EDITORIAL                                            No. 117   March & April 2015
Another very packed issue, so please read and inwardly digest. There is much that has resulted from Parish Council business, which in my view is extremely important to the village. Unless you are an avid reader of the parish notice boards or website, it may have escaped your notice.
FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL…
Christmas Lights:   First of all an apology to Victoria Windows and Doors who made a donation towards the cost of the Christmas lights and were left off the list published in the last edition of the magazine.  We appreciate all donations.

Parish Clerk: Tracy Leaman, our Parish Clerk for the past five years has decided to leave us to move into a new role.  She will be badly missed and we would like to take this opportunity to thank her for her strong contribution to your Parish Council during a period which has seen many changes.  We also wish her every success in her new role.
This leaves us with a vacancy for a part time clerk to carry out a wide range of administrative activities as well as being the officer of the Council, ensuring that its work is carried out properly in accordance with standing orders and legal requirements.  In Tracy’s words, the role has “flexible working hours, working from home, excellent rate of pay”. We’ll be advertising shortly for this position and welcome applications from Willand and surrounding areas.

Election of Parish Councillors:    Every four years there is an election to fill the 11 seats on our Parish Council.  At present we are down to six and we all decide whether we wish to stand as candidates for the next four years.  There are a number of areas where the Parish Council has been making, and needs to continue to make, a stand and therefore a strong group is essential.  I would invite you to consider whether you would be prepared to stand as a candidate at this election.  Please contact any Parish Councillor (details inside the front cover) if you are interested.

Willand Health and Community Centre:     We have seen a lot of progress since the last edition of the magazine.  Planning consent has been given for the conversion and extension of the existing buildings.  We have also now set up a charity which has been approved as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  We are now moving to the building control approval phase which will give us a set of detailed plans, approved by building control, which we can use to seek quotations for phase 1 of the project.  A detailed update will be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting.  We have written to all the organisations in the village to update them, offering to carry out presentations to their members.  We have had limited response so far and would like to hear from the rest of the organisations.
We are still trying to open a bank account (now eight months in the process) and we will be registering the charity with HMRC to allow us to claim gift 
aid.  At this point, active fundraising can start.

Issues we are currently responding to:     The MDDC long range planning process continues and we are seeing some success as we represent our village – I’m sure you remember the packed meeting in the village hall where we asked for your views on developments including Junction 27 and the housing proposed between Willand and the Junction 27 development.  Neither of these is in the current version of the plan but we need you to continue to submit your views to MDDC to keep it that way, as the plan goes to a Planning Inspector for final approval.  We are expecting appeals against the removal of the Junction 27 development.
As the cuts from DCC and MDDC continue, we are trying to assess the impact on the village.  We anticipate reductions in service in many areas from refuse collection, reduced bus services, and reductions in grass maintenance and weeding.  Please help us by responding to consultations and making your views known. You can make a difference!                                Ray Ursell 

Yesterday is not ours to recover but tomorrow is ours to win or lose.
WILLAND FOLK DANCE CLUB
Willand Folk Dance Club are always pleased to welcome new members, so why not come along and experience a fun evening and help to keep fit!   Our Club Evenings are held on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from September through to May – 8.00 pm in the Village Hall.  We have excellent callers and regular dancers who will help newcomers to understand the dances – and we have live music too.

The first evening for newcomers is free so that you can have a ‘taste’ of the dances in a friendly, lively atmosphere.  So come along and join us and have a fun evening.   Should you wish to join the Willand Folk Dance Club, Annual Subscriptions are just £5.00., and Club Evenings are £3.00.  What good value!  BUT don’t forget – your first evening is free.                           Marilyn Broom
The best argument against democracy is a five-minute conversation with the average voter. Winston Churchill.
ADVERTISER THANKS 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and the Willand Magazine for running my advert for the last few years. It created a lot of local work for me and I very much appreciate all the custom I received as a result. I am newly retired now and would like to thank all my customers for putting their trust in me and providing me with local employment. I had many laughs along the way, met some very interesting people, drank endless cups of tea and enjoyed biscuits for me and Archie the dog!

It has been fantastic to work amongst so many lovely people in my local area. There is a lot to be said for keeping things local, which is what the magazine is all about.       Thank you once again.             Roger Martin, RJM Fencing

Never drink black coffee at lunch. It will keep 

you awake all afternoon.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
In our magazine entry this term, we are going to take the opportunity to talk about the school’s amazing sporting results over the last few weeks. We are extremely proud of our fellow pupils and hope we will continue to be successful in our future events as the year progresses.
On the 22nd of October and the 12th of November, seven Year 5 and 6 children 
took part in two High Fives tournaments against other schools in the Culm Valley. High Fives is a form of netball, where 5 children play on court with two substitutes and rotate their positions. In the first tournament, Willand came 1st after the 2 rounds, so we qualified for the final on February the 5th 2015.

At the Uffculme final, Willand had two matches to play.  They played a warm-up match against Culmstock which they won 3-0.  Their final match was against Hemyock, which started brilliantly with Willand going 3-1 up. Hemyock then came back to go 4-3 up. Luckily a great goal from Sinead equalled the scores with only 10 seconds to go.  Both teams had to play an extra two minutes to determine a winner, and with a change of team positions, Willand managed to win 6-4.
  

Due to Willand’s fantastic achievements, they qualified for the East Devon finals, which took place at Kings School on Tuesday the 10th of February. Yet again, Willand showed great teamwork to win the tournament culminating in a 2-0 victory over Bassett’s Farm School. Therefore they have now qualified for the Devon finals, which will be held in Paignton in March. We wish them luck.

On Monday 2nd of February, in freezing cold conditions, 30 Y4, 5 and 6 children took part in a football tournament at Cullompton Community College, organised by Exeter City FC.  Willand had three teams who all played excellently.  Willand’s Y6 team made the final against Hemyock and the Y5/6 team made the semi-final.  The Y5/6 team came third overall and the Y6 team managed to win the final 1-0, thanks to a golden goal from Oliver.

On Tuesday 3rd of February, 19 children represented the school at the Culm Valley Swimming Gala. Willand got off to an excellent start in the front crawl with four 1st places and two 3rd places.  When the scores were read out they were in the lead but knew it was early days.  Then came the breaststroke, where Willand had three 2nd places, a 3rd, 4th and 6th place.  The following races were backstroke, where we had a 2nd, two 3rd places, two 4th places and a 5th place.  Willand were still in the lead but they were only in front by two points, so knew that the relay was really important!  In the relay races, Willand School were absolutely phenomenal, with both the girls and the boys finishing 1st!  When the results were being read out, they were so nervous but were delighted when they found out they had won the gala for the very 1st time in Willand School’s history!  Miss Shapcott even let the children jump in the pool to celebrate!
In the next few months the school will be taking part in the High Five Devon Finals as well as the Tag Rugby Tournaments at Cullompton Rugby Club. We 
will hopefully be writing about our continued success in our next entry.

                                                                         Daisy, Nathan and Oliver.

Never stand so high upon a principle that you cannot 

lower it to suit the circumstances.

COMMUNITY POLICING
I would like to make a few comments regarding activities which have occurred over the last couple of weeks. We have received several reports of two males in dark clothing acting suspiciously in and around Old Jaycroft - as yet we have not received any reports of break-ins or any other types of crimes. When this began to happen, we cascaded this out via community messaging and our Facebook page, which has helped with more of the community calling us and being vigilant.   
Unrelated to the Old Jaycroft reports, we have had one dwelling burglary – this took place away from the village, near to the Verbeer Manor (enquiries ongoing).  Over the winter, Mid and East Devon has been targeted by break-ins to sheds and other outbuildings in more isolated locations, power tools have been taken and we currently have four persons in custody for a number of these crimes.
We would like to remind residents to secure your property at all times and when leaving your property vacant for any period of time, please consider your lighting and making it look like someone is home, asking a trusted friend or relative to look out for your property and collect post from the letterbox so it does not build up, open and close the curtains. If you have a driveway, ask a friend or neighbour to park their car there so it looks like someone is home. 


So finally, please continue to remain vigilant and if you do see people acting suspiciously, then call 999 immediately. Together, as a community, we can all play our part on reducing Crime in Willand.             PCSO Jonathan Sims
Make lots of money. Enjoy the work. Operate within the law. Choose any two from three.
A LITTLE MORE INFORMATION
You will no doubt have read in the local press of children at Willand Primary School, together with our PCSO, stopping and speaking to drivers along Silver Street, who have been judged to be exceeding the 30mph speed limit. Not a difficult thing to do, even if you are totally aware of everything around you.

A week or three ago, the following article appeared in one of the National daily papers and having attended such a course myself, the wording is far more eloquent than I could have compiled:
“Years ago, a school friend went to one of American evangelist Billy Graham’s mass rallies. He returned an utterly changed person, preaching Graham’s muscular brand of Christianity to anyone who’d listen. Now I know what he felt like. 
On Tuesday morning I attended a Government-sponsored speed awareness course. Good people, I have seen the light. Listen to my words. I’d been clocked doing 70 in a 60mph zone on the M4. I suppose I hadn’t seen the signs, although that’s no excuse. Anyway I have a clean licence and I was offered the chance to keep it that way (and avoid a fine) by going on the course. A no-brainer, though I expected to be bored to tears. 
The sessions last four hours and as I’ve been driving for more than 40 years I didn’t think I’d learn anything. The arrogance of the seasoned motorist. We think we know it all.  There were 20 or so of us in the classroom, a mixed bunch of ages, gender and ethnicity. But at the outset most of us agreed that doing, say, 32 or 33 in a 30mph zone was hardly a big deal, certainly not something worthy of a mean-spirited prosecution. 
And then our genial lecturer gave us the death stats. Hit a pedestrian at 20 mph and they have a 90 per cent chance of survival. At 30mph, it’s a 50-50 toss up whether they’ll come out alive.   But with each single mile per hour above 30, the death rate rises horribly, out of all proportion to what most would see as “marginal” speeding. At 31mph the odds have already tipped in favour of fatality.   By 35mph,  risk of death hovers at around 70 per cent. At 39mph, it’s practically guaranteed – five per cent chance of survival. 
We were shown a police video of what looked like an innocent enough “fender-bender” on a residential street. A smart hatchback had swerved to 
avoid a child who’d run out into the road, and crunched gently into a parked 
car.  Hardly any damage – to the cars.  The hatchback had a slight dent to the 
offside wing. That’s where it had hit the child.
 

If the driver had been obeying the 30mph limit she would have been able to stop in time. But at 37mph (just marginal speeding?) the laws of physics made that impossible. As they did the survival of the child: a little boy who’d been tossed onto the bonnet and had died at the scene.  Brain haemorrhage.  Only a closed, stupid mind could be unaffected by four hours of this calmly, almost casually delivered parade of horrors. 
Unsurprisingly, drivers who’ve attended such courses are three times less likely to speed in future. These sessions should form a mandatory part of the driving test.   Period”.  
        Re-produced with permission of Richard Madeley and Express Newspapers.
Don’t be afraid to take big steps. 

You can’t cross a chasm in two small jumps.
CAMEO.

Our first meeting of the year was on a bitterly cold night so we did not stay for any "social time". We had sent an invitation to the Parish Council to come to our meeting and tell us about the proposed development of the stable block at The Gables. After a discussion and vote it was decided to reject an offer of £500 for our funds from GEUK for our support for a Solar Panel plant at Five Bridges (Staunch Hill).

Our January Speaker was Malcolm Wells from "Canine Partners". This charity raises money to buy puppies, often gun dogs, at a cost of £500 each.  These puppies live with  a "Puppy Parent" a role for which anyone may apply, until their training is complete. The aim is to teach them to respond to a "clicker", followed by a food reward. Part of their training is at a special residential centre in Sussex.  They are taught to retrieve items such as clothing, newspapers, purses, etc., all to help disabled people, which they then take to their owner’s chairs or wheelchairs, whatever is needed.  Among the many things they are trained to do is to open a washing machine door, put in the dirty washing and then take it out again! They do a marvellous job to help folk lead more independent lives.

The Walking Group had a short walk earlier in the month and hopefully a longer one at the end of February (weather permitting). We are hoping to go to Tiverton Museum on 23rd February, combining it with either a lunch or afternoon tea. At our March meeting, we will hear about the Withian Artisan Centre, whilst for April, the cheese-making Quick’s Farm will be holding our attention. 
Our charity Christmas Fayre this year will be on 14th November and will be for "Reach", the voluntary organisation to help children born with missing limbs.                                                                                     Linda Tadman
You’re getting old when the only thing you want for your birthday is not to be reminded of it.
CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH (GABLES ROAD)

This may seem a little late but this is the first issue of the magazine we have been able to get this in. The collection at the Village Carol Service raised £380 for Children’s Hospice South West. Thank you to all who came, read, sang and donated.

An invitation: on the 3rd Friday of every month we are holding a lunch of Soup and Something. Everyone is welcome to come and eat together and chat, between 12 and 2. The next dates will be 20th March and 17th April.

Our regular coffee morning on the 1st Thursday of every month now starts at 10.30am. Everyone is welcome, even though I get told off for mentioning cake too much, there is usually cake for sale.  During Lent, as a special focus in our worship, we place items which remind us of Jesus’ suffering on the cross. Our services during Lent will use these items as the themes for worship.
Also on the Fridays throughout Lent, the Churches in the Cullompton area hold lunches at the Baptist church. They raise money for Christian Aid and Cafod and the short reflection this year will centre around the Passover meal that Jesus shared with his disciples.                                           Paul Booth

We all know that prime ministers are wedded to the truth but like other married couples, they sometimes live apart.
REGULAR VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES  AND OTHER EVENTS
Pilates


                 Mondays 10.00 am, Thursdays   2.00pm

Purelesque Knitting Group
               Monday                            1.45 pm 

Willand Art Group                                  Monday, (Meth. Chapel)     2.00pm

Cull. & Dist. Flower Club                            1st Monday                     2.00 pm    

Tai Chi


  
                 Monday                          3.45 pm

Beavers



                 Monday                          5.30 pm 

Cub Scouts



    Monday                          7.00 pm 

Scouts 



                  Monday                         7.30 pm 

Kettle Bell Pump                                Monday 7.00 pm,      Friday   10.00am

Apple a Day (Diabetes Group)
                  2nd & 4th Tuesday        10.00 am 

Upholstery Class                                          Tuesday                        10.00 am

Flower Arranging                                         Tuesday                          1.15 pm

Willand Vill. Hall Bingo                               2nd Tuesday                   7.30 pm  

Tiny Tots



     Wednesday                    9.30 am

Flower Arranging   


     Wednesday                    1.15 pm        

Ballet Lessons


                  Wednesday                    4.00 pm 

Indoor Bowls Club                                       Wednesday                     7.00 pm  

Garden Club                                                 2nd Wednesday                7.30 pm 

Mobile Libra          (Four Weekly)      Thursday (Townlands)     10.15am 

                              (    “       “      )      Thursday (Village Hall)    11.05am      

CAMEO                                                        1st Thursday                   6.30 pm   

Karate




     Thursday                        5.30 pm 

Kettlebell (Advanced)

                  Thursday                        6.45 pm

Folk Dance Club                                            2nd & 4th Thursday        7.30 pm 

Parish Council Meetings                                1st, 2nd & 4th Thursday  7.00 pm  

Wits




      Friday                            7.30 pm 

Methodists ‘Soup & Something’            3rd Friday (Meth Chapel) 12.00noon

Cowgirl Twisters                                            3rd Saturday                  7.30 pm 

Folk Dance



      2nd Saturday                  7.00 pm  

Martial Arts



      Sunday                          6.30 pm
ADDITIONAL EVENTS
MARCH

Tuesday   3rd             Blood Donor Sessions                 W.V.H.       12.00noon
Saturday 7th              Hemyock Scouts Easter Bingo    W.V.H.            7.30pm

Saturday 21st            Garden Club Coffee Morning       W.V.H.         10.00am

Sunday   22nd            Tiny Tots Extravaganza               W.V.H.          11.00am

Saturday 28th            College Surgery Coffee Morning W.V.H           10.00am

Sunday   29th             Sunday Market                             W.V.H.         10.00am

APRIL

Tuesday  14th             Blood Donor Sessions                 W.V.H.       12.00noon

Wednesday  15th       Allotment Holders AGM             W.V.H.            7.00pm

FRIDAY 17TH   CUT-OFF  FOR  INPUT  TO  MAY/JUNE  MAGAZINE
Tuesday   28th           Willand Village Hall Bingo         W.V.H.            7.30pm    

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Thank you for everyone who supported our Christmas Bingo, which was well attended and raised some badly needed funds for the hall. We have had a number of quotes for decorating the main hall and this will be done during the Easter holidays. Please try and keep it in good repair by taking care when moving tables and chairs around, as the architraves around the doors have been quite badly damaged in places. Now the winter weather has arrived, please make sure you keep the outside doors closed during your bookings. This helps to keep the building warm and saves fuel.

A building surveyor has looked at our asbestos roof and will be sending a report soon to enable us to ask for grants and put the project out to tender. It will cost a minimum of £125,000, so we would welcome any help or suggestions to enable us to raise the funds.  As our expenses are going up and up, we will be increasing charges from 1st April, 2015. We have also simplified the charging structure. Please see new proposed rates below. These will be ratified at the March committee meeting.

	
	Hall
	Side rooms
	Annexe

	Class A

Willand residents and Willand  non-profit making organisations
	£8.00
	£4.00
	£5.00

	Class B

All other categories except commercial
	£13.20
	£6.60
	£8.00

	Class C

commercial
	£26.40
	£13.20
	£16.00


As licensed bars require a lot of additional cleaning, the cost for having a bar will rise to £15 per event. We have obviously checked with other village halls, and our rates are considerable cheaper than most. We also have the advantage of a large car park and easy access from the M5.

We are still collecting paper for recycling in the shed at the far end of the car park. This will be open from around 10 until 4 from Monday to Saturday. It would help to put papers in cardboard boxes or tying them in bundles, please. 
Any organisations who have not yet confirmed their bookings for 2015 and 2016, please make sure that Frances Wilcox has your dates ASAP . If you wish to hire the hall, details of dates already booked are on the online calendar at www.willandmatters.org.uk, but please contact Frances or me if you do not have online access and we will do our best to help. Both our contact details are inside the front cover.                       Carol Allan, Village Hall Treasurer

FOUR CROSS WAYS ROUNDABOUT

There’s a small ‘corner’ of land between South View Road and Silver Street, on the southern edge of the roundabout, where some years ago someone thought it would be a good idea to relocate the bench seat, which up until them had been sited on the opposite corner.  Originally, there was just a small, rural crossroads, with a white finger-post on one corner – and the seat. When the roundabout was installed (allegedly for the Business Park!) the seat was relocated.  It is now in desperate need of repair and this short paragraph is intended to try to find a member of the family of whoever installed it who might be prepared to undertake the necessary work.  Otherwise, it’ll probably be removed. If you can help, please contact the Ed on 01884 34111.

Middle age is when you are not prepared to exercise 

anything but caution.

WASTE COLLECTION
As a result of at least two complaints to MDDC about a recent leakage of paint from the landfill collection vehicle during its early Friday morning collection (one of cream, the other bright green) onto the vehicle itself, the roadway and a private driveway, I have been asked to include the following paragraphs:
“Please make sure you put all materials that we collect for recycling into your black box (see What goes where - Black Box) and, if your household is on the brown bin scheme, put all your kitchen waste, garden waste and cardboard into your brown bin (see What goes where - Brown Bin).

All remaining rubbish (which will be sent to landfill) should be put out for collection in your own container, which can be in black sacks, a dustbin or a wheeled-bin.  We cannot collect paint tins with your landfill waste. Please dispose of these by using our Bulky Waste Service or by taking them to you nearest recycling centre.

We have a supply of black wheeled bins for sale. These are 180-litre capacity (dimensions: height 107cm; width 48cm; depth 73cm).  The bins cost £39.00 and are available by contacting Customer First on 01884 255255. You will need to pay by card over the phone or by cheque/cash in person at a Council office. These bins need to be collected from the Council store at Old Road, Tiverton EX16 4HQ”.  

If you wish to read more about the various options, please log on to the MDDC website at http://www.middevon.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=9652       Ed.
LETTER RE ROAD CLOSURE

“Dear Sir/Madam - Western Power Distribution are writing to you in advance of works which may affect access for you. On Monday 20th April 2015 to Friday 25th April 2015 we require a road closure around Slough Farm, Willand Road.   
The Diversion route will be from Willand Road Junction, High Street Halberton, through Sampford Peverell, along the A361, over Junction 27 M5, along A38 to B3181 then into Willand along South View Road to Station Road on to Willand Road and vice versa.

This road closure is required to enable Western Power Distribution to carry out planned works on behalf of our customer. A diversionary route will be put in place prior to commencement of the works which will be signed at all times during our works.

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause and if I can be of any further assistance WPD are contactable on (01392) 352566.

                 Yours Faithfully,  Conrad Jones, Western Power Distribution
ST MARY’S CHURCH

Almost time to wish everyone a Happy Easter!  The shops already display Easter Eggs and early spring flowers remind us that brighter, longer days are coming! We invite you to join us for our: 

Mother’s Day Service, Sunday 15th March at 9.30 in the Church Hall and 11a.m. in Church.

Maundy Thursday, 2nd April Supper/Service at 6.30 p.m. in the Church Hall
Good Friday, 3rd April at 11a.m. Service in Church



Easter Sunday, 5th April at 10.15 a.m. United Service in Church

Here is a reminder of our regular programme of activities for all ages in which you are very welcome to share.

Rockers, for parents and pre-school children, Monday 9.15-11a.m.   Clair Tancock 32185     
St. Mary’s Guild, Thursday 12th March & 9th April at 2.30p.m.              Pauline Lewis 829212  
Coffee and Chat, Fridays 13th March & 10th April  10.30-12noon---just turn up at the Church Hall, Rectory Close.





Luncheon Club Wednesdays 18th March & 15th April, 12.15 for 12.30    David Brister 35171
Messy Church, Fridays, 20th March & 17th April. 3.30-6p.m. Crafts, Bible Stories & Songs & Family Meal   Ginny Metherell 821942

If you need our help in any way, please contact the Church Wardens: 
                                   Peter Thornton 33062, Andrew Metherell 821942
NEWS from the FRIENDS of COLDHARBOUR MILL

SPECIAL EVENTS and ACTIVITIES

March 11th: SPRING QUIZ at Uffculme Village Hall, 7.30pm prompt start, buffet supper and raffle, bring your own wine or soft drinks.  Tea and coffee provided.  £6 per person, teams of 4, call Kathleen on 01884 842423 to book a table.

March 25th: FRIENDS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: The Old Stables, 7 for 7.30pm.  Wine and soft drinks available to purchase.  Please try to attend if possible.  We have a new Friend’s Chairperson to elect and hopefully new committee members!!  

April 4th: EASTER COFFEE MORNING:  The Old Stables 10am-12 noon,  all welcome.

April 6th: EASTER STEAM-UP –with crafts displays 10.30am-4pm with 100-year-old engines in steam from 11am! Displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, early textile machinery, the Puttee Story, the Millennium Tapestry. Visit the Mill Gift Shop for yarns, fabrics, rugs & throws all produced at the Mill, and locally produced crafts goods. Refreshments. Free car park. A great day out for the whole family! See: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk for more info and admission prices.                                                        Jennifer Border.
The young man knows the rules but the 
old man knows the exceptions.

DID YOU KNOW?

The planning application to cover a field of agricultural land with solar panels at Stoneshill Farm, alongside the B3181 at the entrance to the village from Cullompton, will soon be determined by the MDDC Planning Committee.  

This application has generated lots of paper but the interesting thing is the list of people who have written in supporting or objecting to the application.        16 people have written in supporting the application and the majority are on proforma letters prepared for the purpose. Of those supporters, only 4 live in Willand.  Of the others, the numbers go Cullompton 5, Hemyock 1, Uffculme 1, Culmstock 2, Crediton 2 and Sheldon 1.  And of those, at least eight have been doubled up, with two from the same household and one person has written in twice.
There have been 26 individual letters of objection (not proforma) submitted, plus three from Parish Councils and 1 from our District Councillor Bob Evans. Of the 26 individual letters, it is noted that 1 is from the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England and one is from a resident of Bickleigh.  The rest are all from Willand residents or those just on the boundary in Halberton who will have the site ‘right in their face’.
This raises the question – why do people from outside of the village feel prompted to be involved in supporting the application ,which in reality will not affect them unless one considers ‘global warming’? The more concerning question is – “Why are over 2,500 voters in Willand not apparently bothered one way or the other?”                                                    Willand Resident
We make a living by what we get but 

we make a life by what we give.
THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE

The countryside code began in the 1950’s to help protect, respect and allow people to enjoy the countryside in England and Wales. Due to the spring and summer months soon approaching, it is beneficial to the environment and farmers to remind dog owners how to conduct themselves whilst walking in the countryside. Key things to consider are:
Respecting other people – always leave gates as you find them and follow instructions on signs. Leave farm equipment and animals alone, if you think an animal is in distress try to alert the farmer or inform the RSPCA. Keep out of the way if animals are being moved and follow farmer’s directions.

Protecting the environment – always pick up after your dog, take litter home and dispose appropriately. Ensure your dog is wormed regularly, at least every 3 months to prevent infections and protect other animals. 

Protecting your dog against diseases which can be contracted through wildlife – Monthly treatment against Lungworm protects your dog from the ‘silent killer’ that is carried by foxes. This parasite is not killed with regular worming treatment - ask your vet how to protect your dog.

Protecting livestock and Wildlife - Make sure your dog is under control near any wildlife or farm animals by keeping your dog on a lead. Pay attention to any signs which may not permit dogs to walk on certain land.   
Livestock can behave unpredictably especially if they have young animals; give them space so  they don’t feel threatened. Some dogs have the tendency to chase animals; please keep them away from livestock, especially pregnant ewes and ewes with young lambs. 
It is a legal requirement to keep your dog on a short lead on ‘open access land’ (up to 2 metres) near animals and horses for safety reasons.           Vale Vets
Youth would be an ideal state if it came a little later in life.
THE MDDC LOCAL PLAN

Or how to try and confuse the population with tons of paper!

Following on from the last magazine this will be an attempt to update you all but some will have read the local press and so will know what is happening – or do you?  You cannot believe all you read in the press – who said that?

The plan came before the full Mid Devon District Council just before Christmas. With such an important issue being discussed which would affect the future of the area for the next approximately 20 years, you would have thought that all of the elected members would have made the effort to be there – wrong!  Some were missing but at least our three Lower Culm Ward members were all there and able to contribute.

Various members of the public were able to speak with questions and your Parish Council contributed. The proposed Junction 27 developers did not speak but one of the main landowners did and he still wants to see the development and all of the original suggested 3,500 houses built all the way to Willand.

The Leader of the Council presented the recommendations of the cabinet and the draft local plan was passed section by section.  The expected amendment to include the Junction 27 land in the plan did not happen.  When that section was voted on, a Tiverton Councillor asked that the vote be recorded which meant every councillor present was called [a bit like calling the school register with the Chief Executive as Headmaster] and their vote for or against recorded.  With the exception of one abstention all voted in favour of the plan as presented – no Junction 27.

The next step is to get the plan all together and put it out for final consultation which should have been from January to March 2015.  As policy in relation to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) had not been finalised there has been a delay and so the consultation period will not start until a week or so into February.  One would therefore expect the consultation period end to be extended – ‘Oh no it will not’ – It is still pantomime season as Willand have not had their pantomime at the time of writing!  Consultation period will still end in March so we will all have to read and write faster if we wish to make any observations.  
When it does come out please make sure you let your Parish Council know your views in order that we may make a representative response on behalf of the Parish. Better still write in separately with your views to MDDC and it will all be placed before the Government Inspector – remember one letter from a husband and wife is one representation so please write separately and that will count as two.  Funny old game but the landowners and developers will be playing it and so everyone who has a view needs to play by the same rules!
The final plan will then go before a Government Planning Inspector and there is likely to be a public hearing where people will try to get it altered – usually developers and landowners working to serve their own best interests.  There may have to be a further period of delay for amendments to be made before we know what the final outcome is, as approved by the Inspector.

The future for Junction 27 proposed development
Let’s return to Junction 27 and what is happening there.  I saw a letter in the press suggesting that the developers of Junction 27 should now just give up and go away.  They will not and they have not.  There are ongoing discussions taking place with MDDC Officers as to what needs to be done for them to be convinced that they should be included in the plan. These meetings are behind closed doors and we mere mortals are not considered suitable to understand these things!  There are still ‘press leaks’ taking place.  

If you believe the ‘Gazette’ the Eden Project is on board and we will have a biome on the site – where you may ask?  –  what ‘goodie’ will be dropped from the plan?  Our District Councillor Bob Evans has asked the question of the developers’ publicist and the answer basically was that no element is to be dropped. He has had a letter published in the ‘Gazette’ challenging their facts on the Eden involvement.

Look at the words used by Sir Tim Smit and the developers.  Eden is advising on ‘green issues’ and they will have a presence on the site.  What does that mean, you may ask – or at least you should! ‘Green issues’ is about the trees and fitting it into the countryside.  Probably plenty of locals who know the land could help there.  What does a ‘presence’ mean – we have not been able to get an answer to that – could it be as little as a sign board on the site or some pamphlets in the information centre.  Think back to other information we have been given – ‘working in association with’ – ‘discussions’ with a major National Company – which Nation?  The money backing it all is French.  

What else is happening outside of the plan?
The Local Plan is meant to identify land for housing, business and employment to meet planned needs, but in Willand we are faced with an unplanned employment site just outside of our boundary. This has come about as the result of a change in Government Policy on Farm Diversification and a failure on the part of our Planning Department to deal properly with breaches of Planning Regulations.  The situation is now being ‘regularised’ by allowing an ‘industrial site’ which is not in the plan.  Now it is being argued that the owners of the Mid Devon Business Park cannot let their land or sell it for employment and so they want to build houses on it.  A long story and a lot of manoeuvring going on here plus secret meetings in which your Parish Council is not allowed to participate.  Don’t the Government keep talking about ‘Localism’? There are meetings with our District Councillors who I believe are on side to look after our interests but none of them live in Willand.  If housing is allowed on this site it is not in the plan for housing so here we go again – more houses with no infrastructure to support them.  What happens about the 42 houses off Meadow Park which are to be in the Local Plan?

Did you know that MDDC spent £24,755 for a firm of consultants to look at public open space and play areas in the District?  If you read it in relation to Willand, there are inaccuracies but one fact we can live with and use to our advantage in arguments is that there is a shortage of 64%+ of green open space in Willand for the size of population. If the 97 houses are built there will be no public open space there as any open space provided will be managed by the householders of the estate, under the new system, as such areas will not be adopted by MDDC – they cannot afford to look after it.  Will the people who live on those developments allow the rest of the village to go and play on their grass?  Will it really be ‘public open space’?   That is something for another story!

If you have views – whatever they are with regard to extra development in the village or the local plan as a whole - please make sure you voice them to your District Councillors and respond to any opportunity for consultation with MDDC. Please make sure you share your views with your Parish Council, if we do not know what you are all thinking,  we do not know how best to represent your views. Remember to write separate letters as regrettably the ‘management’ play the numbers game regardless of the merits of the argument.
                                                                                            Barry Warren

(Ed’s note: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in the Committee room at the Village Hall on Thursday 5th March, at 7.30pm. This would be a good opportunity to put across your point of view or seek answers to the numerous questions which are being raised by the various activities within – and outside of – the parish. And there’s a small buffet afterwards!
When you are dissatisfied and would like to go 

back to your youth..…..think of algebra.
GREAT BRITISH FISH AND CHIP SUPPER – FRIDAY 15TH MAY 
Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a Fish and Chip Supper on Friday 15th May 2015 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s vital services. 
You can hold a Fish and Chip Supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre.  SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £40.00 from your supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.

In 2015 we want to make the Batter Matter and raise £40,000 from everyone holding suppers. Last year we raised £20,000 from the suppers.  The money raised will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who become paralysed and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by providing services and publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to rebuild lives after spinal cord injury.  
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone. 

For more information or request a fundraising pack, call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 4350 or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk

The trouble with political jokes is they get elected.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Willand in March / April 1915: Training and Deployment 

With the onset of spring 1915, the parish of Willand was still coming to terms with the prospect of a lengthy war. At the annual meeting of Willand Parish Council in March, there was an indefinite postponement of the ‘housing issue’ – more houses were required for Willand’s burgeoning population. 
About this time an unexpected opportunity came to the district’s dairy farmers when representatives from a London dairy company held an open meeting at the Assembly Room of Tiverton Junction’s Railway Hotel and proposed to buy their milk at better prices than those currently paid by local dairies; the milk then being transported by rail to London for the metropolitan market. The farmers were initially enthusiastic for this idea, but when the local dairies offered improved contracts that negated any financial advantage, the London proposal was dropped.  
In 1915, although sports enjoyed by working men had been suspended for the war, those of the gentry continued and on 13th April, a stag was killed along Spratford Stream, not far from Tiverton Junction, having been pursued by Captain Harry Amory’s Staghounds from Haddon near Dulverton.
For most Willand men who had volunteered for the armed forces at the outbreak of war, this was a period of intense training for the inevitable introduction to frontline service. Regional newspapers proudly published the names of serving men for each town, village or parish. The Willand list that appeared in the Tiverton Gazette in March 1915 acknowledged 31 men: 10 in the Royal Navy, 1 in the Regular Army, 8 in the Territorials and 12 in the New (‘Kitchener’s) Army. However, there were other Willand soldiers not mentioned here, such as Walter Vinnicombe, second son of Mr and Mrs Vinnicombe of Muxbeare Cottages. In his mid-20s, Walter had emigrated to Australia circa 1912, having spent a number of years in Newton Abbot employed as a ‘draper’s assistant’. In Australia he worked as a ‘salesman’ and attempted to join the army when war broke out, but was twice rejected because his chest measurements were not up to standard. 
As the war escalated, so standards were revised and Walter was accepted on 11 January 1915 at Liverpool, New South Wales. After a brief period of training, Walter embarked from Sydney on 17 March to join 13th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force, then stationed in Egypt. As part of an ultimately unsuccessful campaign to capture the Gallipoli peninsula, knock Turkey out of the war and move emphasis away from the Western Front, Walter and his battalion landed at ‘ANZAC Cove’ on the afternoon of 25 April; he soon became embroiled in the bitter fight to secure and maintain a beachhead against determined Turkish opposition.

Closer to home, Reginald ‘Reg’ Rowe, found himself posted to Essex. Reg was son of William Rowe, farmer at The Elms in Willand village. Having just turned 18, Reg enlisted at the Willand recruitment rally on 5 September 1914, joining the Royal 1st Devon Yeomanry, a territorial cavalry unit in which his forebears had served. His battalion was allocated to the home garrison, established to defend the east coast of England, and Reg was billeted in St Osyth, Essex, until September 1915. From surviving correspondence from this time, we know some of the details of Reg’s daily routine of drill, guard duty and looking after the horses, along with his comments on food, living conditions and recreational pursuits. 
His letters reveal a tone of adventure and new experience, with much speculation about possible moves to India, Egypt or the frontline in France. Understandably for a young man away from home for the first time, there is much discussion of domestic matters, such as the contents of hampers and parcels sent by his family, and he showed a keen interest in farming both in Essex and back in Willand. Whilst billeted at the Kings Arms pub in St Osyth, he asks his father to send some of his cider for the landlord to taste because, “he is thinking of getting casks up from Devon whilst our fellows are here [and] it would go like one o’clock. So be sure ‘tis a drop of the best.” 

In February 1915 Reg wrote to his mother describing how, “I had a bit of a mishap last week, and sprained myself. I feel just as usual in fact, [and] except for a headache have felt no difference. Anyhow, I have to rest so have not done anything since Thurs noon. Am living a gentleman’s life, although I would ten times rather be to work … Yes, some pancakes would be lovely, could you make another parcel of it, as I will try to send hamper tomorrow … If you sent uncooked fowl this week I could get it cooked here, we share now, so live all right. What a pity about the bullock. Bad luck never comes singly, as the man said eh! If you want an egg here you have to pay 2½d each (just over 1p). I have two pair of woollen socks and one pair of regimental. You can send sausages if you like.” He wrote a few days later that, “I received your parcels quite safely. I have been shooting this week so have had little time to write. I left hospital last Sunday eve. and am feeling quite allright … I am glad to hear that the lambs are stronger and the weather is better. I have plenty of MONEY [Reg’s capitalisation] at present; don’t spend it except on a few little necessities towards ‘food and comfort’. By the way, I take Cod Liver Oil three times a day at the hospital and have grown nearly an inch since I have been at Headquarters, so present conditions agree with me.”

                  James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison235@gmail.com
TO PLAY OR NOT TO PLAY  -  That is the Question

You will hopefully have read elsewhere that Willand has a shortfall of 64% in green public open space – that comes out of a report which MDDC paid nearly £25,000 to consultants, to provide information on public open space and play areas for future requirements of planning policy and provision of public open space on new developments. Whoopee! I think your Parish Council could have told them that, as it’s been raising the issue of lack of infrastructure and provision of play areas and the like each time a new development is applied for
Coupled with this report is yet another survey by MDDC, where they want to reduce the number of public play areas we have for the children.  Remember, these play areas were provided as part of a planning process requirement. They say we have 10 but in fact there are 9 – they are trying to count the Jubilee Parish Field as two areas as they own one half and the Parish own the other half with the play equipment on.  There are a set of goal posts on the MDDC half but they were supplied by a parishioner.

MDDC have to make cuts and so this is seen as one area where they can make a saving, as if it is not there, they do not have to maintain the site or the equipment.  Close some areas; remove equipment and then what happens to the land – sell it off for more houses?  “It will not happen” – “Oh yes it will” – read on as the pantomime season is not over yet!

MDDC cannot increase the Council Tax but Parishes can increase their precepts, so that is what they want us to do.  You still pay the money but they look good and the Parish Council looks bad, but the Parish is now asked to maintain any retained play areas or equipment or at least pay the bills.  MDDC say that Parishes could “take over ownership of this valuable asset”. Willand Parish Council has asked publicly at a Policy Group Meeting and in writing since if this really does mean that we get “ownership” of the land in order that we may protect it for the Parish.  Our District Councillor Diane Brandon has asked the same question.  Are you surprised to find that we have not had a straight answer but Councillor Brandon was told that the issue would be addressed in a report to the Policy Group in March?  We will be looking for it.

Why is your Parish Council so sceptical and not taking what is said by MDDC Officers at face value?  We have been there before when we offered to take over the MDDC half of the Parish Field and maintain it, so the grass would be cut, the children could play on it and dog owners could see to pick up deposits left by their charges.  We were told we could have the field if we supported MDDC selling off part of the field to a developer for Market Housing.  Hang on – have we got something wrong here – we are 64% short of public open space and they want us to agree to add to the problem by selling off some of what we do have?  We asked who had made this decision and if we could see the minutes of the meeting. Give yourself a prize - we have not had an answer other than we cannot see the minutes as it is commercially sensitive. My fellow parishioners - is it not our collective monies involved in all this?

Now to the really serious bit.  Three of our play areas are allegedly suggested for closure and we need your views, particularly if you live near to them and can see how much they are used or if your children use them.  They are allegedly ‘over provision’:

· Worcester Crescent
· Mallow Court

· Chestnut Drive / Maple Close

Harpitt Close could also be another candidate on potential under-use grounds but there is nothing else at that end of the village.  Please let the Parish Council know your views as it will be too late once they are gone. 

Just a final ‘tongue in cheek’ thought from the writer: Willand has the highest proportion of residents over retirement age in the whole of Mid Devon and so our more senior residents, which includes me, may not be too bothered about getting involved in responding to enquiries & concerns about children’s play areas or public open spaces.  BUT if they do not have somewhere close by to play safely it may be your wall or window that their ball gets kicked against!!!!
                                                                                            Barry Warren
Young people don’t know what age is and 

old people forget what youth was.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Sir/Madam.  Are you a passionate reader? Are you someone who understands the pleasure that reading can bring? If so – we want you to join our friendly teams in Tiverton and Cullompton!

Over 1000 Royal Voluntary Service (formerly WRVS) volunteers across Devon & Cornwall provide practical support to older and disabled people, many of whom are isolated by ill health, disability or simply the lack of appropriate transport. Our volunteers deliver library books and CD’s to people who are unable to get to the local library. This vital service keeps the passion of reading alive and makes a huge difference to our clients’ lives.  

In Willand and the surrounding area we need more volunteers to help us make life more interesting for others. You will need to be willing to travel in the local area for which we reimburse you at the rate of 45p per mile, and we will provide you with all training and local support.   We also particularly need someone to act as a volunteer coordinator at Tiverton Library. For this role you need just the same interests and friendly, outgoing personality, plus being a good organiser with some basic computer skills.

If you know someone who would like to receive our Home Library Service, please get in touch.  Anyone who would like an informal chat about these or other volunteering opportunities, contact Carole Poulton – Service Manager for Devon Home Library Service on carole.poulton@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or call 07786 635163.  For more information about our range of services, visit www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk.  Kind regards,             Carole Poulton
If I had my life over again, I’d make the same mistakes,

 only sooner.
LETTER TO THE EXPRESS & ECHO (not published)
Dear Sir,   It was with interest that I read your recent comments ref free bus passes to old age pensioners.  Whilst John Prescott was not, in my opinion, good in government, he did one thing for the public good. He introduced bus passes and rural bus funding for places such as Devon. This was to be paid for with a 2p tax hike on petrol and diesel. I remember at the time how we all thought what a good idea it was and ‘ring fenced’ for this use only. 

However the present Coalition Government quietly took the ring fencing away and allowed it to used as a general tax grant for the Authorities.

Speaking to an MP about 2 years ago, I mentioned this and the reply was that ‘the public had now forgotten all about how this money was to be spent and gathered’. In my opinion the only word omitted from this reply was the ‘gullible’ public. 
So before people talk about the so called “Free Bus Pass”, please remember that the country has been taxed all ready to pay for this and remember the pleasure elderly people get from it rather being envious about it.
                                                                                            Rural Resident

"All of us who are concerned for peace and triumph of reason and justice must be keenly aware how small an influence reason and honest good will exert upon events in the political field".
Albert Einstein.

NOTIFICATION FROM DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL
Dear Parish/Town Clerks:  Devon County Council is consulting on how to reduce its public transport budget in the coming financial year.

To help meet the £50 million budget reduction required by Government spending cuts next year, we now face making savings of £1.7m from our annual public transport budget. It will be the first time that we have proposed making service reductions for four years. We need your help.

We would like to find out what you think about our proposals to reduce services. Please let us know what their impact might be on you.  The proposals would start to come into effect during 2015.

To view the proposals and submit your response, please utilize this address. http://new.devon.gov.uk/publictransportbudget/
This consultation closes on Monday 20 April 2015.  

Background information:

The County Council Cabinet on 14th January approved the proposed approach to reviewing current County Council-funded local bus services and resolved on a public consultation on the measures necessary to meet agreed budget targets for 2015/2016 and 2016/2017.  A postal version of the consultation is available on request. Thank you. Transport Co-ordination Service,  Devon County Council,  Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter EX2 4QD,  0345 155 1015
Worrying never solves anything but it gives you 

something to do until the trouble starts.
ANOTHER LETTER TO THE ED.

Hi there -.Just my thoughts on a recent article. In response to the comments from Jacqueline Taylor of MDDC on dog issues around the village.  I was interested to see Jacqueline mention that there are "many areas around Willand where you can get off the beaten track and allow your dog to be off the lead". 

Apart from the well-used footpath/field opposite Oak Crescent in Meadow Park (which may be built on in the future!), I cannot think of anywhere else in
Willand where dogs can roam free safely in the village.  I would be keen to
hear where Jacqueline (and maybe other residents) suggests that these areas
are, please.

I am a lifelong Willand resident with two dogs and find it increasingly hard (especially with the continuous building of houses and over-development of
the village) to find safe, open places around home to exercise my pets, so
much so that I regularly travel out of the village by car to a field that we pay to hire to allow our pooches time off the lead.   
I also have many friends and family members who also drive outside of
Willand most days to different areas to give their dogs freedom and a run
around.   It is such a shame when we live in a village with countryside and
fields around us!
Also, whilst we are on the subject - just a mention regarding fellow dog
owners who walk their dogs at Jaycroft.  Many owners allow their dogs to
roam off the lead at Jaycroft which is fine, but would really appreciate if
owners do this they could consider all users and keep their dogs under
control and have good recall.   Our dogs are rescue dogs and are always on a
lead and muzzled,  but quite often, we have an issue walking at Jaycroft
(especially when it is pitch black at night!) with inquisitive loose dogs
approaching ours and owners are oblivious.              A concerned resident

(I wrote to Jacqueline asking for a response but have not received a reply. For what it’s worth, when I had dogs I managed to get hold of two excellent booklets, both relating to twelve circular walks in the Culm Valley. I can’t remember where I got them but they were produced by Devon Gateway Development Trust, in partnership with MDDC and Cullompton Town Council. The telephone number for the latter is 01884 38249. Ed.)

The most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen, 

nor touched…. but are felt in the heart.
MEN AND HOLES

If you live on the Old Village side of the B3181, you can’t have missed the numerous Openreach vans (making a mess of the grass verges) and ‘dayglo’ overalls disappearing down manholes.  I’m informed they are installing fibre-optic broadband for that side of the village and the ‘zing’ moment should be available before the end of March.

Every job is a self-portrait of the person who did it.
AND FINALLY
Around five or so years ago, much of what you have hopefully read in this magazine would have been expressed in a ‘tongue in cheek’ way by Florence, Dougal, Ermintrude and the rest of the ‘cast’ of The Magic Roundabout’. Now that reality has taken a hand, it’s no longer something to smile about. In my view, it is a result of Central Government requiring Local Authorities to put ticks in the relevant boxes, under the guise of the Localism Bill. 
The fact that the local residents don’t necessarily agree with what is proposed seems to be irrelevant. With paid Council Officers making decisions, as opposed to the Councillors you and I choose to ‘tick a box’ for at election time, it seems extremely important to select a candidate who is prepared to stand up for, and try to achieve, what parishioners want.  The parishioners themselves need to be aware of what is happening in and around their village and voice their concerns – or approval - to the appropriate people, whenever necessary. The lure of the New Homes Bonus for a District Council short of money could also be seen as a diversion from the path of democracy. 
We are indeed extremely fortunate, with such a small number of councillors, to be one of the most vociferous parish councils in Mid Devon in questioning those in authority, when their actions and decisions cause concern. The fact they constantly seem to be banging their heads against a brick wall with the impact of candy floss must sometimes be very soul-destroying. Ed.
I’m sorry,

              but I don’t have

                                        the time,
                                                      or the input,
                                                                          to fill this space.                                
