EDITORIAL                                                          No. 44 JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2003 
You’ll remember in the last Magazine I spoke about SAMA82 and its Chairman, Dr. Rick Jolly, donating all the royalties from his book to that cause. As a follow-up from that, I’ve received a postcard from Stanley, Falkland Islands, part of which reads as follows: “Between November 6th and 14th, a 230-strong group from SAMA82 took part in a Pilgrimage to the Falkland Islands that included Remembrance Sunday.  The initiative was supported by generous private donations, particularly from readers of the Daily Express.  Additional grants came from the Royal Navy Benevolent Trust, Army Benevolent Fund, King George’s Fund for Sailors, Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund and the Royal British Legion.  Also carried in the AIR 2000 charter aircraft were a pair of gold medallions bearing the obverse and reverse images of the 1982 South Atlantic Medal.  Struck by the Royal Mint, these unique, hall-marked objects were due to be presented to HM The Queen on November 27th 2002. SAMA82’s gift honours Her Majesty (a South Atlantic Task Force mother) during her Golden Jubilee – a year which coincided with the twentieth anniversary of the restoration of Her Sovereignty to the inhabitants and territory of the Falkland Islands”.Ed
Be wiser than other people if you can but do not tell them so.

WILLAND LADIES CAMEO GROUP

At our November meeting, members were studies in concentration as they tried their hand at ‘Tea-bag’ folding, to make into Christmas cards.  Doreen Carter’s ‘here are some I made earlier’ samples were superb and even our best efforts could not match her skill. Still, we were trying (very) and Doreen was thanked very charmingly by Jean Vickery for giving us an enjoyable demonstration.

The Christmas shopping trip to Street went very well with chocoholics in the group spending too much time and money in the Cadbury’s shop. Walks by the Ramblers Group took us first to Gaddon Down, above Uffculme, followed by tea at Coldharbour Mill.  Our second was the ‘Chicken Run’, a charming walk through the Blackdown Hills, which passes through a chicken farm.  ‘Hen Party’ hardly described the feeling of walking through a field surrounded by 1000 excited birds.

Our newly-formed Art Group, guided by Sandra and Wendy, continues to thrive, meeting once a month in the Village Hall annexe - just knock and ask for Van Gogh.  The Singles have celebrated their first birthday and are planning a second group holiday to somewhere unpronounceable in North Wales but the Welsh Tourist Board have been forewarned.

November saw the Diners Club at the Globe, Sampford Peverell, where despite the difficulties for the staff caused by the building of the new kitchen, we had an excellent meal.  No Diners Club in December, as we shall be having our Christmas meal at the Verbeer Manor so Best Wishes to everyone for a happy, healthy and peaceful 2003.                    Mary Tebbey

What’s another word for thesaurus?

IN MEMORIAM

You may have noticed a Mid Devon D.C. landscaping team creating a small plot by the seat on the grass area by the Welcome to Willand sign.  You might like to know that it was at the request of Daphne Galley and her family.  Three of her children went to the primary school when they moved here in 1969 and it is dedicated to her son James, who was 34 when he was killed in a road traffic accident in Norfolk in 1999, where he worked as an analytical chemist.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

A very happy and peaceful year to you all!   What are your plans for the new year?  Changing old habits, trying something new?  As at the beginning of every year, we as Methodists join together with friends at the Covenant Service, where we commit ourselves anew to God.   We trust that the plans God has for us will lead us forward as individuals and as a church, to do new and exciting things for Him in Willand and beyond.   So, if you would like to join us this year, we are uniting with Cullompton Methodist Church on Sunday 5th January at 10.00am in Cullompton.

Some of our plans for the future are beginning to take shape – we are moving forward with the modernisation of our kitchen and toilets, to make them more useful for anyone using our church premises – more about that at a later date!  We are also working together on “Mission Shaping the Church” as we seek to be a more vital part of our community as Christians living and working here – again, we’ll keep you updated!

Just one date for your diaries – Christians Together in Cullompton and District are again holding a Heavenly Banquet on Friday 24th January in Cullompton, - all are welcome. Get in touch if you would like more details.

We continue to meet at 10.30am each Sunday, along with our Junior church – trying new things can be exciting and challenging, so why not come and see us some time in the new year and see if God can offer something new to you this year?  You may be surprised.                                    Marilyn Davies
WILLAND PARISH APPRAISAL – 1998

If you’re new to the village and haven’t seen a copy of the Appraisal we did back in 1998, you might be interested in the following.  With 61% of residents returning their forms, 932 people said that they travelled out of the village to visit a doctor.  Additionally, 866 people said that they would use the Willand doctor’s surgery if a pharmacy was also available.  I’ve added the ‘phone number of the Willand Surgery to the list inside the back cover, for those people and anyone else who might need it............                      Ed.

Whoever said money can’t buy happiness didn’t know where to shop.

A WILLANDIAN’S WOES
Yo – Ho – Ho and a very Happy Christmas and Goodwill to All Men (sorry – P.C. requires me to call you all ‘persons’).  But Goodwill is about to go out of the window, as I am more of a ‘Bah, Humbug to it all’ kind of person. I am fed up with the NIMBY, intolerant, hypocritical, human rights brigades. Many of them move into a country village with their idyllic view that it’s so quiet and peaceful that you can hear a pin drop. It has sweet smelling, clean air, nothing happens, their views of the country will be uninterrupted and they slowly try to turn the area into suburbia.     WRONG. 

The countryside and its people are a working environment, where dung and sewerage is spread, tractors make a noise, as do cows, sheep and birds (those of the latter that are left after being forced to find other habitats).  The locals, as you call them, used to have wonderful views towards Culmstock Beacon.  Deer, rabbits and foxes used to roam in the fields next to the main road before great estates were built.  The countryside, too, has factories but they emit different smells, as do chicken-houses.  It has many lorries, due to the fact that in remote areas, the transit and storage of goods is essential.  There is a large movement of cars, as villages become commuter belts and not communities any more.  

Local people tend to work within their community and they also like to play in their own environment. One such playtime was the recent motorcycle grass-track meetings held at Skinners Farm. It’s a very popular sport in the South West for locals.  It is a very well organised and public relations-aware sport but it’s very difficult to find fields in Devon big enough and flat enough, let alone a generous farmer to give permission to use them.  The meetings are very family oriented and allow children from 5 to 60-odd to take part, under strict rules and regulations.  Usually, these meetings are run for some charity or other. But, due to a few people complaining because for two days of the year they were disturbed, that venue cannot be used again.

I only hope that those same people weren’t the ones that made animals and everybody else’s lives a misery during October & November with their incessant fireworks, all trying to outdo each other with the loudest and biggest bangs.  Incidentally, did all those people who indulged in the Firework Fortnight stop to think that not only animals and humans are frightened of pyrotechnics?   There are six thatched properties in Willand that are very susceptible to rockets falling on them and the owners get very nervous come October, November & New Year’s Eve.

Another great example is the Composting Scheme.  A few hard working volunteers spend their own time running a facility for the benefit of the whole of Willand.  The only day when they could obtain a mulching machine, to shred up all YOUR garden refuse, happened to be on a Bank Holiday.  They gave up their holiday to man this beastie, only to be stopped by some individual claiming his human rights had been violated.  Get real, welcome to the Real World.  Lots of people are now required to work unusual hours - set days off are a thing of the past and it rather surprised me when I learnt what the complainant’s job was.

I think that’s enough of the moaning for this year.  Remembered, though, that you have entered into the locals backyard, have respect for them and their activities.  Having stirred you up for the festive season (and removing my tongue from my cheek), I DO wish you a Very Merry Christmas and a very Tolerant New Year. Incidentally, I have no connection with the motorcycle club, the composting, their members or families.  These ramblings are merely observations – remember, nothing stays the same and you can’t stop progress – good or bad, you have to adapt. Moaning Minnie.
People who complain about taxes can be

divided into two classes: men and women.
DEVON POPULATION IS RISING FASTER THAN NATIONAL AVERAGE

The first results of the 2001 census have been published. The population of the whole of Devon has increased by 6.4% compared with the increase nationally of 4.3%.   Key trends for the whole of Devon were:

Increase in the population aged over 75 of around 10,000 (11.1%). 

The elderly aged 65-74 fell slightly (down by just over 1,300). 

The largest increase occurred in the population of those of working age which grew by 42,000 between 1991 and 2001. 

The population aged 0-14 increased by just over 9,000 (8.3%)

The largest increases in the area covered by Devon County Council were in Exeter (up by 13.2%), Torridge (13.2%) and Teignbridge (11.7%). East Devon has the third highest proportion of people of retirement age in the whole country. 

 Full details of the 2001 Census can be found on the County Council's Information Devon website at:www.devon.gov.uk/dris/demog/cen2001.html
                                                                                          Jo Clarke – D.C.C. 

Every exit is an entry to somewhere – Tom Stoppard

DO YOU THINK YOU COULD DO BETTER?

Have you ever thought about becoming a district councillor?  Mid Devon District Council will be hosting a series of informal workshops for local people to find out more about becoming a district councillor. The campaign, launched in October, aims to encourage members of our community from all walks of life to think about standing for election next year.

Councillor Don Attlee, Leader of Mid Devon District Council, said “People stand for election for many reasons – to speak on behalf of their local community and to help local people, to contribute their business or professional skills, to pursue a particular issue or to pursue their political beliefs.  The position of councillor is vital in the local community as the voice of the community and the champions of users of local services”.

The informal evenings will take place at:

· 21st January 2003 at 7.00pm at Padbrook Park, Cullompton

· 28th January 2003 at 7.00pm at the Boniface Centre, Crediton

· 5th  February 2003 at 7.00pm in the Mayoralty Room, Tiverton

For further information about the evenings or to have a general chat about what it entails in becoming a district councillor, please contact Phil Talbot, Administration and Members Services on 01884 234206.

(or you could start your ‘apprenticeship’ as a Parish Councillor. Ed)

We didn’t actually overspend our budget.  

The allocation simply fell short of our expenditure.

INCIDENT AT THE HALFWAY HOUSE
“On Wednesday of last week (27th November), Babs was in the bar and had just two customers, who were playing the fruit machine. I looked in at 7.15pm to see that it was very quiet, so went back upstairs to do some paperwork (Babs always buzzes me on the intercom if she needs me). I eventually came down at 8.15pm, when the ‘skittlers’ starting coming in.  The original two customers had gone (they had been the only ones in for a couple of hours) and I noticed straight away that the money had gone from the change box.  Babs said that she hadn’t given any out, so I asked her to telephone the Police. I thought it best to ask her to do it, as she had been present during this time and would be able to answer the relevant questions. Babs rang them, answered their questions and told them that at one point she had left the two of them in the bar on their own to cook them a beefburger each. The police said they would be sending an officer along.  At this point we were getting very busy with the skittlers and we also discovered that the Devon Air Ambulance Charity Box had also gone. We decided to wait for the police to arrive and tell them then.

No officer arrived.  At 10.00pm the police telephoned and I told them about the theft of Charity Box, how the change money had been in different coloured bags and gave them the names of the persons who were there at the time.  The police officer spoke to Babs and told her he would speak to her again in the morning.

Babs came in at her usual time of mid-day the following day, having had no telephone call.   I telephoned the police at Cullompton to ask if anyone was coming out.  I told them I was extremely disappointed with their response, as I felt that if they had come out sharp on the Wednesday evening, they could possibly have caught those responsible with some evidence on them (they are apparently well known to the police). Leaving it so late, all evidence would by then have been discarded.  I asked them why it was the police were making regular ‘social calls’ during the summer whilst customers were sitting eating meals and no doubt wondering why the pub justified these visits, but when we needed them, there was no response. I was told they were responding but until the next shift there was only one officer on duty.

A further call saying someone would call later that day proved to be untrue but an officer arrived the following day, at lunchtime.  As Babs was extremely busy at the time, he said he would call back in half an hour – but he never did.  We then had a ‘phone call from the police station to say the shifts had changed at 3.00pm and someone would call again. It was eventually at 9.00am on the Saturday morning (30th) when our community policeman, Malcolm Davies, telephoned to apologise for the delay, saying he would call at around 2.00pm, which he duly did, taking a statement from Babs at the time.  In his apology, he did say it was very unfortunate that during this period they had been very busy, so it appears that our misfortune was a very low priority.  I had lost £85.00 in change, which I do not treat as a low priority and also the large quantity within the charity box (our insurance excess is £250). An item was taken for fingerprinting purposes but if they do have any success, I am unlikely to get the money back.  I have been told that at the time the police were stopping cars on the other side of Cullompton, presumably for drink driving tests.  I’m sorry if this is a bit of a ramble but you can imagine just how I feel about the situation”. Gwen Lock

AN UNUSUAL GIFT

Treat a relative or a friend to a course!  Or a one-day session!  Perhaps ‘Family Trees’ or ‘The Internet’, Learn Chinese Painting, Intro to Alexander Technique,  Beginners IT Course.  For further details, ring Culm Valley Adult and Community Learning on 01884 38326.            Rachael Jamieson

It is better to wear out than rust out.

HOUSEHOLD REFUSE.

Information sent me by M.D.D.C. might be useful to you over the Festive Season.   On the day of collection, waste may be put out in any receptacle i.e. bin, bag or box, provided it does not cause littering.  There is no restriction on the amount of waste that may be put out for collection but separate arrangements must be made for large bulky items. There’s a charge now of £11.74 for up to four such items (‘fridges, cookers, etc) and you need to telephone 234382 to arrange the collection. Perhaps you could ask other people to ‘club’ into the arrangement if you don’t have four items yourself.  

It is the council’s policy to collect 2 bags/bins of refuse per week as household refuse from mixed heriditaments (house/flat with a shop/business running from the same premise). Any amount over and above this amount is classed as trade waste, for which a charge will be made.

Christmas and New Year collections are as follows: If your NORMAL collection day is Wednesday 25th or Thursday 26th December, there will be an alternative double collection day of Thursday 2nd January or Friday 3rd January respectively. NORMAL collection days of Wednesday 1st,  Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd January 2003 will be one day later, i.e. Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th January respectively. ALL OTHER COLLECTION DAYS WILL BE UNCHANGED.

Kerbside recycling – there will be no collection of recyclable material between Wednesday 25th December and Wednesday 1st January inclusive.  Please refer to your recycling calendar for the date of the next collection. Just one more thing on recycling – if you are new to the village and would like a free recycling black box or two, please telephone Sam Aherne at M.D.D.C. Waste Management, on 01884 234915.                                     Ed.

Sometimes laughter is the only weapon we have.

YOUR DONATIONS

I thought you might like to know that the final total for donations received at Willand Service Station for their Children In Need Appeal was £1059.  You  may also like to know that the grand total of ‘shoebox’ Christmas gifts taken to the Mid Devon Star offices in Bampton Street, Tiverton was 700 and they are all on their way to Croatia.                                                                  

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal organiser, Mary O’Neill, reports that the collection this year was £1799.07.  She would like to thank, on behalf of the R.B.L., all those who made this possible.  They are looking for a person who would be willing to take over the organising of future Poppy Appeals for the Willand Parish.  Please ‘phone Mary (the Branch Secretary) on 01884 821170.                                                                                        Ed.

Don’t worry about the world coming to an end today – 

it’s already tomorrow in Australia

WILLAND SHORT MAT BOWLS.

The Club held their “Autumn Fours” Competition on Saturday 19th October at the Village Hall.  The team from Westhill beat the Branscombe team in a very good final and we are presenting a cheque for £200.00 to the Friends of the Oncology and Radiotherapy Centre, Exeter, from the proceeds of the day.                                                                                               Joan Boddy

A bus station is where buses stop. A train station is where trains stop. On my desk, I have a work station.

ROAD SAFETY

You may remember an article in the May edition of Willand Magazine with regard to speed cameras. It said that there had been a significant drop in prosecutions at camera sites since the housings had been ‘decorated’ in the red and yellow livery. The livery is standard policy by Devon County Council for all cameras in their area.  This would appear to be very much against the policy of the Devon & Cornwall Police, who obviously prefer to use such criminal activity as a constant source of revenue.   Let me explain. 

Travelling to Tiverton from Exeter recently on the A396, and slowing down to enter the 30mph area at Stoke Canon, I noticed a small, unmarked white van with tinted windows, parked off the road on the near-side, a few feet past the road-sign.  As I drove past, I noticed a flash in the near-side mirror and looking in the interior mirror, I could see a black camera and tripod sited immediately in front of the van but below bonnet height. There was no sign of anyone sitting inside (but I’m sure someone was). The single flash presumably was to record on film the car registration number and therefore the owner.  The Notice of Intended Prosecution duly arrived nine days later. 

Perhaps motorists in Willand and their friends might like to take note of this initiative and remember it when they are out and about. The potential siting areas for these vehicles are endless – as is the continual source of income. I thought I’d pass this on to those who are likely to be affected – purely on the grounds of Road Safety, you understand.                                                   Ed. 

Having children makes you no more a parent than 

having a piano makes you a pianist.

BOUNDARY CHANGES AND DISTRICT & PARISH COUNCIL LOCAL ELECTIONS, MAY 2003

By way of articles in the Willand Magazine you will be aware that I and others, mindful of earlier Planning decisions which left the village with substantial new housing but little in terms of additional/ improved facilities, have been working to avoid a repeat of this situation in the future.  The Parish Council and I have lobbied the Government’s Boundary Commission about the need to extend the village boundaries, in order to secure the future levels of precept cash allocations, while trying to avoid any imbalance should our immediate neighbours decide to develop on land immediately adjacent to us.  Unfortunately, I have to advise you that, as on previous occasions, we were again unsuccessful.  That said, with that rejection behind us, we now start the process all over again, this time with yet more new ideas and stronger arguments.

On a positive note and ever optimistic, one of the arguments relates to next year. As the sitting District Councillor, I would remind this all-important community that in May 2003, elections will take place to select both the Parish & District representatives who will serve the village for a four year term.  I understand that this news may not be earth shattering, given the apathy that surrounds politics at the present time.  However, next year’s election will see a significant change as far as the District Council ward of Willand is concerned. As a result of a Central Government review, which highlighted an increase in the overall population in Mid Devon, it was deemed necessary to increase the number of elected District Council members from the present 40 seats to 42, effective from May, 2003.

This has been achieved by some tweaking of most district wards, with a reduction in the number representing Tiverton.  Other wards have been enlarged or merged.  In the case of Willand, it is now linked with a new smaller-population ward of Uffculme  (Ashill has now been relocated in with Kentisbeare), to create the new ‘Lower Culm’ ward.  The significant difference is that the new enlarged ward will have to elect three representatives to the MDDC.  Those representatives can come from anywhere within the two linked parishes. Ideally, candidates will be from both parishes but it is possible that all three could be from one village or the other.  To that end, we need to ensure a proper balance, especially as Willand has the larger population.

I know that there has been a great deal of speculation following earlier press comment but I can assure everyone that both Willand and Uffculme remain independent Parish Councils operating within the enlarged ward.

If we are to retain our status as an important rural community, it is vital that we have the right level of representation to ensure an important balance for this new enlarged community and its relative service provision. I would urge you to carefully consider the other related information on elections contained in this magazine.  For the many who I know do care, and have the time, here is an opportunity to make a difference. Grab it with both hands.

Can I, on behalf of my family, take this opportunity to wish every one a very Happy Christmas and a successful, peaceful New Year.           Eddie Dennis

Executive ability is a talent for deciding something quickly 

and getting someone else to do it.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL
Our Hallowe’en Evening was great fun once again with a very nice turkey dinner which was enjoyed by all. Win Ellis won the adult prize for the best witch and the decision for the children was unanimous with prizes going to Caroline Dean and her cousin Clair, both of whom had made a great effort to be spooky! Many thanks to all who attended and made it pleasant evening

Musical Fun Evening! Rev. Alan Dodds – Vicar of St. Mary’s Church in Uffculme – along with his ‘accompanist’, Andrew Bell, played to a very enthusiastic audience and entertained us with songs and anecdotes which were greatly enjoyed by all.  There was much hand clapping and foot stomping to songs of the Lonnie Donegan/Bob Dylan era.  A break for refreshments was followed by yet more audience participation.  Many thanks to Alan for a delightful evening.

Steam:  Our steam weekend in November was a huge success with lots and lots of visitors turning up on both days.  The next steaming will be New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, so if you get your magazine early and wish to come along, please do so or ring the Mill (01884 840960) for details

Looking ahead – Our good friend Richard Fox will be coming once again on Friday 24th January.  Regarding railway history, the ‘City of Truro’ will reach its centenary in 2004.  Richard says he will do the history in two sessions, i.e., Part 1 – January ’03 and Part 2 – January ’04!  However, to set the scene, items he will talk about during both sessions will include the Thames Tunnel, Suspension Bridge, Ships, Railways, Atmospheric Railway, Broad Gauge and swallowing coins!!!!  And I have a feeling Mr. Brunel will feature quite a bit!!  I hope this whets the appetite.  Make a note – 7.30pm start – at the Mill – Tickets £5 (at the door) to include a buffet. 
Quiz Evening – Friday 21st February, at the Mill – 7.30 for 8.00pm start

Teams of 4; token prizes for those teams coming 1st, 2nd and 3rd.  We are NOT looking for the ‘Brain of Britain’, just running a fun evening for your enjoyment.  However, the Quizmaster’s decision is final!! Tickets £5, to include a Ploughman’s Supper.  Would a spokesperson for attending ‘teams’ please ‘phone our Treasurer, Robert Williams, to confirm booking (01884 821421) as this will assist with the catering.

Other Dates: Friends’ AGM – Wednesday 26th March;  Coffee Morning – April (Easter Saturday).   ‘Boot Sales’ start in April! More details next time.

Thanks for all your support in 2002 – I hope you all have a good Christmas and we look forward to seeing you in 2003.                        Margot Shergold

Specialist, n. Someone who knows more and more 

about less and less.

WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

As I write, yet another belt of low pressure is sweeping out of the west, adding yet more rain to the already saturated ground.  Definitely a time to make plans for next year with the aid of a good seed catalogue and lessons learned from this year’s growing.  Although it is the season for planting items like garlic and early broad beans, these may have to wait until the ground is fit to be walked on.

With the changing year comes our AGM, which will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 10th February ’03.  In addition to the short formal meeting and the refreshments served afterwards, there will be an opportunity for plot-holders to apply to join in the scheme for the commercial rotavating of the plots in early spring, which would ease much of the back-ache involved in hand digging.  All members are welcome.                     Horticus

Don’t let life discourage you; everyone who got where 

they are, had to begin where they were.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

The weather was appalling on the night of our November meeting, but we were assured that the carnivorous plants brought along by our speaker flourished in these very wet conditions.  Mr Pearce owns a carnivorous plant nursery in Culmstock and brought along many of the hardy specimens grown in his back garden. Most of them grow in very boggy conditions and there are several species common in the South West e.g. sundews and butterworts.   Mr Pearce spoke with such enthusiasm that many of us were convinced that they were actually quite intelligent! Venus Flytraps have sensitive hairs in the centres of their leaves. These trigger closure only if touched twice within 20 seconds, which prevents them closing on false alarms. The timing is very specific, which suggested that the plants could actually measure time accurately. Many of them attract only particular species of insects, butterworts being partial to whitefly and pitcher plants to ants and small houseflies. Very few of them took bees. Several have flowers which were insect pollinated, but these are carried well above the leaves, so pollinating insects are not digested. The different strategies these plants use to trap insects (and sometimes slugs!) are varied and sometimes complicated and we were all enthralled by them. We are hoping to plan a trip to Mr Pearce’s nursery next year, when we can see some of them in full bloom.

Our social evening in October went very well, with Anne Swithinbank giving us an excellent talk, with slides, on How to be a Laid Back Gardener. It was refreshing to listen to someone who admitted her mistakes and could show us hints on how to make gardening easier. She answered a variety of questions from the floor after her talk. Refreshments were provided by Mrs Pauline Spearing, Mrs Emily Denner and Mrs Margaret Denton and there was enough for second and third helpings for the greedy ones. It was good to see people from other gardening clubs in the area and non – members from the village. I am sure they all enjoyed the evening out.

We were very sad to hear that Mrs Hilda Bussell wished to resign from the committee. She has been one of the stalwart supporters of the Garden Club, always willing to help out at events and a great contributor to our Annual Shows. We hope that she will continue to enter.  At our December meeting, a new committee will be elected, and we are looking forward to our first meeting of 2003 on Wednesday 12th March at 7.30pm.  We would be pleased to see any new members.                                                 Carol Allan

If you are afraid of being lonely, 

don’t always try to be right.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

The ‘Cutting of the Ribbon’ took place on 17th October after a superb performance of singing and poetry!  We wowed our audience by singing ‘Welcome’, ‘School Rules’ and ‘Tina Singu’.  After that, our Chairperson (Tiffany O’Neill) and Vice-Chairperson (William Hart), of the School Council, led Mrs Mary Strudwick, Chair of the Devon County Council, out onto the Key Stage Two playground.  Mrs Strudwick made a short speech and declared the new block open. It was a fantastic day and everybody thoroughly enjoyed it.  The school looked wonderful!!

On 24th October we celebrated harvest.  The assembly was based on a rainbow, with each class celebrating a different colour.  Year 1/2  produced  lovely music based on the colour yellow, Year 3 performed a dazzling dance on the colour blue and wrote some perfect poems about the colour green.  It was really good and everyone enjoyed it.  The hall was packed with lots of parents and friends, including pre-school – it looked like the whole village had come to watch!  After assembly, Year 6 helped to distribute the gifts around the village. Thank you all for your generous contributions!

Phillip Troake’s memorial has also been finished. It has a lovely flower garden in the middle and beautiful wooden seats around it.  There is a golden plaque to remind us of our friend, Phillip.

On 21st  and  25th  October,  Jenny Merson from the RSPCA came to visit us. 

Each class had a brilliant, fun-packed session, learning how to be animal friendly.  We watched videos about different animals and best of all (which Year 6 loved) was getting to see the fluffy, cuddly teddies and puppets!

On November 14th, Theatre Alibi came into school to perform a play called ‘The Teapot’.  It was tremendous and everyone loved it.  Most people liked the bit when the cat tried to climb up the chimney to see the top of the moon, but  he fell down and burnt his paws! Luckily, it was only a puppet!

We recently held a Pyjama Day (thanks to Tiffany O’Neill for that idea!!) which was extremely successful.  We raised an amazing total of £156.60 which was sent to ‘BBC Children In Need’.  Everyone wore pyjamas including the teachers, who absolutely stunned us with their remarkable choice of night wear (especially Mr Wayland).  We were all amazed when Miss Calderbank arrived in her silvery coloured night-gown!!

On 29th November, Mr Swales (of the Old Codgers) visited us.  He came to present the school (and the very proud garden leaders) with a cheque for £40.00.  Each year, the Old Codgers organise an inter-school competition (between Culmstock, Uffculme and Willand) to encourage young gardeners. This year’s competition was to grow a sunflower and we were lucky enough to come a close second.  The prize money came from not only donations from the Old Codgers themselves but also as proceeds from a raffle which they organised.  We would like to say a huge Thank You to the Old Codgers for all their interest and hard work.  We look forward to spending the money (together with the vouchers that we won at the Willand Flower Show) on a new toolbox for the school garden.

We will be celebrating in style on December 6th. The Christmas Fayre promises to be lots of festive fun!  There are rumours that even Father Christmas (ho, ho, ho!) will be putting in an appearance and helping us to raise lots of money for the school.

We are already looking forward to our Christmas parties.  This is when the school get together and boogie on the dance floor.. HA! NOT A CHANCE!!

We play great games like musical bumps, musical statues, pass the parcel and musical chairs (the teachers really enjoy it). We can win prizes and we get to eat lots and lots of lovely food (YUM).

On 11th and 12th December, Key Stage One performed ‘It’s a Baby’! We hope you enjoyed it!!  Chris Essery,        Aimee Pink,       Russell Phillips,            

                                    Alison Read,   Andrew Sumner  &   Matthew Scott

Just because nobody disagrees with you doesn’t necessarily mean you’re brilliant – maybe you’re the boss.

WILLAND DIARY

January
Thursday     2nd
   CAMEO                                      W.V.H.                7.15pm

Tuesday       7th 
   Willand Rovers Bingo                W.V.H.                7.30pm

Thursday     9th     Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                       10.00am

Thursday     9th     Over 60’s Club,                           W.V.H.,               2.15pm

Thursday     9th     Willand Folk Dance Club,          W.V.H.,                8.00pm

Tuesday      14th
   British Legion Bingo                  W.V.H.                 7.30pm

Tuesday      21st
   Willand Rovers Bingo                W.V.H.                 7.30pm

Thursday    23rd   Willand Folk Dance Club,           W.V.H.,               8.00pm

Saturday     25th     Willand Youth Club coffee morning WVH   10.15 – 11.30

February

Monday      3rd
   Culm District Flower Club         W.V.H.                 2.15pm

Tuesday      4th      Willand Rovers Bingo               W.V.H.                 7.30pm

Thursday    6th       Methodist Church Coffee Morning                       10,00am

Thursday    6th
   CAMEO – Annual General Meeting W.V.H.          7.15pm

Monday   10th  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE MARCH MAGAZINE

Tuesday     11th 
   British legion Bingo                           W.V.H.         7.15pm

Thursday   13th 
   Over 60’s                                            W.V.H.         2.15pm

Saturday    15th
   Over 60’s coffee morning                  W.V.H10.15 – 11.30

Tuesday     18th
   Willand Rovers Bingo                       W.V.H.          7.30pm

March

Tuesday       4th
   Willand Rovers Bingo                       W.V.H.          7.30pm

Thursday     6th
   CAMEO                                             W.V.H.         7.15pm

Saturday      8th
   CAMEO coffee morning                  W.V.H. 10.15 – 11.30 

Tuesday      11th       British Legion Bingo                       W.V.H.           7.30pm

Wednesday 12th      First 2003 meeting of Willand Garden Club WVH7.30pm

A PRAYER FOR THE STRESSED

Give me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I cannot accept and the wisdom to hide the bodies of those I had to kill today because they got on my nerves.  Also, help me to be careful of the toes I tread on today as they may be connected to the feet I have to kiss tomorrow.

WILLAND

PARISH

COUNCIL

IS LOOKING FOR A TRAFFIC PATROL VOLUNTEER TO HELP CHILDREN CROSS THE ROAD TO WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL.

IF YOU HAVE A LITTLE BIT OF SPARE TIME EACH WEEK-DAY TO OFFER, THEN PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK FOR MORE DETAILS.

PLEASE NOTE THAT TRAINING, UNIFORM AND INSURANCE COVER WILL BE PROVIDED.


The Clerk can be contacted at:

Mole Cottage, 4 The Weeches, Washfield, Devon, EX16 9RA.

Tel:  01884 258297.

LENGTHMEN

I met one in Dean Hill Road recently. He’s employed by South West Highways and I asked him if he new anything about the history of the job as I’d like to include it in our magazine.  He didn’t and I haven’t found anybody else that is able to but I did ‘Ask Jeeves’ and you might be interested to read this little chapter. “Harry Green was born in 1874 and lived in Essex all his life. He moved into a farm cottage in Tilty in 1899 and it was there that he died in 1969 after a stroke. In his younger days he used to go up to Chingford and he used to mow the grass. He used to say that he went up to ‘the hay country’. His father-in-law and one or two others around here used to go with him. He worked on the farm for a bit, then he worked for the council for forty years. He used to do the sides of the roads. Trim the sides of the roads and clear out the gullies and that sort of thing. They had to push their tools in a wheelbarrow and they carried sets of rods and when there was a pipe in a bank and the water couldn’t get through, they had to rassle it out so that the water could reach the ditch on the other side. They used to call them lengthmen in those days, because they had a certain amount to do and of course it was all done by hand but there wasn’t the amount of traffic on the road then as there is now. Then the council took over doing the hedges and ditches and my father said to the surveyor one day “You are making a big mistake. I won’t live to see it, but you will, and there will be far more water on the roads than there will on the fields”. And his words have come true – and it’s the same for prisons. I’ll tell you his exact words, “We’ll soon want half the country for bloody prisons”, he’d say. Well, he used to sing in the pubs”  

      John Howson interview with Mrs. Crissie Andrews at Tilty, 29/7/87..

When Dick Turpin collects more taxes through speed cameras than is absolutely necessary, it becomes legalised robbery.   Ferg.

St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH

Alistair Cooke was interviewing P.G.Wodehouse – the famous author of the Jeeves stories and many other humorous novels. Cooke asked Wodehouse what he thought of contemporary humour. Wodehouse said the thing he missed in modern humour was ‘geniality’. Modern humour tends to be cynical and often there’s a cruel streak. I often wonder if today’s writers of humour are first trained to pull the legs off spiders to mock their plight.

The cover to this edition of the magazine brings humour into the Christmas story – but with ‘geniality’. There’s no intention to hurt or offend.  In a healthy friendship we pull one another’s leg in affection, not malice. On the cover picture, there is no victim to mock or taunt.

As someone who has had to explore the Bible account of the Christmas story scores of times, there’s one note that always strikes with me. The message to the shepherds at Bethlehem announced ‘Glad tidings of GREAT JOY to all the people’. 

There is an alternative to the cynicism and viciousness in today’s culture of contempt. The step of faith to receive Christ is there to be taken by whosoever will.  My favourite author C. S. Lewis (of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and Narnia fame), told of his own journey from aggressive atheism to Christian faith under the title ‘Surprised by Joy’.

My own memory of Christ’s impact on me, when as a 17 year old I asked Him to take charge of my life, is of a joy, the intensity of which was equally unexpected, undeserved, and not really asked for.

Fancy going on a journey to joy? Why not join the next Alpha group when it starts in January? Give me a ring (01884 32247) for an invitation.

A Joyful Christmas and Happy New Year.                              Keith Horsfall

How come there’s only one Monopolies Commission?

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

We were very sad to hear that our new caretaker, Mr Ted Thrift, had decided to resign after being with us for six months. He and his wife, Sheila, did an excellent job in keeping the Hall clean and tidy during his employment with us. We will miss him very much. We are now looking for someone to take over from Ted – please see the advertisement elsewhere in the magazine.

Mrs Hilda Bussell has been a trustee of the Hall for many years and has now decided to take a well-earned rest. She has worked tirelessly over the past years and her hard work is much appreciated. She has battled with severe pain in her legs for many years and has never grumbled or complained – she is an example to us all and we hope she will enjoy her well earned rest. 

We are having some problems with the waste paper collection at present, hence the shed being locked.  Unfortunately, we are no longer able to borrow a trailer and tractor, so we will be unable to continue to take in paper unless we can find some kind person who can lend us their tractor and tippable trailer for a few hours on a Saturday morning once every 5 or 6 weeks. We will also need someone who can drive it to the Mill and back. If you know of anyone who may be able to help, please let either Tony Wills or me know as soon as possible. This is a good source of income for the hall and Bowls Club, and will mean that hire charges will have to rise unless we 

can overcome our present problem.

November saw the last of our monthly Whist Drives, as Roy and Hilda Bussell, who organised them, have decided to give up. Thank you to them and to Betty Penberthy, Mollie Lee, Joan Newberry, Shirley Hebdon and the other helpers who have run the whist drives for the past 4 years. If there is anyone who might be interested in taking over the organisation, please contact Tony Wills, our secretary.   I am sure there are many of you in the village who have enjoyed these monthly games – hopefully one or two of you may be able to help.

Thank you to everyone who came to our coffee morning on 23rd November. It was closely followed by our Christmas Turkey Bingo, which was very successful. I would like to thank the organisations and individuals who donated raffle prizes and especially Lloyd Maunder, who donated 12 chickens. These donations helped to boost our profit considerably.   At the time of writing, the Christmas decorations are about to go up. Thank you to Willand Folk Dance Club for organising these, they always look sensational. 

I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and that you will continue to support the Village Hall in 2003.                 Carol Allan

WILLAND  VILLAGE  HALL

Registered Charity No.  301015

Has a VACANCY  for a

CARETAKER

For further details and an application form 

please contact in writing:

Tony Wills

Secretary to Village Hall Trustees

9 Webbers Way, Willand, EX15 2SW

Closing date for completed application forms

13 January 2003

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Since the summer, the History Group has been looking at the past of some of the historic buildings around the parish.  With the kind permission of their owners, who gave very informative guided tours of their properties, visits were made to three specific sites.

The first port of call was to the ‘factory cottages’, situated where the back road to Cullompton crosses the River Culm opposite the west drive to Bradfield House.  During the nineteenth century, this was the site of an impressive woollen mill run by William Upcott who employed men, women and children (as young as five) from the local population.  The main mill building was once four stories high but that has long since been converted into the cottages that remain today.

Secondly, we paid a visit to The Elms in the Old Village, which was once a coaching inn called The White Horse.  Along with the Half Way Inn, this was an official stop for the 700 Royal Mail coaches that ran between Exeter and Bristol every week.  It had its own butchers and cider press and provided an important focus for village life, with Parish Vestry meetings held in a room there from at least 1760 until 1872.  After the railway arrived in the 1840’s, the White Horse was unable to cope with the loss of the mail trade or further competition from a hotel and inn built at the new rail station. By the end of the nineteenth century, it had been sold as a private residence called Elms Place.

Thirdly we visited Redgate Farm, once known as Apple Barton, located on what is called Old Jaycroft.  This building is interesting, as from 1967 until 1973 it was converted and used as a Russian Orthodox monastery.  It was one of only six such monasteries in the country and was home to two monks and a nun, who came to Willand to live a life of austerity and seclusion!

Meanwhile, the Group continues to collect any photos, cuttings, memories and other information on local history. Any help or interest in group activities is always welcome.                                                James Morrison

The more sand that has escaped from the 

hourglass of our life, the more clearer we should 

be able to see through it.

DOMESDAY BOOK WILL HELP RESEARCH AND HISTORIANS

The work of historians and researchers in Devon will be made easier in future, thanks to a generous gift to the county's Record Office.  Devon County Council has been presented with one of a limited set of the Millennium Domesday – which consists of a leather-bound facsimile of the Domesday Book with translations and maps and a searchable electronic version on CD-ROM with additional historical information. 

The bound facsimile will be kept in the Record Office, along with the records of the City of Exeter and the County of Devon, which cover most of the past thousand years, for consultation by researchers who visit from all over the world.  The digital version will be available immediately on the computers in Exeter Central Library and in the Record Office in due course. It is hoped to make it available in the near future to schools throughout the county on the Devon Intranet.                 Jo Clarke, Devon County Council
When I hear somebody sigh ‘Life is hard’, 

I am always tempted to ask ‘Compared to what?’

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

I hope you all have a good Christmas and a Happy New Year.  A lot has happened since the last magazine.  Thank you to everyone who supported our Coffee Morning at the end of November – it was so nice to see such a good turn-out.  The next one is on January 25th at 10.15am – we look forward to seeing you all again then.

We had a fantastic evening with the Soul traders, I hope that all the other people that were there enjoyed them as much as we did.  It wasn’t actually a very profitable evening for us – but then we didn’t make a loss, either.  If you didn’t make it, then ask someone who was there – it was a really good evening.  If you get the chance again to see them, don’t miss it.

I hope the youth club members enjoyed their Christmas parties at the end of term.  The club re-opens week commencing 6th January, so we look forward to seeing everyone back again, with, perhaps, some new members.

We would like to thank everyone for their support in the past year and hope you will continue to do so at our fundraising events.             Frances Wilcox

From a commercial point of view, if Christmas did not exist, it would be necessary to invent it.

MULLED WINE AND MINCE PIES

Devon County Council recently wrote to all the Editors of Parish Magazines and the local media in Devon, inviting them to an evening of short presentations and discussion. Not all parishes have magazines and, in addition to a number of ‘apologies’, sixty or so people arrived at County Hall on the evening of December 6th.   We were met by the Chairman and the Leader of the Council and after a browse through the vast assortment of magazines, newsletters, etc., previously submitted, we sat down for the presentations.  BBC Radio Devon; The Community Council of Devon; Starting a Website from Scratch; Advertising; ‘Connected Communities, then a few nibbles and more of the title and conversation. 

It was noted that most editors seen to be of a similar ilk – i.e., ‘grey-haired and ancient’ (no comments, please). Anyway, as a result of what we all agreed were an excellent couple of hours, we now have a direct link to Radio Devon (“you tell us, we’ll tell Devon”), I have a number of requests for regular copies of the Willand Magazine from official bodies, and you will be hearing more in the next magazine about UKVillages.com.uk       Ed
It is rarely possible to carry the torch of progress 

through a crowd of people 

without singeing somebody’s beard.

AND FINALLY.........    LETTER TO THE ED.

“Dear Ed.  I hope that modesty (“modesty, what modesty?” he says!) will not prevent you printing this letter.  Just to say what an excellent magazine you produce for us and how much we appreciate the time and effort you spend in putting it together. It can’t be easy coping with.......”  Sorry, ‘Newcomers to the Village’, I can’t do it.  It’s not just me – there’s the people who regularly send me articles, the advertisers who support us and cover most of the costs, the people at the printers who dig me out of a hole quite frequently, as well as the thirty six deliverers around the village. Then there’s ‘herself’ (whose name is not Rose Mullion, by the way) who provides the coffee and financial admin. It’s a team thing, really – I just put it all together.  A major plus, though, is that I enjoy it. But thank you so much for your letter, whoever you are. How about an article I can print? And this is perhaps a very appropriate part of the Magazine to say, on behalf of all the ‘team’ mentioned above, that we wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.                                                      Ed.  

Most of our so-called reasoning consists in finding arguments for going on believing as we already do

If a word in the dictionary is mis-spelled, how would we know?
