed, makes someone healthy but socially dead

IS IT ME??

Skimming stones across water - the record, apparently is 38 bounces, set in 1994. Some researchers, who were being paid for their efforts one assumes, have declared that “the ‘magic’ angle is expected to maximise the number of bounces because the amount of energy dissipated during a collision (with the water) is directly proportionate to the collision time”.  Some other ‘intellectual giants’, at Cambridge University, have discovered that “keeping a cat indoors at night may reduce the risk that it will be killed or injured in a road accident”. It’s also been assessed that the homeless are four times more likely to die early than those who live with a roof over their heads, the Journal of Clinical Nutrition reports that big portions of food might contribute to obesity, whilst the Institute of Advanced Motorists says it’s safer to drive through towns in third gear – assuming the traffic is moving. Judging by the frequent use of the words ‘might & may’, they’re leaving the door open for another salary-earning study at some time in the future.                                                       Ed.
Bad habits are like a comfortable bed – 

easy to get into but hard to get out of.

DEVON IN TOUCH

The Devon In Touch Roadshow has been booked for Wednesday 10th March between 3pm and 7pm, in the Village Hall Car Park. The service was commissioned by Devon County Council, using Government money, to build a specially designed truck to use as a public computer suite and information centre. Additionally it works with BBC Radio Devon to keep in touch with rural communities in Devon and they will also be in attendance for the event.    
The service's remit is to encourage adults with little or no experience of computers and the internet to 'have a go'. There is no charge to use the facility. Visitors to the truck, affectionately known as Doris, receive individual attention to help them get the most from their visit. The crew on board are also happy to answer questions about local government services.

We have found that many older people, if encouraged to do so, enjoy having a go on the computers. The oldest person to use the Devon In Touch facility so far, is a lady in her 90s who has a computer but had only used it for email. She enjoyed her first surfing experience and felt she could progress with it at home.  The only attributes required to surf the web are the ability to read, have two usable fingers and want to find something out!                                            Lisa Wilson – D.C.C. 01392 383653.

Education should include knowledge of what to do with it.

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING & RECYCLING
Oh well, Xmas is over and a New Year has started. The year of the Monkey, according to the Chinese calendar and boy have we have trouble with some Willand monkeys. There are some in our community who delight in destroying everyone else's property and they took it out on us during the first week or so in January. Our shed has had its 3 windows smashed, hence the wood now in place of glass. Instead of being angry, we are very disappointed that we or anyone else should have to put up with mindless acts like this. If those responsible are reading this, we hope that you will cease and let us get on with our work, please. 

We promised some details on how you can build your own compost heap at home. Part 1 was last time, here’s Part 2 - Think of a compost pile as having loads of micro-organisms liberating the nutrients of the decaying materials, so they can be recovered and reused by new plants - just like nature in the forests. A heap made by using the right mix of materials (see part 1) and greater in size than a cubic metre. This will rapidly heat up and let the micro-organisms get to work - as it is their ideal environment! Depending on the mix and method you use, your compost will be ready in anything from 1 month to 1 year. Remember though, turning regularly speeds the process and even the most difficult of materials will rot down eventually, so you are in a no-lose situation. Fresh compost has a pleasant aroma and foul odour only happens when there is lack of oxygen or when the heap consists of too much green material. Keep turning, mix in some brown materials and that will stop the unpleasant smell from happening. Happy composting!

This is a relatively quiet time for us but that does not mean we are not working hard. Product is still being brought to us and this needs to be processed, plus existing product turned regularly. We have extended our bins and are now moving and turning the product more regularly.  As things are really hotting up on site, we will very soon require skills in concreting, woodwork, and sieving as well as general labouring, so if you can give us a hand please do come down one Sunday morning and check out the work schedule.  Willand Composting needs YOU!   Please contact us if you can – the number’s inside the front cover.                           Steve Betsworth
When one door of happiness closes, another opens, but we often look so long at the closed door that we don’t see the other one. 
WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

At a recent Church Council meeting, we considered plans to work more closely with Cullompton Methodist Church. There’ll be more information on this later in the year. We will be joining our friends at St Mary’s for a Women’s World Day of Prayer at 2.30pm on Friday March 5th and all ladies are welcome. Later in the month, on March 21st, you are warmly welcome to join us for our Mothering Sunday Service at 10.30am. 

Cullompton Methodist Church will be joining us for an Easter Day Service on April 11th at 9.30am, taken by our own Minister Rev. Alan Taylor.  Do come along and join our celebrations. Each month we hold coffee mornings at 10.00am on the first Thursday.  Do join us if you can on March 4th or April 1st.                       Syd Howell
FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL

The Richard Fox evening was another successful social event, more than 60 of you turned out to listen to him talking about the ‘City of Truro’ engine which topped 100 mph between the White Ball tunnel and Wellington, along with other interesting items.   A very nice buffet was then enjoyed by everyone after the talk, which made a pleasant finish to an extremely interesting evening. Many thanks once again to Richard and here’s to the next session!

MARCH: A reminder that it is once again time for the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING!  The date is Wednesday, 24th March at the Mill, commencing at 7.30pm.  If you know of anyone who might be interested in serving the Friend’s Committee, or forming a small fundraising only group, please make sure you nominate them – with their permission of course!

APRIL: At the moment we have a definite date, i.e. Easter Saturday – 10th April – for our Seasonal Coffee Morning at the Mill from 10.30am. Tea/Coffee & biscuits, usual bring and buy stalls of home produce and bric-a-brac plus an Easter raffle.  

I have been asked to mention the following, which comes from the Trustees of the Mill:  Water Wheel Project – The work of restoring the wheel is beginning. Funding is in place but there is still a need to provide additional funds to cover expenses that will have to be met to complete the project. The trustees of Coldharbour Mill are therefore offering a unique opportunity to support the restoration by inviting you to Adopt A Bucket!!
The wheel is driven by the force of water from the Mill Leat acting on the 48 ‘buckets’ that are spaced around the wheel rim. For a minimum payment of £25, you can ‘adopt’ one of these buckets and in return you will receive a numbered certificate and your name will appear on a plaque near the Wheel.  If you would like to adopt a bucket for yourself – or as a gift to someone else, please contact Coldharbour Mill. Uffculme, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3EE, or you can ‘phone 01884 840960 or email info@coldharbourmill.org.uk                     Margot Shergold 
It’s easy to get lost in thought if it’s not familiar territory to you.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Some good news at last. We finally have a new caretaker, Mrs Trish Harrogate. She started work in the middle of January and has certainly made life a lot easier for the volunteers who have been locking up for the past 2 years. She will take a while to settle in to the various routines, so please be patient. We hope that the users of the Hall will treat her with courtesy and respect and make her job as easy as possible. Caretakers are very hard to find!   

Mrs Nina Willis is continuing to run the monthly Whist Dives for the Village Hall on 

the 4th Friday of each month. She  has  support  from outside the area, but few people 

from the Village. Why don’t you go along? There are always good prizes and a draw

We have had a few problems with users not clearing away properly after events. It is a condition of hire that the Hall is left as found. We obviously do not expect the floors to be washed, but any spillages should be mopped up immediately, chairs and tables put away and floors swept if necessary. Sometimes bookings run back to back, so please leave the premises as you would hope to find them. If you are having an event which generates a lot of rubbish, you must take it away with you. Please do not leave piles of bags overflowing the wheelie bin and take any glass bottles / cans to your nearest recycling bank. If rubbish is left, it becomes a magnet for vandals.

We are still continuing the paper collections. The paper shed at the end of the Car Park is open from 9 – 5 each day, except Sunday. The shed door has recently been damaged by skateboarders using a metal girder as a battering ram. If anyone does see anyone suspicious around the Hall premises, please phone the Police immediately. The Car Park is NOT a public facility. It belongs to the Hall, a registered charity. The Village Hall Committee has to pay for all its maintenance from Hall income, so we need to make sure its use is not abused.

Bookings are now being taken for 2005. If you would like details of the facilities available, and costs, please telephone Tony Wills on 34782.

We expect teachers to handle teenage pregnancy, substance abuse & the failings of the family. After that, we expect them to educate our children.
VILLAGES IN ACTION

Following on from the Village Hall article, you might like to know that the Villages in Action office has now moved to the Lords Meadow Leisure Centre, in Crediton.  Roger Werner is still the man to contact, his telephone number is 01363 773660 and the email address is roger@villagesinaction.co.uk    You might also be interested to learn that StopGAP, the integrated dance company who performed at the Village Hall last June, are on the Villages in Action ‘circuit’ this year and they have also been asked to perform at the Phoenix Theatre, Exeter, on 12th March, in case you missed them last time.

The real measure of your wealth is how much 

you’d be worth if you lost all your money.

LADIES` CAMEO GROUP
The last event of 2003 saw a party of 40, including some husbands, gathered at the Tiverton Hotel for the group Christmas Dinner, always an enjoyable occasion.  The first Thursday in the month being our regular meeting, in January 2004 it fell on New Year’s Day, so as attendance was unpredictable, members were invited to bring a contribution for a pooled supper, and a plate, cutlery and drink, thus ensuring nobody had to miss out while preparing the feast, nor wash up afterwards. Things did not go quite according to plan, and twenty members, fortunately less than half our usual strength, adjourned to the home of a member, where the social programme proceeded as planned and a good time was had by all.

In spite of the unkind weather the Walking Group have enjoyed some short walks. The Singles group has been very active. First, we are told, they enjoyed a hilarious pre-Christmas party and buffet lunch at Betty Penberthy`s.  Secondly, there was a New Year celebration lunch at the Merry Harriers. And thirdly, they have booked a holiday together in June in Berkshire with outings to Oxford, Salisbury and Marlborough.  The Pantomime visit to Tiverton had been enjoyed on January 29th and a Skittles evening has been arranged at the Halfway House for February 19th.

At our Annual General Meeting on February 5th, chaired by Betty Penberthy, we were saddened to hear of the death of Mrs Doreen Carter, a talented and artistic lady, who was a CAMEO member since the group was formed and a long-time member of Willand W.I. before that. We were pleased to see three members present who had spent spells in hospital recently and wish them a speedy return to full health. 

Kit Davies was presented with the Rose-Bowl for the most points during the year in Flower of the Month Competitions.  The Chairman reported on Cameo in 2003, that we had reached our full complement of 50 members, and that the three splinter-groups are thriving. The Singles group has proved very popular and has currently 20 members, whilst the Art Group is enjoyed by enthusiastic students under the eyes of Sandra Chiles and Wendy Bartlett. The Craft Group of 18 ladies are meeting regularly and planning their contribution towards fund-raising at our October event, though it is not yet decided what form that will take.

The Chairman thanked the committee for their support during the year and was presented with a potted plant as a token of appreciation for her two years service. Only eight ladies had agreed to stand for election to the 2004 committee, and accordingly they were elected en bloc. Viv Slaughter was elected Chairman and Wendy Bartlett Treasurer in their absence, and Mary Tebbey was re-elected Secretary for her third year in office. The financial report was received and adopted.

After the business meeting we enjoyed an excellent buffet supper provided by outside caterers, so we were all able to enjoy general conversation, the exchange of gifts and some appropriate party games!!!  The evening closed with a huge circle of us joining in Auld Lang Syne.

Our next formal meeting will be on March 4th when Mrs Ann Pagliero  will speak on ‘Faberge Eggs’.  On March 6th we have a Coffee Morning at 10.15 in the Village hall in aid of the BBC Chestnut Fund and C.H.A.T.                                  Mary Williams.

YESTERDAY’S WILLAND
In the 1890’s, with a population of about 400, Willand had a resident G.P., Dr. Eugene Tracey. He lived at The Gables and was the first person in the village to own a motor car.  He died prematurely in 1911 at the age of 44, leaving a widow, six sons and five daughters.  Some 500 mourners attended his funeral procession, including children from the village school, “each child carrying a bunch of primroses”.

We are desperately searching for information regarding the old Army camp at Elmside. If anyone has any information at all, no matter how ‘insignificant’, please telephone Derek Grant on 32378                                            Willand History Group
Eds. note – this school was the one at the bottom of the Willand Old Village road, at the junction with the B3181, which has now become the semi-detached houses of Clyst Barton & Rydon Crest. The residents tell me this was the village school between 1872 and 1948 and was able to accommodate 110 children. Prior to that, it had been up at the Old School House, at the top of the hill, since 1844.

There was a heading in the December Parish Council meeting minutes, regarding ‘World War II Willand Residents Remembered’, but no other details.  John Spearing told me he used to play football with Mel Bird. His brother Dennis, who lived in Fir Close and worked for the Great Western Railway, was killed in a bombing raid on Exeter St. David’s Station in May 1942.  And the name of the third Willand ‘resident’ to be killed in action during the war was Lionel Hooper. Lionel was a telegraphist in the Royal Navy and one of the early victims of the conflict. He lived in Park Street but got married to a Cullompton girl just before the war. Possibly he moved there, which is maybe why his name is shown on the Cullompton war memorial and not ours.

There are three sides to every story; my side, your side and the truth.

YOUTH OFFENDING SERVICE MANAGER INVITED TO No.10

Martin Spragg,  Manager of Devon's Youth Offending Services at Devon County Council, was invited to Downing Street on 28 January to celebrate five years of the reformed Youth Justice System.  Martin's team works with the police, health and other authorities involved with pre-crime prevention, restorative justice, and with young offenders and victims of crime. Devon's Youth Offending Team (YOT) has consistently featured in the top ten percent of YOTs in the country in Government league tables, and has been the best Shire YOT throughout 2003.                    D.C.C.
Tact is the ability to describe others as they see themselves

AND FINALLY

After the Lord Mayor’s Show……..!!   We had a bumper edition to cover the Christmas/January/February period and now I’ve struggled to create this one. See what you can come up with by the cut-off date for the next one, please, will you?  The date is always shown in bold on the Willand Diary page (unless I forget!).    Ed.
LINES ON THE CELEBRITY HAPPENINGS IN THE JUNGLE
I once devised a TV show which never got on air,
Although I hawked it round the TV stations everywhere.
I think you would have liked the basic gist of my idea,
Called: “We are all non-entities who can get out of here”.

You flew a psycho-therapist, a carpenter, a mum,
A botanist, a Royal Marine, each for a modest sum,
To some deep, distant jungle. Encircled by bamboo,
Their mission was to find a way to lose the camera-crew.
The skills of the participants were all brought into play
In being calm and practical in how they got away.
No points were gained by being coarse or forcing tiny vests
To cover disproportionate, improbable-sized breasts.

The therapist was left behind to help producers deal
With failure or futility that they, perhaps, might feel.

But no-one bought my programme then. 
And I have come to know
That good, plain, kind resourcefulness
 just doesn’t make a show.

So now I’ve got a new one planned, 
which you might like to hear,
Called: “I’m a centre-fold, 
dwarf-hermaphrodite with attitude and a 
chain-saw, so you’d better get out of here”.
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