EDITORIAL                                                  No. 56       January/February 2005          
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal in the Willand area has raised a record £2004.09 and the organiser, Mary O’Neil, would like to express her sincere thanks to the villagers (and collectors) for their help and generous support.  Sandra Goff and all the staff at Willand Service Station would also like to say ‘thank you’ to everyone who contributed to this year’s total of £1837.30 for Children in Need. On a more modest scale, perhaps I should say the same to those who have given me a total of £10 for Doreen Williams. She’s the lady in Cullompton who cares for injured wildlife, referred to in the last issue and who also has asked me to pass on her thanks. Still on the subject of raising funds, the Culm Valley Branch of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution collects about £6000 each year to help keep the Lifeboats afloat.  The branch needs more volunteers who would be prepared to collect on one or more of their Flag Days. If you would like to help, please contact the Hon Sec., Dave Spiers, 9 New Cut, Cullompton, EX15 3EB, on 01884 35955.

One other item regarding the contents of this issue. I have reproduced, at the request of the local constabulary, a leaflet relating to domestic abuse. I found it extremely hard-hitting and thought-provoking. I had to think hard about its inclusion in a parish magazine which is read by people of all ages. However, the local churches have embraced the idea, and it’s my view that if it helps just one person, it’s totally justifiable.

All I ask is the opportunity to prove that money can’t make me happy – Spike Milligan

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

First of all, a very Happy Christmas and New Year to everyone in the village! On the 23rd October our third history exhibition and coffee morning was held at the Village Hall. Despite some rotten weather the attendance was very good and a final sum of over £80 was raised. The exhibition followed the history of Willand from its origins through to the end of the twentieth century, including sections of the village’s contribution in the First and Second World War.  

In addition, we were able to learn much more from those who came along.  We discovered the locations of up to thirty wells and springs in and around the Old Village, supporting a theory that a major reason for a settlement being established in Willand was the water supply. Many names were also added to the ‘gaps’ in our old School and Brownie photo’s, while various stories were related about the village through the last century. Such as how, in the Second World War, villagers went to watch films at the army camp on Elmside, how Miss Partridge and the W.I. installed the electrics into the Village Hall and the time a wandering goat walked right into the hall, where a charity auction was being held. We would like to thank all those people who contributed items for the exhibition and all who braved the rain to come along and share their memories. Thanks also to the ladies of the CAMEO Club, whose attendance and help on the day was much appreciated.

In our modern age of high speed global communications, we tend to take for granted how accessible the rest of the world has become through travel and the media. At the same time, we tend to assume this is a fairly recent development and that before the Second World War, a small rural Parish such as Willand would have been largely ignorant of world affairs. However, evidence suggests that by the late Victorian and Edwardian period, Willand was very much part of the wider British Empire, ‘on which the sun never set’.

Awareness of the outside world would have increased from the 1700’s onwards with improvements in roads and transport bringing newspapers and ‘word of mouth’ news from Bristol and Exeter. The arrival of the railway in the 1840’s brought not only news but employment and opportunities, including imperial commerce. There was an outlet for global commodities at Tiverton Junction, through the merchant Edgar Quant, who by the 1890’s was trading in products such as Peruvian Guano (bird dropping fertiliser) and American Linseed.

By the late Victorian age, the curriculum at Willand’s school, founded in 1844, would have put much emphasis on Britain’s empire, celebrating public holidays like Empire Day on May 24th with patriotic processions and much flag waving. Similarly, royal occasions such as Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887 were celebrated by the whole parish, commemorated by the planting of a Jubilee plane tree at the junction of Stones Hill/Dean Hill (cut down to make way for the M5).

There was also a connection to the Empire through direct contact with those who served in British colonies. In the early 1890’s, the Slack family moved into Kimberley, in the Old Village (later renamed Pitfield House). The 1891 census reveals that the two young sons of George and Caroline Slack were both born in India. It can be surmised from this George was employed by the British Raj, either as a soldier or more likely as a member of the Indian Civil Service. As a family, they had spent a period of at least three years there from the birth of their first son Chalow in 1881 and their second, George, three years later. They returned to England some time after 1884 and apparently found Willand an agreeable location to live but only for a short time - by 1893 they had moved on.

One important aspect of British imperialism was Christianity and the work of missionary societies, converting various ‘heathen peoples’ around the world. Like many other parish churches, St Mary’s of Willand played a significant role in fund raising for such missions. As part of this process, missionaries regularly visited the parish to give educative talks about their work. For example, on the 24th February 1910, the Rev. H. Horsley talked about his endeavours in South India and ‘for many years among the Tamil Coolies on the Tea Estates of Ceylon’. Later that year, on 21st August, the Church Missionary Society and the Men’s Bible Class were both addressed by Rev. Lloyd of the Fuh-kien Mission in China. Willand’s vicar at that time, Rev. D. Wood, had himself been a missionary worker and companion of Horsley in Ceylon (Sri Lanka).

There were not many people moving from the Empire to Willand but some villagers emigrated to the other side of the world in search of better opportunities than existed in rural Devon. During the First World War, two Willand men, Walter Vinnicombe and Edmund Goff, were killed while serving in the Australian Army. It is likely that there were other such young men who had left Willand for Australia or other settler colonies in the early twentieth century. One, Leonard Tracey (one of the sons of Dr. Tracey of The Gables), who fought through the First World War, winning a Military Cross for bravery, left the parish after the war to become a farmer in Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). He called the farm “Willand”.

The year ahead is an important one for the group, as we look to consolidate the research which has been done and to add to our knowledge of the parish. At times it seems we are only scratching the surface of Willand’s past but it is reassuring to know the scratch is getting deeper. There is still much research to be done from the manuscripts and documents held in the Devon Records Office, which is now based in its new location at Sowton Industrial Estate, Exeter. We also intend to get out and about in the parish, to see what can be learnt from the ‘landscape archaeology’, to consider why buildings, fields or farms (not to mention warehouses, motorways or new housing developments!!) are located where they are. Then there is our most important source of all, the villagers, whose help in piecing together the recent past is always welcome and appreciated. 

If you would like to contact Willand History Group with further information, or if you would like to become involved, please contact John Crocker (01884 35589) or me, James Morrison ( 01884 250057 )
Give me the luxuries of life and I will willingly go without the necessities.
WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

I read a prayer the other day and it reminded me of how quickly life can pass by and it does seem to go faster the older you get.  As people, we are so occupied with our daily chores, you know the sort of things, work, meetings, watching TV,

being on the internet, etc. We get tangled up in all kinds of projects, and just maybe, we are missing the point. It pays to stop and think about what is going on.

 

At this time of the year, because it's Christmas time, we all consider God and the birth of Jesus, but you know, it's not just for Christmas time, God is there for us always. Give him more time in your lives.                               Chris Brewitt
The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up.

STILL TRYING TO CUT DOWN THE PAPERWORK?

There was an article in the July/August edition, about stopping unsolicited mail. The people at the address given to write to about unaddressed junk mail have sent me a letter, saying their service is not yet ‘up and running’. They have sent me a different address, which they assure me will take notice of what you say. The address is Royal Mail Door to Door, Room 130, Wheatstone House, Swindon, Wilts SN3 5JW.                                                                                                  Ed.

One tequila, two tequila, three tequila, floor.

WILLAND PRE SCHOOL
The new school term starts on 10TH JANUARY 2005 and we would like to welcome all new children and their parents to the pre-school. As always please do not hesitate to ask if there is anything you need, also we are always looking for willing volunteers, the more we have the better it is.

VALENTINES DISCO - This is one everyone will remember from last year ‘Oh what a night we had’ well, if you missed it, make a date for this February 19th 2005, music will be by PHOENIX, and the venue Willand Village Hall.

Tickets and further information nearer the time.

May we take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped and contributed throughout the year, this includes everyone from children, parents and businesses in the Willand area. As always, without your help many events would not be possible, many thanks for your continued support (of course).           Sara Newell
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ALL AT WILLAND PRE SCHOOL

And there’s more.

As 2004 draws to a close and we reflect on the past year, we realise what an eventful time it has been for Willand Pre-School. Earlier in the year, we achieved the highest accolade from our Ofsted inspection and of course our illustrious leader of 26 years, Mrs. Osmond, decided to retire.  That role is now provided by the successful partnership of Mrs Angela Troake and Mrs Trudy Saxton. Together, they maintain and are building upon the previously-set high standards in providing a happy and comfortable learning environment for the children.

Work practices and sessions are constantly reviewed in line with children’s needs and next year, for one half term, the Starting School group children will be invited to a six week ‘taster’ session on Friday lunchtimes. Also, 2005 will be our 40th Anniversary, so keep a look out for celebratory events!!    Seasons Greetings! 

                                                                               The Staff, Willand Pre-School
While money doesn’t buy love, it puts you in a great bargaining position.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

According to the Daily Mail, our school was rated 46th out of 227 Primary schools in Devon, in the National Curriculum tests for 11 year-olds in English, Maths and Science. Halberton were 117th and Uffculme 140th.
EXETER CHILDREN’S ORCHESTRA

In 1970, a little blind girl was being taught to play the recorder by a student at St. Luke’s Teacher Training College in Exeter. This little girl’s friend’s, attracted by her enthusiasm for learning music, also came along to have lessons. Soon, the idea of widening the activities to include other instruments led to the formation of an orchestra. The aims of the orchestra are to stimulate an interest in orchestral music, provide opportunities for performing in public and to encourage those who wish to further their musical talents.

Membership is open to all children between the ages of 7 and 17. There is no entrance qualification and no auditions are held – anyone who is learning to play an instrument and can read music well enough to make a start is welcome to join.

Rehearsals take place from 9.45 to 12.15 on Saturday mornings, during term time, at Bishop Blackball Annexe, Exeter College, where you can sit in and see what it is all about.  The Orchestra has various instruments available to hire out to children who would like to learn to play or those who would like to try out a different instrument. The cost of hiring per term is very small and donations to the scheme of unwanted/unused instruments are welcomed.  For further information, please contact Lynda Irons on 01392 666958

Journalists distort the truth, politicians spin the truth.

What’s the difference?

[image: image1.wmf]Willand Parish Plan 2005

In the next issue of the magazine will be included the Willand Parish Plan Questionnaire 2005. The questionnaire has been developed by the Willand Parish Plan Steering Group and is designed to give everyone who lives in Willand who is aged 11 years and over, an opportunity to say what they think about life in Willand today and a chance to say how they’d like to see it improved for the future. 

Please take time to fill in the questionnaire and put your completed copy in the envelope provided and it will be collected by an official collector in the week of the 8th-14th March.

The Steering Group are still looking for help with the collection of the questionnaires. If you can help collect for your street please ring Bridget Westcott (820471) who is organising the collection.                                 Sue Turner 38041
Conversation is the enemy of good food & wine.

BLOOD DONORS

The dates to mark on your new 2005 calendar are Friday 4th March, Monday 27th June and Monday 24th October. ‘Frosty’ has asked me to include a very sincere ‘Thank You’ to Mrs Evelyn Jones, Mrs Joan Newberry and Mrs Mary Pratt, who have now retired from providing the refreshments for so many years – it has been very greatly appreciated. Frosty reminds me that no-one has volunteered to take over her role at the Blood Donor sessions – anyone? please?  And another gem from her – if you don’t already know. To convert Centigrade to Fahrenheit, you multiply by 2 and add 28. From F. to C. is obviously a reverse of the procedure. 
The faintest ink is more powerful than the strongest memory.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Sorry there was no report last month – I didn’t notice the earlier cut off date. The Flower Show this year made a substantial financial loss, so we have instigated a number of changes for next year. The main one is that all entries will be free, but we will not be giving cash prizes – just certificates and the usual cups for winners. An outline of the schedule is below - it will be included again, together with an entry form, (space permitting) in a future issue so that one will have been delivered to every house in Willand. If you require any additional entry forms, you are welcome to photocopy the one in the magazine, or contact me for another. Copies of the full schedule, which contains details of all the cups, will be available later next year if required.

In November, we had a very interesting speaker, Mr Coote, who gave an audio visual display on the Island of Madeira and its flora. The Club took part in the annual Pottinger Cup Quiz, together with other local gardening clubs, at the end of October and came joint third. It was a very enjoyable evening. On 18th November, the Club hosted a quiz evening in aid of The Chestnut Appeal – more elsewhere in the magazine.

Our AGM in December will be followed by a couple of months break, as we do 

not start meetings until March, the first being on Wednesday, 9th. Visitors are always welcome at our meetings. Please phone Carol Allan on 33828 for further details.

FLOWER SHOW SCHEDULES:
VEGETABLE AND FRUIT SECTION 

1)  8 Runner Beans.     2)  8 French Beans (dwarf).     3)  6 Pods of Broad Beans.

4)  8 Pods of Peas (same variety).  5)   5 Spring Sown Onions.    6) 5 Onion Sets. 

7) 10 pickling Onions.           8) 10 Shallots.             9) 5 White Potatoes (round).

10) 5 White Potatoes (other).       11) 5 Coloured Potatoes (round). 

12) 5 Coloured Potatoes (other).        13) 3 Long Carrots. 

14) 3 Carrots (any other kind).  15) 3 Globe Beet. 16) 1 Pair Vegetable Marrows. 17) 2 Lettuces (as grown).     18) 1 Pair Cucumbers.      19) 5 Tomatoes. 

20) 10 Cherry Tomatoes. 21) The longest Runner Bean. 22) Any other Vegetable 

23) 6 different herbs in one container.          24) 5 Culinary Apples. 

25) 5 Dessert Apples.        26) Plate of any other Fruit.
PRODUCE 

27) 1 Jar Jam.    28) 1 Jar Jelly.     29) 1 Jar Lemon Curd.     30) 1 Jar Marmalade.

31) 1 Jar Chutney.   32) 5 fruit scones.  33) 9” apple pie.    34) 5 x savoury tartlets 

35) Victoria sandwich

CRAFTS

36) Cross Stitch.       37) Other embroidery.      38) Any Other Craft.

39) Children’s class – card with collage of a garden (A4 max)

40) Land/Seascape/scene. 41) Other subject oils/watercolour. 

42)Picture other medium. 43) Photo 1(to be decided). 44) Photo 2 (to be decided).

FLOWERS

45) Best Vase. 46) 3 vases garden flowers. 47) 3 blooms med/dec dahlias. 

48) 3 blooms cactus dahlias. 49) 3 blooms pompon dahlias. 

50) Vase 5 double asters. 51) Vase 5 single asters. 52) Vase of 3 gladioli

53) 1 gladiolus. 54) Vase of sweet peas. 55) 3 stems H T Roses. 56) 1 cut rose.

57) Vase of one kind any other flower. 58) Vase of 6 stems annual flowers.

59) Vase of Flowering shrubs (at least 3 kinds). 60) Fuchsia – single

61) Fuchsia – double. 62) Standard fuchsia- single. 63) Standard fuchsia – double

64) Flowering pot plant (not fuchsia). 65) Foliage pot plant. 

66) Cactus or succulent. 67) Planted up pot (max 12” diameter)

68) Carnivorous plant
Flower arrangements

69) Trafalgar (2’6”). 70) Fruit & Flower (18” max). 71) Miniature arrangement.

72) Foliage arrangement in plant pot.

I’ve been on a diet for two weeks and all I’ve lost is two weeks.

CHESTNUT APPEAL QUIZ EVENING

Bobby MacDonnell and Jean Foster of Willand Garden Club organised a Quiz Evening in the Village Hall on Thursday, 18th November. The evening was a great success, with around twenty teams of four entering. The quiz had five rounds and an ongoing sheet of questions with well known (!!!) logos to name. I think some of the questions would have been hard for Mastermind contestants, but many of them were easy enough for most of us to answer, although the quizmaster (Bobby) was extremely strict in allowing marks to be scored. I think Anne Robinson may have met her match! Bobby and Jean would like to thank all those who generously donated prizes for the raffle and those who helped prepare and serve refreshments and clear away after. The Radio Devon Chestnut Appeal, which is working towards building a ‘state of the art’ unit for prostate cancer, will benefit by £250. I am sure that all those who entered enjoyed the evening and we all went away knowing some things we didn’t know before.

A stumbling block is a stepping stone you tripped over.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

The Hall is becoming subject to a number of new pieces of legislation, which will involve additional expense. In addition to very expensive insurance, we have to comply with a number of regulations in order to gain our Public Entertainment Licence. Apart from regular fire service checks, we have to have all electrical equipment checked annually, fire extinguishers, boilers and central heating systems serviced and work done to comply with Health and Safety regulations. In future, the Hall will also have to apply for a license to sell alcohol, as public houses and individuals will no longer be able to apply for licenses for alcohol consumption in places like Village Halls. Another new regulation is that all curtains have to be regularly cleaned and fireproofed – again an additional expense. Added to these expenses are those of cleaning, electricity, gas and water – the list seems never ending!

You may have noticed some building work going on in the Annexe. This is to upgrade the toilets there to one unisex and one disabled unit, so that we are able to comply with yet more regulations. We have applied for a grant to convert the main toilets in the Hall too. We will not know the outcome of the grant application until the New Year, so work will probably not start until at least the end of February. The existing Ladies’ toilet will be converted into a Gents’ toilet and separate disabled unit and the existing Gents’ toilet will be converted to a Ladies’ facility. Obviously! There will be some disruption for users during this time, so we will be asking for your patience and understanding. The Annexe toilets will be open when the main ones are being converted. This work has almost used up all our financial resources, so we will have to take a serious look at our hire charges for the coming year as our fundraising events do not seem to be as well supported as those held for outside charities in the Hall. The Hall is used by a large number of organisations and is also available for parties, weddings, dances, etc. It is used by people from many miles away, as it is convenient for the motorway and has a large car park. The Village should be proud of its Hall and help to support it a bit more.

Having said that, our Christmas Bingo was successful. Special thanks should go to Reg Vile, who did the calling. Reg calls for the Legion and Football Bingos throughout the year and so he misses quite a lot of Willand Rovers’ matches. He also calls for the special Bingos leading up to Christmas, so gives a lot of his time to helping other organisations. Well done, Reg. Thank you also to Steve Vile and his son, who helped sell the tickets and call back, to Arthur Jarrett, who helped with the prize cards / cuts and to all those who helped on the evening. Thank you to those who donated prizes for the raffle and to Lloyd Maunder for kindly donating the chickens. Without the support of the above people, the evening would not have been anywhere near as successful.

We have been having more problems with vandalism. Less than a month after a drainpipe was repaired, it has been broken again and an airgun pellet has broken one of the double glazed units. If anyone sees any vandalism going on, or anyone acting suspiciously in the car park, please phone 999 immediately. If you recognise the culprits, please tell the Police. Your name will not be divulged, so there will be no recriminations against you. If you do call the Police and the culprits are caught, you will have the satisfaction of knowing that they are paying for their antisocial behaviour.

To end on a sad note – we are very sorry to tell you that Mrs Nina Willis will not be running the monthly Whist Drives for the Hall again. She has worked very hard for the past two years and has raised a lot of money for the Hall, for which we are very grateful. Unfortunately for us, Nina and her husband, Brian, will be spending a lot more of their time abroad, so will not be able to commit to these monthly events. I would like to thank Nina for all she has done and wish her and Brian well as they sun themselves in Spain during our cold winter months. On a lighter note, we may have a volunteer to start the whist drives up again, but they will have to be on a Monday. Watch out for notices advertising them. If they go ahead, the first one will be in January.                                       Carol Allan 33828
If you don’t want your children to hear what you are saying, pretend you are talking to them.

ST. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH

The traditional service of 9 carols and lessons will be on Dec 19th at 6.30pm. We unite with Willand Methodist Church for this service and all will be invited to stay on in church afterwards to enjoy mince pies and coffee.  For families with young children, other services catering for the very young are:-
Dec 19th 9.30 am - Nativity.
Dec 24th 4pm - Crib service – the Nativity story told for the very young.

Dec 25th 11am - Christmas Day Family service.

Comment: The government is giving serious consideration to introducing a ‘religious hate’ law. This sounds eminently reasonable and it is clearly well meant. No one should encourage malice towards individuals or groups on account of their religion. No one should incite others to desecrate or damage churches, chapels, synagogues, mosques or temples. People should be accountable for the consequences of what they say. Recent incidents in Holland have shown the violent turn events can take when words stir up violence. However, how would it work in practice?
Will it stifle freedom of speech? Just as Christianity has to stand up to critical scrutiny in public debate, so must all religious belief systems (and unbelief systems for that matter).  Freedom of speech such as we enjoy doesn’t exist in many cultures and I don’t want to see it eroded, even though it means people use it to make all sorts of verbal attacks on Christianity. All systems of belief must be accountable for the behaviour they encourage. Some religion is bad and we must be free to say so – otherwise we may have another Waco or Jonesville. This law could mean we may not be free to oppose Islamic extremists. For example – we must be free to say that they are mistaken who say that being a suicide bomber takes the bomber straight to heaven  That is a false belief and I for one want the freedom to say so and not be accused of inciting hatred.

Will the church be able to take dramatists to court for using the name of Jesus as a ‘4 letter expletive’ under this new law?  The media are not even handed in this –

 the names of Buddha or Mohammed or Allah are not used in that way in the media. The increase in attacks on church premises has grown in direct proportion to the growth of contempt for Christ, Christianity and the church in the media. A case could be made that there is a connection. The older ones among you can remember the time when churches could be left unlocked all the time and no damage done to them.

Will this law encourage people of different religions to be at one another’s throats, by encouraging them to be hypersensitive to criticism? Will it be a form of censorship which means the truth that should be spoken isn’t for fear of falling foul of a lobby group making use of this law? Will it encourage people to take offence when none is intended? Not every religion teaches its followers to turn the other cheek. Extremists are the ones who are good at taking offence.

I can see the law being abused and having exactly the opposite effect to that which is intended. I can see it inflaming rather than calming feelings and relationships. I heard that ‘The road to hell is paved with good intentions’. 
                                                                                                          Keith Horsfall

Kindness consists of loving people more than perhaps they deserve.
FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL 

Life is still very busy at the Mill with the Spinners still spinning and telling various schoolchildren all about the cottage industry of spinning and weaving which was carried out in homes before the days of the Industrial Revolution.  The Archivists are still "archiving", sorting out all the artefacts and memorabilia relating to the Mill's history. The Friends have also been energetic in arranging programmes of interest for fund raising events.


The Bar-B-Q (July), sponsored walk (August), Country Fair and  Friends’ "At Home" evening (September), with a Fox Family evening in October are now all behind us and were all well attended and enjoyable events. For November we are arranging entertainment by the Exe Valley Singers which, at the time of sending off this item - has not yet been held but a report will be in your next magazine.


To come is our CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING being held on Saturday 4th December from 10.30a.m.   Mulled wine and mince pies will be on offer, plus the usual stalls of cakes and produce, bring and buy, etc. and of course a seasonal raffle.


For 2005, we will start with a FILM SHOW to be held on Friday 28th January at 7.30p.m. Tickets £5, to include a buffet. Terry Milton will be showing films of the Wellington and Coldharbour Fox Factories with plenty of historical background including interviews with appropriate experts.


Once again our friend Peter Walter will be officiating at a QUIZ EVENING, to be held on Friday 25th February - 7.30pm sharp. £5.per head to include a ploughman's platter. Teams of 4 as usual but if  you are a "pair" or "single", then still come along and we can make you up into the 4 required. As we need to think ahead for this one, would anyone intending to come please notify Kathleen Sprague (01884 840359) by no later than the 11th February.

Last but not least - for the present - is our ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to be held at the Mill on Wednesday 16th March with a 7.30p.m. start. Hoping you all have an enjoyable Christmas and thanks for your support during 2004.

                                                                                                      Margot Shergold
 The kindly word that fails today may bear its fruit tomorrow.

WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

Winter is certainly here and recent rains make it hard to remember those long dry spells in the Spring and early Summer. That was when the recently installed water supply really came into its own. Now that a full season has passed since this facility has been available, it can be seen that water consumption is much as had been budgeted and does not hold any nasty financial surprises for plotholders.

This is the time for planning crops for next season and the pleasant task of studying seedsmen’s catalogues and choosing what will be sown next year. Our changing climate and the availability of on-site water make it possible to consider some more exotic choices than previously. Climbing French beans did well this year for those growing them, as did outdoor aubergines and spaghetti squash.

The turn of the year brings with it our Annual General Meeting, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall on February 7th 2005. There will be a vacancy for a new Treasurer, as our previous office holder George Bartlett, has moved away from Willand.  All plot-holders will be welcome. May I end by wishing gardeners everywhere a happy festive season and a good growing year in 2005.                      HORTICUS
PUBLIC NOTICES

You may have read in the local paper earlier this month that a florist in Cullompton was applying for an off-license. Yes, I thought it a bit strange but apparently it’s to enable them, along with many other florists in the U.K., to compete with the large supermarkets who are offering to deliver a bottle of champagne with a bunch of flowers.  Told you they were interesting!              Ed.
BUS TIMETABLES

Hardly had the last Magazine gone out, I was getting ‘phone calls to say the buses weren’t stopping at the relevant places in Willand and were missing out the Old Village altogether. I made a call to Mark Whittle, on 01392 889747 at Stagecoach Devon Ltd., Belgrave Road, Exeter, EX1 2LB, who was extremely helpful.  Allegedly, some of the bus drivers had found the new schedule impossible to adhere to, to the extent that another ‘new’ timetable has been produced. If the one you have is dated 20th September 2004, has ‘Cullompton’ spelt in two different ways on the front and the wrong dialling code for Exeter on the back, you’ve got the wrong one. There’s a ‘new’ one dated 17th October 2004 (with corrections) and another ‘new’ one dated 18th October, with a couple of free tickets inside – but they expired on November 30th!!  Confused? Any problems? Ring Mark!! Ed.
If we don’t take care of the customer, somebody else will.
LETTER TO THE ED. - IS THERE ROTARY IN THE CULM VALLEY?

I have recently been asked if the Rotary Club of Great Britain & Ireland is represented in the Culm Valley area and I was pleased to advise that there are nearly 100 active members, mostly living within a 10 mile radius!  Your nearest contact is the Exe Valley Rotary Club, which meets weekly on Wednesday evenings at the Hartnoll Hotel, Bolham, Tiverton. EX16 7RB Tel: 01884 252777.

Rotary comprises men and women in business, from young people climbing the ladder to those who are retired but are still active.  The Rotary motto is Service Above Self. Worldwide, membership is over 1,243,000, in 31,000 clubs in 166 countries. Ever since Rotary was formed in 1905, there have always been worthwhile projects that needed doing or people who needed help. Rotary helps to make the world a better place. Maybe you would like to lend a hand? Write to The Secretary, c/o the above address for further details, or log on to the U.K. website on http://www.ribi.org and see for yourself all the information that this short article cannot attempt to cover adequately. Alternatively, ‘phone me, Richard Taylor on 01884 840300.

Proof of intelligence on Mars is that they have not bothered to try to contact Earth.

LADIES CAMEO GROUP
In September, we had an interesting talk from the Editor of the
Tiverton Gazette. She recalled her early days in journalism and the enormous changes that had taken place in the printing trade since she started. She gave us an idea of the organisation of a local newspaper and the way she decided which topics to follow up in the paper and where to draw the line as invasion of privacy.

The October meeting started by finalising the arrangements for the Coffee Morning on Oct 9th. The members who were helping (nearly everyone) were asked to be there by 9.30a.m. Those people who had gone to the Northcott Theatre on Sept 14th agreed that it had been very enjoyable and thanked Mary for arranging it.  The talk that followed was by Mr Julian Morant on the work of the Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. We were fascinated by a short video showing the dogs at work and their owners telling us how their lives had been changed by them. Mr Morant also explained how the idea had arisen from the work of the Guide Dog Association.   A great many (up to 75%) of the dogs were rescue dogs. There was also a waiting list for dogs which the society had started to train but which had not in the end been suitable. Of course, our interest was the greater because many of us have dogs and it was interesting to see quite ordinary dogs learning to do such helpful things. There are also a few of us (myself included) who don't hear as well as we should like!


At the November meeting, we heard the outcome of the coffee morning. It had not been exceptionally well attended but nevertheless we made a total of £678.00, including donations. Special thanks are due to the craft group and to the ladies who did the flower arranging and to Jill for her efforts at auctioning the results. During the year we have raised £582.10 for the Chestnut appeal and £442.00 for CHAT. The speaker was Mrs Ann Hosker who showed us how to make Christmas crackers.

At the December 2nd meeting (where the decorations for Christmas were much admired), Diane Batchelor was in the chair. Final arrangements for the Christmas dinner were made. There will be a skittles evening on January 25th, cost £4.50. The February meeting will be the A.G.M. and caterers have been organised for the meal. The charities for next year were agreed as Hearing dogs for the Deaf and the local Marie Curie Cancer Care.


After the business had been concluded, Mrs A. Willis (our speaker) organised us in some simple country dances and after refreshments - with biscuits augmented by mince pies -  there were two final dances and the meeting ended at 9.454pm.

                                                                                                         Phyllis Vernon

Spectacular achievement is always preceded by spectacular preparation.
LANGUAGE COURSES FREE AT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY

One of Devon County Council's Library and Information Services' aims is to support informal learning in a variety of ways. Michel Thomas courses are in stock and library users can borrow courses for up to three weeks, renewing if they haven't finished or the course is not in demand. The stock listing is available on the Library Catalogue in all libraries or the website at www.devon.gov.libraries 
REFUSE COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS
NORMAL COLLECTION DAY                    REVISED COLLECTION DAY

      Monday 27th December                         Double Collection Tuesday 4th January   

      Tuesday 28th December                            “             “     Wednesday 5th January

      Wednesday 29th December                                    Normal Collection

      Thursday 30th December                                             “            “

      Friday 31st December                                                  “            “

      Monday 3rd January                                              Tuesday 4th January

      Tuesday 4th January                                           Wednesday 5th January

      Wednesday 5th January                                        Thursday 6th January

      Thursday 6th January                                              Friday 7th January

      Friday 7th January                                                Saturday 8th January

There will be no recycling collections between December 25th and January 3rd inclusive. Please store your materials until the next collection and in order to prevent hazards and keep litter to a minimum, please do not put your refuse/recycling materials at the collection point any earlier than the night prior to

collection day.                                                                                          M.D.D.C.
Enthusiasm is like fire – it needs both feeding and watching.
ONE OF THOSE CIRCULATED EMAIL THINGY’S.
If we could shrink the earth's population to a village of precisely 100 people, with all the existing human ratios remaining the same, it would look something like the following. There would be:

57 Asians, 21 Europeans, 14 from the Western Hemisphere, both north 
and south and 8 Africans.
52 would be female, 48 would be male.
30 would be white, 70 would be non-white.
30 would be Christian, 70 would be non-Christian.
89 would be heterosexual, 11 would be homosexual.
6 people would possess 59% of the entire world's wealth 
and all 6 would be from the United States.
80 would live in substandard housing.
70 would be unable to read.
50 would suffer from malnutrition.
One would be near death, one would be just born,
One (yes, only 1) would have a college education
and one would own a computer.

You have reached a good compromise when both sides are dissatisfied.
BE AWARE.
Please take a look at the following information. Some of this may bring your awareness to such distractions/attempts to steal from your home or from you.

1. Two females called on a home owner with a bunch of flowers, alleging that the home owner had won them in a prize raffle at the local community centre. Entry was gained and several attempts at distraction were made.

2. Guttering/Roofing Repairs. There have been several incidents involving bogus or exaggerated roof/guttering repairs. 

3. Carpet Sellers. The carpet sellers are still doing the rounds, most recently in Exeter and Torquay areas using a silver Mercedes panel van W58DFE.

4. Bogus Water Board callers. This appears to have gone quiet across the whole of the Force area since the arrest of 3 males in October

5. A selection of £20 notes being passed with various serial numbers.  One person has been arrested but there may be other £20 notes that have changed hands already.  The watermark on the notes does not sit correctly.  The silver line is present but does not match up.  The hologram does not change, writing is blurred.  Bank of England writing is not raised and the serial numbers are lifting off the paper.  Check your notes!      Allison Evans – Devon & Cornwall Police.
Be wiser than other people, if you can, but do not tell them so.
WILLAND OVER 60’s

Our October and November meetings were very well attended, with almost 60 members attending each one.   October was our ‘Harvest Festival’ meeting, with a service conducted by Rev. K. Horsfall. Gifts of vegetables & fruit, flowers and plants, etc, were all auctioned off during tea-time by Mrs K. Thomas. The proceeds went to the Boscastle Flood Relief Fund.  The Mystery Trip in October was also very successful. We visited the Country Store at Powderham Castle for coffee – Dawlish for lunch – ending up at the Tea Pot Factory in Bovey Tracey for tea and a look around.
In November, our speaker was Mr Ray Avent from C.R.Y. (Care and Relief for the Young), whose talk informed us of the plight of the children in Eastern Europe, eg. Kosovo and Romania. During the meeting, a collection was made and donated to this charity.  At the time of writing this, we have a full coach-load of people for our trip to Cardiff for Christmas shopping and hopefully, the lights will have been switched on (the Queen was there a couple of days before us).  I would like to thank all those people who have come on the past years outings, as every time we have had a full coach, which to me is very encouraging. 

Looking ahead to March 2005 now, our A.G.M. will be on the 10th, which will include a Special Lunch. The Meeting will commence at 12.30pm.  To give the Committee an idea of how many are likely to attend, a list will be circulated during the February meeting, on which members can put their names.  On a final note, I would like to wish everybody a Very Happy Christmas and New Year and look forward to 2005.                                                        Margaret Atherton
Don’t say a thing is impossible when it’s only difficult.

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME

The twelfth day after Christmas, you turn to the tree that has served you well but now you need to put it somewhere else. Where?
THE  COMPOSTING  SCHEME  WILL  ACCEPT  CHRISTMAS  TREES. 

We would like to remind you that there is sieved compost for sale at £1-00/bag. You may purchase either on Sundays at the site (between 10.00 – 12 Noon) or, when we are closed, please put the money through the shed letterbox. This box is emptied each day. You may take trailer loads if you make prior arrangements either at the site on Sundays, or, contact a committee member.

To all current and potential compost site users, we the ‘COMPOSTERS’ wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.                             Tony Mander.
Leadership is practiced not so much in words as in attitude and in actions.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
Another busy term at the school is drawing to a close. There has been lots going on both inside and outside! We had 15 new children join us, apart from the reception class. Everyone seems to be settling in very well.

This term we have been working towards becoming an Eco-school.  We have put up displays all around the School about how to be eco-friendly. We have a recycling team and a litter squad. At the end of each day the recyclers go round all the classrooms and take all the recycling out of their recycling bags. This is then collected by Mid Devon District Council on Wednesdays .Every Thursday lunchtime the litter-squad go round and pick up and count the pieces of litter. They report back to the children about their findings on the Eco-boards.

Last half term, the school had the brilliant Dartmoor Wildlife come to visit us once again. They brought in some exotic animals like the bird-eating tarantula spider, a HUGE boa constrictor snake which could grow up to a massive 12 feet, an eagle owl, and the cutest of them all, a baby jaguar! It kept on rolling around the ranger’s feet and playing with his shoelaces! We don’t think he was impressed! We have lots of other events like this that happen every year, from which we learn so much.

Wow! The new Tag Rugby kit is here thanks to the generous sponsorship of TDG Morrison Safeway. It is great! It makes the team look like Dennis the Menace with their red and black stripes. On the pitch they have been playing really well too! They recently drew against Kentisbeare in a very quick match which left the onlookers breathless, never-mind the players – both teams were so quick on their feet.

Willand Hi-Five team (Ed - new version of netball) (Thanks! Ed.) have also received a new kit from the PTFA.  It is an amber shirt and amber socks.  We also have a black skirt and black bibs with yellow text on them. They have played several matches this term including a brilliant 1st match on Tuesday 23rd November 2004.  It was an incredible game and there were lots of superb passes and amazing shots. Unfortunately, after all their best efforts, they lost the match.
The football team, led by Mr Colegate, has also had several games against Two Moors, Uffculme and Webber’s School, as well as the English School Boys Football Tournament at Willowbank School. They have mixed results but enjoy the exercise and the challenge of a ‘real’ game!!

Every year we’re visited by a theatre group called Theatre Alibi just before Christmas but unfortunately they could not come this year so we have invited another theatre group called West Midland Theatre Company.  They will be performing Dick-Whittington on Wednesday 8th December for us .We are looking forward to it enormously.

Willand School Choir is now up and running led by Mrs Godfrey and Miss Wilmott. They will be singing at the Willand Village Hall on the 5th of December. With their angelic voices and confident personality, they are bound to blow you away! The choir will also be singing at the Christmas Fair on the 3rd of December. We hope to see you there as they will both be fantastic nights.
All that remains is to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year on behalf of all the pupils and staff of the school.

Pupils of Year 6
A PLEA TO SOMERLEA – FROM ME

Evelyn and Don have been doggedly delivering your Magazines for a number of years now but at the moment, they’re finding it a bit physically demanding. Are there a couple of people willing to take over? Please call me, on 34111.          Ed.
THE MID DEVON LOCAL PLAN AND ITS IMPACT ON WILLAND

Such are the matters contained in the a 297 page document, published by a Government appointed Inspector on the way Mid Devon is to be developed up until the year 2021. I don’t expect to be around then, but it is important that we understand and make the right provision for the future generations who will have to live with those decisions.  I have tried to summarise the main issues. No, you don’t have to read them now, but perhaps after the festivities, you just might feel the need.

The first point is that three proposals to develop two major sites for further housing have been rejected. While that may be seen as good news, it also has other connotations. It reduces the opportunity to increase, by way of new build, cheaper or ‘houses to rent’ properties. It is worth mentioning that in the immediate time scale both the Parish and District Councillors are already engaged with local land owners and Housing Associations, in an attempt to bring some relief on that front. Given the long term projections, coupled with the current housing market, all long term opportunities will require some difficult decisions.

If you are into allotments you’ll be happy. The Inspector amended a couple of the policy’s, which will safeguard the future of Willand’s allotments. That doesn’t necessarily mean that the site itself is secure. However, if the existing site were to be sold off to say a housing developer, before the said contractor could proceed, he is required to find and furnish a site of similar size and standards before any new works on the present location could take place. The Inspector has also stated that he would not permit a new allotment site to be relocated outside the existing Settlement Area. In effect what has been put in place is so tight that any proposals to develop the present site have been scuppered by the findings within the report.

The provision of a footbridge and an extension to the footpath along the industrial side of South View Road is also a requirement, linked to the development of the new industrial land off of the yet to be opened fifth spur of the roundabout. A submission to further develop and extend the present industrial operations along the opposite side of South View Road, in order to include the area of the terraced cottages situated at the junction with Somerville Road, was rejected.

The vacant site in Gables Road remains in the plan, as previously. Permission to allow Rail Track to carry out changes to the old station and its hinterland are also agreed.  The latest report by the Inspector also leaves in place the need to look at the weight restriction on the new Cullompton relief road and its links to the B3181 into and out of Willand.

So at the end of another interesting year, can I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year.                               Eddie Dennis
YET ANOTHER OF THOSE EMAIL THINGY’S

It’s almost 200 years since Lord Nelson’s famous naval victory over the French and Spanish in the Battle of Trafalgar.  To start the anniversary celebrations, an actor dressed as Nelson posed for pictures on the Thames at Greenwich. Before he was allowed to board an RNLI Lifeboat, safety officials made him wear a lifejacket over his 19th century uniform.  Imagine, now, you are on the deck of the British Flagship ‘Victory’, recently renamed ‘HMS Appeasement’.

Order the signal, Hardy.

 Aye, aye, sir.

Hold on, that’s not what I dictated to the signal officer. What’s going on??

Sorry sir?

“England expects every person to do his/her duty, regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, religious persuasion or disability”. What gobbledegook is this?

Admiralty policy, I’m afraid, sir. We’re an equal opportunities employer now. We had the devil’s own job getting ‘England’ past the censors, lest it be considered racist.

Gadzooks, Hardy. Hand me my pipe and tobacco.

Sorry, sir. All naval vessels have been designated smoke-free working environments.

In that case, open the rum ration. Let us splice the mainbrace, to steel the men before battle.

The rum ration has been abolished, Admiral. It’s part of the Government’s policy on binge drinking.

Good Heavens, Hardy.   I suppose we’d better get on with it.  Full speed ahead.

I think you’ll find there is a two knots speed restriction in this stretch of water.

Dammit, man, we are on the eve of the greatest sea fight in naval history. We must advance with all dispatch. Report from the crow’s nest, please.

That won’t be possible, sir.

What?

Health & Safety have closed the crow’s nest, sir. No harness. And they say that the rope ladder doesn’t meet regulations. They won’t let anyone up there until proper scaffolding can be erected.

Then get me the ship’s carpenter without delay, Hardy.

He’s busy knocking up a wheelchair access to the fo’c’sle, Admiral.

Wheelchair access? I’ve never heard of anything so absurd

Health & Safety again, sir. We have to provide a barrier-free environment for the differently-abled.

Differently-abled? I’ve only one eye and one arm and I refuse to hear mention of the word. I didn’t rise to the rank of Admiral by playing the disability card.

Actually, sir, you did. The Royal Navy is under-represented in the areas of visual impairment and limb deficiency.

Whatever next? Give me full sail. The salt spray beckons.

A couple of problems there, too, sir. Health & Safety won’t let the crew up the rigging without crash helmets. And they don’t want anyone breathing in too much salt – haven’t you seen the adverts?

I’ve never heard of such infamy. Break out the cannon and tell the men to stand by to engage the enemy.

The men are a bit worried about shooting at anyone, Admiral.

What? This is mutiny!

It’s not that, sir. It’s just that they’re afraid of being charged with murder if they actually kill anyone. There are a couple of Legal Aid lawyers on board, watching everyone like hawks.

How are we to sink the Frenchies and the Spanish?

Actually, sir, we’re not.

We’re not?

No sir. The Frenchies and Spanish are our European partners now. According to the Common Fisheries Policy, we shouldn’t even be in this stretch of water. We could get hit with a claim for compensation.

But you must hate a Frenchman as you hate the Devil?

I wouldn’t let the ship’s diversity co-ordinator hear you saying that, sir. You’ll be up on a disciplinary.

We must all consider every man an enemy who speaks ill of our King!

Not any more, sir. We must be inclusive in this multicultural age. Now put on your Kevlar vest, sir, it’s the rules.

Don’t tell me – Health & Safety again. Whatever happened to rum, the lash and masculinity?

As I explained, sir, rum is off the menu. And there’s a ban on corporal punishment..

What about masculinity?

Well, sir – I did tell you that equal opportunities are to be encouraged in this day and age.

In that case, kiss me Hardy.

Ever told your child ‘We’ll do it tomorrow’

And in your haste, not seen their sorrow?

Ever lost touch & let a good friendship die,

Because you never had time to call and say “Hi”?

AND FINALLY

Another of Giles Read’s Christmas Card covers – this is the ninth and I’ve still got a few more. My grateful thanks to those who’ve sent in articles this year, all the deliverers, our advertisers, Astra Printing Group (who also create the artwork for the adverts) and my sincere Seasonal Greetings to everyone.                      Ed.
WILLAND DIARY
December

Friday             31st 
Willand Folk Dance Club                      WVH

January

Tuesday           4th 
Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday         6th 
Methodist Church Coffee Morning                      10.00am

Thursday         6th           CAMEO,                                         W.V.H.           7.15pm

Tuesday        11th           British Legion Bingo                       W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday       13th           Over 60’s Club                                W.V.H.           2.15pm     

Tuesday        18th           Willand Rovers Bingo                     W.V.H.           7.30pm
February

Tuesday          1st           Willand Rovers Bingo                     W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday        3rd           Methodist Church Coffee Morning
            10.00am

Thursday        3rd           CAMEO                                           W.V.H.           7.15pm
Tuesday          8th                 British Legion Bingo                       W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday       10th          Over 60’s Club                                 W.V.H.           2.15pm

THURSDAY   10TH       CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO MARCH/APRIL MAG. 

Saturday       12th           Over 60’s Coffee Morning              W.V.H. 10.15 – 11.30

Tuesday        15th                 Willand Rovers Bingo                     W.V.H.           7.30pm

March
Tuesday         1st                   Willand Rovers Bingo                     W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday       3rd            Methodist Church Coffee Morning
            10.00am

Thursday       3rd            CAMEO                                           W.V.H.           7.15pm
Friday           4th             National Blood Transfusion Service W.V.H.

If I save time, when do I get it back?
THE MOBILE LIBRARY
There are some minor amendments to the timings of the Mobile Library’s visit to Willand.  They take effect from January 13th 2005 and the revised times have been specified inside the back cover.
hAS ANYONE SEEN MY cAPSLOCK KEY?
