EDITORIAL                                                             No. 65  July & August 2006

I’ve been sent a copy of correspondence to M.D.D.C with regard to the grass cutting, or lack of, in Willand, which has been of considerable concern to many other people in the village. I had hoped to have a reply from the District Council to include in the Magazine but this is not likely prior to the copy deadline. And even if it were, the subject would have been long past its sell by date by the time you read this. No doubt the local press will have told you the story. And, as a result of my And Finally in the last issue, a resident sent the following article for the Mag. It may be just what’s needed in the instance I quoted or for someone else who may be in a similar situation.

VOLUNTARY SUPPORT SCHEME

The Voluntary Support Scheme is a small local organisation which seeks to support people who have lost touch with the person they want to be and want to find their way back to being ordinary again.  Sometimes they are feeling a bit depressed, anxious or lonely, sometimes they are finding it harder to make wise decisions than it used to be. Sometimes they have lost an important person in their life. 

VSS offers support from a trained volunteer who will stand by you and try to help you make better sense of things. Our volunteers will not tell you what to do, but they may be able to help you discover what it is you want to do, and help you to do it. Volunteers visit people, usually in their own homes, once a week for an hour. This scheme is completely confidential and there is no charge.
As far as we know VSS is unique, because it is not Befriending and not Counselling. We hope it offers something special both for volunteers and clients. If you would like to know more about it, either as a prospective client or as a volunteer, please get in touch with Dawn Hampshire at Beck House, Beck’s Square, Tiverton, EX16 6PJ, ring 01884 258507 or send an e-mail to voluntary.supportscheme@virgin.net.

When someone says ‘et cetera’, it means they don’t know the rest

ECONOMY

With the price of unleaded fuel hovering around £5.00 per gallon, it’s interesting to note that sales of the smaller cars, with engines of less than 1.4 litres, have increased. And whilst we all have our favourite, bargain fuel source, you may be interested to know, if you are going on a long trip or on holiday to an unfamiliar area of the U.K., if you log on to www.petrolprices.com  you can find the location of the cheapest fuel within a ten mile radius of any given postcode.

                                                                                                     Sprint Magazine.                             
WILLAND PRE-SCHOOL
SHE DID IT!!!    Not content with leaping 10,000 feet out of the plane, she went up to 13,000 as it was such a beautiful day and enjoyed spectacular views whilst hurtling at great speed to earth – but she survived, loved it but informs me she won’t be in a hurry to do it again.  A very big thank you to everyone who sponsored Jane.  At present, her bravery has earned over £1500, with more to come.  If you would like to donate, please speak to a member of pre-school staff or call the pre-school on 33711.  Again, thank you all so much for your support and again we thank Jane for being so adventurous in raising funds for the pre-school (I’ll stick to the conventional means!).

With this money and confirmation of additional funding being secured, we are delighted that our plans to have a new building will be realised this summer.  We hope to return after the summer break to a more spacious and shiny environment, which is really exciting.  With the new building we will be able to expand the number of children we can take.  It is also hoped we will have enough funds to buy more equipment for the children to enjoy. I will report on the trials of building in the next issue!    We also welcome three new members of staff ; Jenny Townsend, Bryher Symmons and Charlene York.  
Events we have planned are;

24 June – a Variety Show with comedian Tank Sherman, local singer Bryher and jazz/funk band The Jazzmanauts.  5 July - A trip to Crealy.  13 July - Graduation in the Village Hall, where we will say goodbye to all the children who are leaving to attend ‘big school’,  23 July  -  Children’s Disco – a disco for all the family in the Village Hall from 2.00 to 4.00pm. (Tickets are £1 per person and available from Trish on 01884 33262)                                                             Clair Tancock
Don’t be down on anything you’re not up on.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB
Many thanks to everyone who attended our AGM. We have managed to form a committee for the coming year, and send our thanks to everyone who has given us their support - it is very much appreciated.

 

During August, we will be holding a Wednesday holiday club for 5 to 10 year olds. It will be running in the afternoons from 2.00 to 4.00pm. This replaces the Wednesday evening club, just for the month of August. The price will still be 50p and there will be a craft activity each week, so don't wear clothes that you don’t want to get dirty. We will be collecting empty cereal boxes, cardboard tubes, clean yogurt pots and any other items that could be used in crafts, so please stop throwing them out and pop them into youth club, we'll see what the youngsters can turn them into. The Monday and Thursday club will open as normal in the evenings.

 

We have several fundraising events coming up, so please pencil in your diaries our Coffee morning on 29th July, a Meat Bingo on the 9th September in the Village Hall, our Jumble sale is on 30th September and for the youngsters we will be having a fancy dress Halloween disco in the Youth Club on 27th October. Keep your eyes open for the posters and more information. Thank you. 

                                                                                                        Frances Wilcox

Pleasure is un-programmable.

1ST WILLAND BROWNIES 

The Brownies have had another fun year with lots of activities including going to see Holiday on Ice at Westpoint.  Our most recent theme is gardening and we were lucky enough to be offered the chance to plant one of the growing number of planters which have been springing up round the village.  We planted the planter on the corner of Gables Road, the design is the Brownie flower, and we hope you enjoy looking at it as much as we enjoyed planting it. A big ‘thank you’ to Sally and John for planting and watering all the planters round the village.
 

Claire and Helen have run the Brownies for 2 and a half years now and we feel this is the time to hand over to new leaders.  If there is anyone who would be interested in running or helping to run the pack, please get in touch as soon as possible.  If no one steps forward the Brownies will have to close, which would be a great shame for the village. Please telephone Helen on 821722 if think you could help. Thank you,                                                                    Helen Shearing

Never think you know what other people want.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

At our May meeting, our Treasurer, Mr Brian Carlson, brought along some of his prize pelargoniums and talked about their propagation and the wide variety of types available. They are often mistakenly called geraniums, but geraniums are the perennial spreading plants which do so well in our gardens in this part of the country. Our June meeting was replaced by an outing to Forde Abbey and Colourwheel Plants. Forde Abbey gardens were really worth the visit and we also looked around the house.

Thank you to everyone who came along to our plant sale on 3rd June – it was very well attended and we made a good profit to go towards putting on our Flower and Vegetable  Show  on  12th  August.  We  will  be  hearing  about slugs’ favourites,

Hostas, on 12th July and our September talk will be about cacti and succulents.

We have welcomed a record number of new members this year – we hope they will bring a good crop of entries for the Show. The schedule for our Annual Show on 12th August is available from the Post Office or from Mrs Allan on 33828.

If a man in a garden says something and there is no woman 
within ear-shot to hear what he has said, is he still wrong? 
 

THE ASSOCIATION OF PET DOG TRAINERS

This is Britain’s leading dog training body. I am Tiverton’s first member of the APDT and was assessed and passed with a high standard in 2004. The APDT was established in 1995 to provide pet owners a guaranteed quality of pet dog training. They adopt a ‘no-choke chain’ policy and ensure positive and humane dog training only is used. 

I have trained and rehabilitated some fabulous dogs from Willand and the surrounding area and work closely with the Blue Cross, as I specialise in Rescue Dog rehabilitation (I have four rescue dogs myself). Dogs can have such a positive role in your life and it is wonderful to see dog owners working hard to help their dogs through a behavioural problem they are having, or simply training them to respond to useful cues or learning new activities. 

I run courses at Willand, Halberton, and Bickleigh and conduct home visits for behavioural consultations. For further information about ‘clicker’ courses or behavioural rehabilitation please contact:  Dylans Harmonious Pets, P.O. Box 97 Tiverton Devon EX16 5PG, visit www.Harmoniouspets.com  or telephone 01884 258256  (mobile 07739 846628) or you can check out APDT at www.apdt.co.uk 

                                                                                                                        Leona Clark
There IS such a word as can’t.

PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY - FOOTPATH NO. 5

Whilst on the subject of dogs, or just walking in general, you may have seen an outline Planning Application for Willand which suggests the development is “affecting a public right of way”. With non-tarmaced footpaths in very short supply here, you’ll be pleased to know it’s only the view that will be affected from the stile and footbridge over the old Culm Valley Railway line behind TGD on the Industrial Estate. At the moment.                                                             Ed.

Don’t pitch ambitions too high; they may come down 

with snow on them
AWARDS FOR ALL

Willand Tennis Club has been awarded £5000 grant from the Awards for All Lottery and this means work can start the first week of June to build a fourth floodlit hard tennis court and resurface the 3rd court. The project, which has been two and a half years in the pipeline and will cost approximately £43,000, has come together now with the aid of the Lottery Award.

Other funds have come from  Uffculme Environmental - £10,000, Mid Devon District Council (Section 106) - £6500, Devon Lawn Tennis association - £2000, Mid Devon District Council - £500, Gemini Radio Charitable Trust - £500, Heathcoat Trust - £500, Amory Trust - £500, Willand Village Community Trust - £250, Willand Parish Council - £200, Willand United Charities - £150 and a £250 donation from the President of Willand Tennis Club, Miss E. J. Levett. The remaining money has been raised by the Tennis Club with Bingo’s, Tennisathon and subscriptions. This project is the second phase of a three-phase project. The first was floodlighting the third tennis court last year and next year we are resurfacing the double court.

The membership has been steadily growing and at the end of last year, it stood at 70 adult members and 45 juniors. There is a waiting list for next years coached juniors. The courts are open to the Public, the key is kept opposite the courts at Driftwood, Gables Road, Willand, tel no. 01884 32331 or if you would like to become a member, please contact me on 01884 820803.                      Rita Parish

Seeing is more reliable than overhearing.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH
Most of us, if not all, have concerns, possibly on a daily basis. Worries about paying all the many bills that come along, looking out for our loved ones, having to work or looking after a young family.   If we have enough strength or money in our pockets at the end of the month, then maybe we can have some enjoyment, but this is not always possible. So, if you are sad, it helps to know that God will listen and will help you to cope with all the pressures of life. So why not have a chat with him today.                                                                           Chris Brewitt

You can’t taste joy if you don’t take the paper off.

AN INTERESTING EVENT

Took place at the Village Hall on the afternoon of May 5th.  Fourteen members of the Women’s Institute who belonged in 1970 in Willand (disbanded since 1997) met for a reunion, at the invitation of a B.B.C. researcher and film crew of Denham Productions, based in Plymouth.

They had traced a member, Betty Penberthy, through W.I. records, who was most surprised to be asked if she could contact any more ex – members and if so, they would all be invited to see an old film, which included Willand villagers who belonged to the W.I. at the time.  She was successful. Greetings and hugs started in the car park as they saw old friends and again when they entered the hall, to find more inside. The original film showed demonstrations of hair styles (beehives) and a Judo competition but it was when the audience, that included themselves was shown, that the excitement rose. Comments of ‘look, there you are’, and ‘was that me?’ were heard.  Prior to the start of the afternoon ‘event’, the Producer requested that they ignore the camera and sound equipment, which resembled a wide look-alike floor mop which hovered over their heads, wielded by a slender young woman. Cables trailed about. The ladies, Septuagenarians and Octogenarians totalling combined ages of over 1000 years, joined the singing of ‘Jerusalem’ with themselves, on film, when they were 30 to 40 years old.

One lady was wired up for sound and good natured enough to accept a mike tucked inside her bra by a cameraman. This had the effect of many laughs and when watching the film, eyes glistened with mirth and nostalgic memories.

The production unit, who had worked alongside Rick Stein for South West T.V. had started work at 6.00am that day to cover other events and had already organised seating and set up a carbon lamp for intense light when the ladies arrived. They waved cheerfully on their departure as they headed for their next event. A point of interest is that it was a W.I. member at Willand, who was the first qualified lady electrician in England, who wired up the Village Hall when it was newly built and other members sewed the original curtains.

                                                                                         Jo Hudson (an onlooker)
Listen to the silence.
ANOTHER STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE.

If you travel in an easterly direction from Verbeer Manor, one eventually comes to a double water course. The first one we will call “courtesy stream”, because it is just that. A weir at Selgar’s Mill provides and ensures a steady flow of water to meander down through the fields, to pass under the road just below Willand Cemetery, then onwards to provide drinking water for the farm animals which stock the various farms on route.

At one time, where the stream passes just east of the Verbeer Manor, a series of stepping stones used to be maintained for the use of people of Cullompton who were intent on visiting Tom Sander’s butchers shop in Old Willand (Tom was Ron’s father). The route from Cullompton was via the Bradfield road, down the lane past Hayne Farm, across the footbridge over the Culm, then across the field to “stepping stone” crossing, up “skin factory” lane, turn right at the café, down into Old Village and you were there. The meat, butchered on the premises, was reputed to be ‘second to none’.

The second water course is the Culm proper. Passing under the road bridge opposite West Lodge, the river immediately divides. The main body flows onto the right-hand bank, over a weir, whilst a smaller body of water continues straight on, under what was once Bradfield Mill, (later converted to Factory Cottages when the Mill closed). A part of this latter flow ran alongside a building known as the Battery House. A turbine wheel here generated electricity, the purpose of which was to provide a power supply to Bradfield House. The House and the Mill were owned by the Walrond family. Lady Walrond was the daughter of  J.P. Coates, a world-wide cotton manufacturer. Her husband was Sir John Walrond (later Lord Walrond). 

Serge and blanket materials were produced at the Mill and it could be that worsted was also made there.  When sufficient material was ready for dyeing, it was manhandled over the leat footbridge, across the field and through “courtesy stream” and up to the long, low building on the right now known by and named Dyehouse. When production was in its heyday, pack horses were used for transportation.                                                         Frank Clarke & Ron Sanders

Ed’s note. I showed this part of Frank and Ron’s article to a lady I met at the old Mill and she sent me the following. I’ll find space in the next Magazine for the rest of Frank and Ron’s article.

Bradfield Mill
My name is Judith Higginbottom and I have lived at Mill Cottage, one of the four ‘slices’ of Bradfield Mill, since 1984. I have done some research into the history of the Mill and am indebted to local historian Mr Anthony Walker (who published an excellent book entitled “A Culm Valley Album” and who visited the Mill whilst researching the book) and to the late Mrs Frances Rew, of Red Willows (another ‘slice’ of the Mill), for much of my information.

Your correspondents are correct about water from the Culm being used to power a battery which supplied electricity to Bradfield House. According to Mrs Rew, it was installed at the very end of the 19th century (I don’t have an exact date). If you stand on the road bridge over the Culm behind the Mill, you can see a derelict red-brick building. This is still referred to as the Dynamo House and was built to house the dynamo which created the electricity for a massive accumulator battery, which was used to power Bradfield House - the house was one of the first in Mid Devon to have a domestic electricity supply.  An additional leat was built for the purpose, which runs off the Mill leat and just parallel to the Culm. You can still see the remains of the iron housing for some kind of turbine wheel which was used to power the dynamo. The water would have been a good source of power and this additional leat runs back into the Culm after a few yards. The river is lower now than it used to be, as the Water Board (as was) built a new weir next to the road bridge in the 1970’s to counteract the threat of flooding. As a result, both the Mill leat and that for the Dynamo House are quite shallow now but after heavy rain, the water pours with great force through the Dynamo leat.

It’s unlikely that the turbine would have supplied power to the Mill as well, as the dates and known use of the Mill don’t bear this out. Bradfield Mill was a fulling mill, not a spinning or weaving mill. Fulling was the process by which the woven woollen cloth was condensed, thickened and strengthened. The cloth was folded or rolled and treated with soapy water and beaten with wooden mallets. When the Mill was in use, the material was carted in through a large entrance, end-on to the road (you can still just see traces of this on the outside of the present building if you look hard).  Part of the Mill (now my living room) had a large wooden trap door open to the leat below. Water from this was used to clean the material and after fulling, it was taken to other factories in the area (Dyehouse, Coldharbour, etc.). As far as I can find out, cloth was not produced at Bradfield Mill.

The main leat departs from the Culm just below the road bridge and flows through a sluice and under the old Mill, to rejoin the Culm below Skinners Farm. The Mill closed down in 1870 - like most mills in the area, it simply couldn’t compete with the coal-powered woollen industry of Yorkshire. Mrs Rew was friendly with the Walrond family and she told me they were quite glad when it closed. The lady of Bradfield House, she said, didn’t like looking at a factory from her back windows. The closure of the Mill was over twenty years before the construction of the Dynamo House, so the power couldn’t have been used for the Mill.

The social history of the building is quite interesting. There was a mill on this site (presumably a grain mill) in the Domesday Book. In 1870, Disraeli’s government passed the Artisan’s Dwelling Act. Disraeli was a great social reformer and was very concerned about the plight of the rural poor and the state of their housing. This Act made grants available for landlords to improve cottages and create decent housing for their workers. The Walrond’s availed themselves of this and converted Bradfield Mill into four cottages for their workers. The top two storeys were removed and although the exterior of the building is 17th century (possibly earlier), the interiors date from 1870 and much of these Victorian interiors survive. The Mill had been in financial difficulties for some years before its closure and there had been at least one serious fire there in the mid 19th century.

There is a photograph of the Mill (I have a copy) when it was still working, which shows the original four-story building with people posed in the doorways and windows. This photograph is reproduced in Mr. Anthony Walker’s book and whilst we know that photography was invented in 1849, it is unlikely that it would have been available in this area until the end of the 1850’s. The photograph of the Mill is not dated but it must have been taken sometime between the late 1850’s and the closure of the Mill in 1870. At that time, an exposure time of between 20 and 30 minutes would have been necessary to make a daylight photograph such as this one, so the workers would have had to have posed for up to half an hour.
When I moved into my house, I found a number of Victorian artefacts when digging in the garden and in the bed of the leat. It was a dry year and Mrs Rew asked me to dig out the bed of the leat so that she could install an H-ram, which was used to water our gardens. Items I found included glass bottles, a pottery doll’s head and a headless pottery doll and a metal Indian beaker. I was interested to read recently that the owners of ex-woollen mills in South Somerset have installed turbines and are now using their mills to generate ‘green’ electricity, which is fed into the National Grid. I am exploring whether it might be possible to do something similar here but the flow of water is quite low.

                                                                                               Judith Higginbottom 

Judith is a film and T.V. producer and writer and has recently been involved in a book entitled ‘The Quest for the Wicker Man’ (Luath Press), which is a collection of essays on the film The Wicker Man. Many thanks for your article, Judith.    And for the historically minded, following on from last month’s article, I’ve recently come across a reproduction of a 1765 map of the Culm Valley which clearly specifies Stones Hill as the road down to Five Bridges.                         Ed.

Grievances make good umbrellas but they also hide the sun.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL, UFFCULME 

If you get your magazine early, as mentioned last time, the Friends will be holding a Car Boot Sale at the Mill,  to run in conjunction with a Bar-B-Q;   this will be on FRIDAY 23rd JUNE with "Booters" arriving - and PLEASE, PLEASE, NOT BEFORE 4.30pm and  Buyers from 6pm.   We really must emphasise that the "Booters" do not come before 4.30 as it makes difficulties with the Mill opening hours.   Cars £4. and Vans £5.   Please also note there is a 
forthcoming photographic exhibition at the Mill, by Brian and Shirley Mogford, from June 5th - July 28th, 10:30am – 5.00pm, open daily. Admission: £2 for adults & seniors, £1.50 for children Contact: 01884 840960
A coach trip is being organised for Monday 10th July, to the Welsh National Museum, leaving the Mill Car Park at 9.30am sharp and returning at approximately 7pm.   Tickets £9.50 and obtainable from the Mill Shop or phone Kathleen (01884 840359) or Bill Douglas (01884 840370).   Hurry, hurry if you wish to go, as tickets sell very quickly.

On Thursday 20th July there will be a Quiz evening, plus Alfresco Supper at the Mill - start 7.30 sharp - Tickets £5.per head – quiz probably in teams of 4 but if your "party" is less than 4, then teams will be made up on the evening. 
Sunday 3rd September is of course Bridwell Country Fair at Uffculme in aid of the Mill and by kind permission once again of Lord and Lady Ivar Mountbatten. 10.00am to 6.00pm.   Phone the Mill if you wish to "rent a space" for a stall (01884 840960).   Anyone able to volunteer help on the day for the Friends please contact Kathleen (number above) and donations for our stalls would be greatly appreciated.   Many thanks in advance. 

Friday 22nd September will be the Committee's "At Home" evening which is a "freebie" and thank you to the Friends for their help and assistance over the past twelve months.   Evening starts at 7 pm, so come along and enjoy yourselves. Potential Friends also welcome!! And just to wet your appetites:- Thursday 26th October we will be staging a concert by the Exe Valley Singers at the Uffculme Village Hall (not the Mill this time) and more details next time.

Monday 20th November, Renee Harvey will be showing a film - also at the Village Hall - and again, more details next time.  Saturday 2nd December - guess what??  Our Christmas Coffee Morning!!!  From 10.30am at the Mill, plus our "Lucky Date" draw for those of you who have bought tickets on and after the Spring Bank Holiday mini-market.                                 MARGOT SHERGOLD


Even straight lines have somewhere to go.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Thank you to those of you who attended our coffee morning – in spite of the lack of notice. We have received several donations towards the kitchen fund, including CAMEO and the Folk Dance Club, as well as several individuals. We have received one quote and are awaiting another one. As we want to cause minimum disruption to our users, we will try to arrange fitting for either the Autumn half term or the Christmas break.

Mary Isaac’s whist drives continue to raise funds for the Hall. The trustees very much appreciate her continuing support. She would be very pleased to see more Willand residents at these events.  Our AGM was held in May, with only one member of the public attending. The officers were re-elected. The only representative to change was Edith Patterson, who gave up her Over 60’s seat to Kath Thomas and is now a public representative instead. We still have a vacancy for one member of the public if anyone is interested in joining the committee

.

You may have noticed that work has now started on the fourth tennis court – it is hoped that it will encourage more people to play, Please bear with the disruption to the car park whilst this work is going on.  Please remember to book the Hall well in advance if you need it for a special occasion – it does get booked up quickly. For bookings, please contact Tony Wills on 01884 34782.    Carol Allan

Happiness often comes in disguise and never when due.

CAMEO

Our Chairman, Di Batchelor, welcomed the ladies to our May evening meeting, during which she requested help again, this year for Women’s Refuge in Exeter. The collection has already started for children’s clothes, toys and toiletries. Many Mothers arrive urgently at the Refuge, having had no time to collect necessary items in their flight.

Donna Statham, fund-raising Manager covering the whole of Devon for Marie Curie Cancer Care, was our speaker for the evening. We heard that 2000 nurses are employed nationally to give physical and emotional support and relax stressed patients in their own homes. Children, when visiting a hospital, often become overwhelmed and uneasy at the bedside of a parent but when they are at home, relax and cuddle up. Marie Curie also liaise with Social Services to give more help in providing, in the way of hand grips and sloping surfaces for wheelchairs. In 2005, Donna raised £236,000 by her own efforts and £17,000 was collected from the sale of daffodil emblems, the symbol of hope for cancer sufferers. Molly Lee thanked her warmly on two counts, first for the wonderful care given to our own members and also for the interesting talk. After refreshments, members provided amusing anecdotes and jokes, together with cuttings from newspapers which had us all chuckling.

Another enjoyable evening was organised by Mary Tebbey when we saw a colourful production of ‘Kiss me Kate’ at Wellington. At times, thirty singers and dancers were on stage, the musical accompaniment was excellent, as were the two comic actors and harmonising. The tempestuous Kate was spanked hard on her bottom and we hoped that she was well padded.

Mary has also taken the walking group on a circuit of Tiverton and around Uffculme - both trips had breaks for refreshments, the latter at Coldharbour Mill. Our June speaker, Anna Sutherland, amused us with her true stories of theatre life as an actress, and how she gained tips when she met Joyce Grenfell and her own written monologues. Also, with the teaching profession, she had moving stories to tell of deprived children in Birmingham.  Our singles group are on holiday but no doubt will return with hilarious (probably hair-raising) stories, to be told next time. Now we are looking forward to a mystery tour at the end of June, once again organised by Mary.                                                                        Jo Hudson
If it’s not working, dismantle and reassemble.

LETTER TO THE ED.

Hi Brian, an excellent article from Frank Clarke/Ron Sanders.  On the Staunch Hill subject, the name originates from a farm called Stone's that was once located at the top of the hill - it is on the 1839 Tithe map.  It probably dated from around the 1500’s and would have taken the name of Stone from the family that farmed there.  The 1841 census shows that it was no longer a working farm but cottages housing families of labourers, its land having been absorbed by the surrounding holdings.  The buildings were knocked down when the railway was built between 1841 and 1844.  The hill has kept the name and as you point out, the local dialect pronunciation.  I will put something in the next history group report about this - we also have a contemporary report on the planting of the Jubilee Tree on the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887.                Cheers,                        James

VACANCY

Willand Parish Council is looking for an enthusiastic person to undertake various odd jobs and maintenance around the village.  This is intended to be a paid but occasional position.

For further information please contact the Clerk on 01884 258297.

***********
Never wash up until you’ve given someone else the chance.

‘THE SYSTEM’  -  IS IT ME?

It was 6.35pm on a Friday evening at the end of May.  A widowed lady, who has lived in Willand for a number of years - and would be eligible for the Over 60’s Club - had a very nasty fall outside her house. She lay on the ground for ten minutes or so before someone passed by and she called out for help. The ‘Samaritan’ helped her into her house and at 6.50pm telephoned for a doctor, who said he would call for an ambulance to take the lady to the R.D. & E. in Exeter for an X-ray.  At 8.00pm, with no sign of an ambulance, another call was made to the out-of-hour’s doctor services. Fifteen minutes later, the same doctor rang to say he had no idea how long the ambulance would be. 

At 8.48pm, the ambulance arrived and two paramedics checked as to the seriousness of the fall. They encouraged the lady to go for the X-ray but said it would have been so much better if instead of calling a doctor, the Samaritan had dialled 999, as it was certain they would have arrived much earlier and probably would have taken the patient to Tiverton Hospital.

The lady left Willand at 9.00pm and was ‘booked into’ A. & E. at Exeter at approximately 9.45 pm.  A neighbour had been advised by the paramedics as they left to call A. & E. around 10.00pm, to try to establish whether the X-rays had been taken, if the lady needed to be collected and brought home, or was to be kept in hospital. The answer to this call was that the lady was still waiting for an X-ray. She was still waiting at 11.05. She was still waiting at 11.35 but the department said they would ring the neighbour back themselves when anything was known.  The neighbour eventually got the call at 01.37am to say the lady had no fractures and was ready to be taken home. Apparently, the A. & E. department looked like something from a war-zone. At 2.10am in the morning, there were eight people standing around outside, smoking, drinking and chatting, ten or twelve inside seemingly waiting to be collected, with another twelve to fifteen still patiently waiting to be seen, in varying degrees of distress. Our lady had been given a brief examination by a doctor at 01.30am and had not been X-rayed at all, which was the only reason she had got into the ambulance in the first place.

So, to recap, the lady fell at 6.35pm. The doctor was telephoned at 6.50pm, ambulance arrives at 8.48pm, leaves Willand at 9.00pm and the lady is booked into A. & E. at 9.45pm(?), to be seen by a doctor at 01.30am. I’m sure all the NHS target times were met, regardless of the frustration suffered by all concerned. Cynical? Moi? Perhaps it is worthwhile remembering this ‘very rare and unusual occurrence’, as the police would currently term it, if you are ever placed in this situation yourself. Then choose the option which is best for you – not the system. Your observations, from whichever side of the fence you are on, would be most welcome.                                                                                     Ed. 

Gardens should be designed from kitchen windows.

MORE MEDICAL.

There may come a time when you are in desperate need of dental treatment over the weekend period. Recent correspondence to the Exeter Primary Care Trust by a resident has established that as from June 1st, such treatment is available at the Dental Access Centre at Heavitree, Exeter, as well as locations in Plymouth and Newton Abbot. Opening times are from 10.00am to 5.00pm on both Saturdays and Sundays and you can access the service by telephoning Devon Doctors on 01392 823682.                                                                                                     Ed.

You won’t get rid of a cold by passing it on.

WILLAND PRIMARTY SCHOOL
The summer term is speeding to its end and everyone at the school is very busy. In  May, children in Year Six all did their SATs. It was a very important week as their results get sent to their secondary schools. Each and every child has their hopes held high as they only get told their results in July.

At the beginning of June the school held the annual Cheese and Wine event for the new parents of children who start school with us next year. The children are now visiting the school regularly for story and playtime in preparation for September.   On the 12th and the 15th June, Year 6 had their Leavers Trip. They all enjoyed the activities including: Abseiling, Rock climbing and weaselling (scampering). Weaselling is when you have to squeeze through two, three and sometimes four rocks at a time. Year 6 found out some amazing facts about Dartmoor, including: all of Dartmoor’s rock is made out of granite, it is all natural, it comes from the underground and is made by volcanoes.

In case some of you don’t know, abseiling is a sport in which you have very many ropes and lean off the side of the cliff. You then every so often move your feet down until you reach the bottom. And of course you all know what rock climbing is - the truth is in the name. You climb up rocks obviously!!!

Tuesday, 20th of June it is Sports Day at Willand Rovers. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Football Club once again for enabling  us to hold the event at their superb facilities. It is always a lovely day for the whole school.

On the 13th July children from the school will be attending the Over 60’s club to entertain the members. We look forward to this each year.   We would also like to invite senior citizens to the dress rehearsal of this year’s production ‘Peter Pan’ on Tuesday 18th of July. Tickets available for this, and the two evening performances on the 19th and 20th July, from the main office. Also, please don’t forget the Environmental area is open to the community on these lovely summer evenings and during the holidays.

Year 6
School Ed: This is the last edition from this year’s journalists. I would like to thank them all for their hard work and their ability to stick to a deadline. We are very proud of all our Year 6 children and wish them all the best for their future as they transfer to their secondary schools.

Magazine Ed! Thank you all from me, too and please continue to write in such a way which is extremely enjoyable to read. 

Comfort sometimes comes from unfamiliar voices.

VIEWS ON AGING
Do you realize that the only time in our lives when we like to get old is when we’re kids? If you’re less than 10 years old, you’re so excited about aging that you think in fractions.
“How old are you?”     

“I’m four and a half!”  You’re never thirty-six and a half. You’re four and a half, 
going on five! That’s the key.
You get into your teens, now they can’t hold you back. You jump to the next number, or even a few ahead. 
“How old are you?” 
“I’m gonna be 16!”  You could be 13, but hey, you’re gonna be 16! And then the greatest day of your life – you become 21. Even the words sound like a ceremony. YOU BECOME 21.  YESSSS!!! 
Then you TURN 30.  Ooooh, what happened there?  Makes you sound like bad milk!  There’s no fun now, you’re just a sour-dumpling. What’s wrong?  What’s changed?   You BECOME 21, you TURN 30, then you’re PUSHING 40. Whoa!  Put on the brakes, it’s all slipping away. Before you know it, you REACH 50 and your dreams are gone. But wait.  You MAKE it to 60!  So you BECOME 21, TURN 30, PUSH 40, REACH 50 and MAKE it to 60.
You’ve built up so much speed that you HIT 70! After that it’s a day-by-day thing; you HIT Wednesday!  You get into your 80s and every day is a complete cycle; you HIT lunch; you TURN 4:30; you REACH bedtime.  And it doesn’t end there.  Into the 90s, you start going backwards; “I was JUST 92.” Then a strange thing happens.  If you make it over 100, you become a little kid again. “I’m 100 and a half!” May you all make it to a healthy 100 and a half!!
 
HOW TO STAY YOUNG
1. Throw out non-essential numbers. This includes age, weight and height.       Let the doctors worry about them. That is why they’re there.

2. Keep only cheerful friends.  The grouches pull you down.
3. Keep learning.  Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, whatever. Never let the brain idle. An idle mind is the devil’s workshop.
4. Enjoy the simple things.
5.   Laugh often, long and loud.  Laugh until you gasp for breath.
6.   The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and move on. The only person who is 
       with us our entire life is ourselves.  Be ALIVE while you are alive. 

7. Surround yourself with what you love, whether it’s family, pets,       keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, whatever. Your home is your refuge.

8. Cherish your health:  If it is good, preserve it.  If it is unstable, improve   

       it.  If it is beyond what you can improve, get help. 
9.    Don’t take guilt trips. Take a trip to the shops, to the next county; to a 
       foreign country but NOT to where the guilt is.    

10. Tell the people you love that you love them, at every opportunity.

“You’ve really done that well” is better than “why didn’t you…?”
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
The article “A Stroll Down Memory Lane” in the last magazine, proved a great source of information to us all.  With reference to the Jubilee Tree that was once at the top of Staunch Hill, we have found the following entry in the Parish Vestry minute book of the era:  “Jubilee Memorial Tree:  A Jubilee Tree - a Plane - presented by Sir John Walrond Bart. of Bradfield - was planted on Friday Afternoon December 23rd 1887 under the superintendence of Mr James Parkhouse of Verbeer House, Willand, as a Memorial of the Fiftieth Year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria’s reign.  It was planted by Masters Francis William, and Reginald Chester Copleston, sons of the Rector, and Master John Daniel Lloyd, eldest son of Mr W. H. Lloyd of Townlands.  The Rev. W. Chester Copleston made a few preliminary remarks suited to the occasion.  Among those also present were, Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Stokes (Wakopa) Master C. Harden (cousin of the Rector) and Mr. Rabjohns, besides many of the school children, such of whom threw a handful of earth around the base of the tree by way of completing the ceremony. A verse of the National Anthem was sung, and the gathering dispersed.”

This entry refers to two of the larger houses in the parish, the now-demolished Townlands and Wakopa (renamed The Laurels around 1920).  These are two properties that represent a large gap in our search for photos to use in The Book of Willand.  Other houses for which we do not have photos include Somerville House, Woodlands, Pitfield and Burn Rew.  We would be grateful for any assistance in this direction, or indeed any information or memories of the larger houses in Willand, and the people who lived in them.
Meanwhile, the History Group has been continuing with the project of recording the grave memorials in St Mary’s graveyard.  This has proved to be not as easy as it sounds as weathering, decay and lichen growth has rendered the inscriptions on some of the oldest gravestones in to barely decipherable hieroglyphics.  However, results have been rewarding.  It is interesting to reveal the surnames of Willand families that so often crop up through the history of the parish, names such Binford, Chick, Salter or Bass.  Generations of such families are laid to rest in the graveyard, families that span the social spectrum from landowners and farmers to tradesmen and farm labourers, all within the same few dozen square foot of land.  It is also interesting to consider the stories that lay behind each name.  For example, in the Rugg family plot can be found the grave of William Rugg, a gunner in the Royal Marine Artillery, who died at the age of 36 in November 1916, having spent many months in a hospital in Yarmouth, no doubt as the result of an injury received on the Western Front in the First World War.  There are also the gravestones of notables who came from outside the parish to live in Willand, such as Henrietta Edwards (1814-90) and her nieces, Jane Layard (1848-90) and Clemence Layard (1846-1926). The gravestone records that Henrietta was the daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel Clement Martin Edwards (of His Majesty’s First Ceylon Regiment and who had died in Malta in 1816) and her brother was General Clement Alexander Edwards CB (who had served for 53 in the Royal Irish Regiment -18th Foot - and seen action in the Crimean War and across the British Empire).  The Layard sisters were the daughters of colonial administrator Sir Charles Peter Layard KCMG, who had been Government Agent in the Western Provinces of Ceylon.  The family had spent a happy time living at Townlands house in the old village during the 1880s.  Not far away is the burial place of Diana Wakely (1912-2000), another ‘daughter of the Empire’, who came to live in Willand more recently.  An obituary in a national paper said that Diana, “was born into the British Empire’s military elite, – both of her grandfathers were sent to quell the 1857 Indian mutiny.  She maintained the family tradition by marrying a career soldier who later became a Brigadier.  Diana was an intrepid character, who travelled through the most dangerous parts of India on crowded steam trains, joined tiger hunts, fished in the remote rivers, ran soup kitchens in every far-flung corner of the empire and proved to be a fearless horsewoman.”

Finally, it is with regret that Willand History Group has learned that Alan Voce of Tiverton Museum has recently passed away.  Alan, who looked after the archives at the Museum, gave the Group invaluable advice when we reorganized our own archive and had passed on copies of numerous Willand documents, some of which he displayed at our last Exhibition.  He held a deep knowledge of local history and, as a member of the local Methodist circuit, took a keen interest in the history of Willand Methodist Chapel.  We pass on our condolences to his family.

                                                                            James Morrison (01884 250057)

AND FINALLY

A short Mag this time – too many people on holiday! I’d be most grateful for articles on ANY subject between now and Wednesday, August 16th. Thanks.   Ed.

WILLAND DIARY

July

Tuesday             4th       Willand Rovers Bingo,                            W,V.H.,   7.30pm

Wednesday        5th       Willand Pre-School – Trip to Crealy

Thursday           6th        Methodist Church Coffee Morning                       10.00am

Tuesday           11th       British Legion Bingo                               W.V.H.,   7.30pm

Wednesday      12th       Willand Garden Club  - Hostas               W.V.H.,   7.30pm

Thursday         13th        Pre-School Graduation                           W.V.H.,  10.00am

Thursday         13th         Over 60’s Club                                       W.V.H.,   2.15pm

Tuesday          18th        Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,   7.30pm

Sunday            23rd        Pre-School Children’s Family Disco   W.V.H., 2-4.00pm

Monday           24th        Over 60’s Club Outing – Wells & Cheddar,           9.30am

Tuesday           25th
Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                         7.30pm

Saturday          29th        Willand Youth Club Coffee Morning,   W.V.H.,  10.00am

Monday           31st         Blood Donors,                                       W.V.H.

August

Tuesday            1st        Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.     7.30pm

Thursday          3rd            Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                       10.00am
Monday            7th        Culm District Flower Club                      W.V.H.,   2.15pm

Tuesday            8th        British Legion Bingo                               W.V.H.,   7.30pm

Thursday         10th       Over 60’s Club                                         W.V.H.,   2.15pm 

Saturday          12th       Willand Garden Club - Flower and Vegetable Show 

Tuesday           15th           Willand Rovers Bingo                              W.V.H.,  7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 16TH  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE NEXT MAGAZINE
Friday              18th       Cowgirl Twisters                                      W.V.H.

Monday           21st       Over 60’s Club Outing to Poole               W.V.H.,  9.00am
Tuesday           22nd      Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                            7.30pm

September

Tuesday            5th       Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H.   7.30pm

Thursday           7th       Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                       10.00am

Saturday            9th       Willand Youth Club - Meat Bingo,          W.V.H.,  7.00pm
