EDITORIAL                                  No. 91/92      January & February 2011
I made a mistake in the numbering of the July & August 2010 issue, so have corrected the sequence with this issue. And the front cover has been reproduced with kind permission from Angie Thomas at Art Marketing Ltd. 
Don’t tell secrets to those whose faith and 

silence you have not already tested.

HEARD ON THE RADIO -
This story, from the Chris Evans show on November 2nd, was too late for me to include in the last Magazine. It concerned Eddie Wallace, a 17 year old soldier who was posted to Aden in 1965. It was not a safe place to be, with violence, bombings and terrorism. Eddie died just a few weeks after going out there.  

The first Eddie’s parents, Edna and Jack, knew of it was when a telegraph boy delivered a bluntly-worded telegram one Sunday morning. It said, almost word for word, “Your son is dead; for more information ring this number on weekdays between 10 and 4”. They then had to scrape together enough money to travel to Aden for the funeral and his burial there. On their return, they both started a campaign to ensure that no other parent would be treated in such a way by the army authorities. They received, after many years of argument, parliamentary ratification of the right to have the loved one flown home for burial. A generation later, when Margaret Thatcher decreed that the British dead from the Falklands war were to be buried there, Edna reminded her of the law and forced the P.M. to do a U-turn within 24 hours.
Because of Edna and Jack Wallace, bereaved families are now informed by an officer of the regiment calling. So when you see the sad procession for a fallen serviceman coming back to the U.K., it is because of them that all servicemen now have the opportunity to be buried near to their family homes – not far away, when it is sometimes so difficult to visit their graves.
Hazard is the potential for harm; Danger is the 

possibility of harm; risk is the probability of harm.
EVACUATION - SATURDAY 27TH NOVEMBER
Just as we were thinking of going to bed on Saturday night – around 11.30 - the phone rang and Eddie Dennis was on the other end, asking if we could open up the Village Hall, as there was going to be an evacuation of some houses on the Orchards Estate. My husband Richard went over with the key and rang me to ask me to bring some sugar. I walked over to find John Holmes (our caretaker), his wife and teenage children in the kitchen making hot drinks for people who had been evacuated by the police from their homes in and around Victoria Close.  Some of the evacuated ladies were also helping.
PCSO Adrian Legge was coordinating operations and asked if we had any supplies. Richard popped home to get some more coffee and Sally Holmes drove down to the service station at Junction 28 to buy some milk and biscuits, whilst others brought supplies from elsewhere. Richard and John put up some tables and chairs and turned up the heating, as it was very cold outside. It was quite difficult to gauge how many supplies were needed, as we were originally told there would be about 20 people coming, but it turned out to be about 200. 
The house at 1 Victoria Close, had caught on fire. The reason was not known, but there had been a large firework display in the area that evening. There was an additional problem as Mr Firkin restored classic cars and had some acetylene cylinders in his garage. When he told the Fire Brigade about this, they immediately decided to evacuate a 100 metre area around the house, in case the cylinders exploded. The police knocked on everyone’s doors and asked them to assemble in the Village Hall. The exclusion zone was later extended to 200 metres. The people arrived in dribs and drabs, some of them in their dressing gowns and pyjamas and aged between 0 and 90. Some of their children thought it was quite an adventure. There was also an assortment of dogs – all of whom were very well behaved (as were the children!).
PCSO Adrian Legge kept us as up to date as possible – at one time we were told that the evacuees might have to stay away from their homes for 24 hours but at around 1.30a.m., the police started returning some people to their houses. At one point there seemed to be one policeman per evacuee in the hall – I think they just wanted a cup of tea and to get into the warm after standing around in the cold. There were also some official looking people walking around with name tags and clipboards – I think they may have been the advance guard from the Devon County Council Emergency Team. We were told they were on their way from Plymouth with blankets and food and that the Salvation Army was also on its way with supplies. At about 2.30a.m., the last of those allowed home were taken back in a police minibus, but about 20 other people had to stay overnight, as their properties were very close to the cordoned off area around the fire.

At about 3.30a.m., two St John Ambulance personnel offered to take on tea making duties and we went home to try and get some sleep. There were three police cars and a police van parked on the road outside the Hall and several police cars and ambulances in the car park when we left. It looked like a scene from a gangster film!
The DCC Emergency Supplies Team must have arrived some time after we had left. When I went to the Hall at about 10.30 on Sunday morning, everyone except Mr and Mrs Firkin had gone back to their homes. Those who had stayed overnight were provided with soup during the night and with cereals and bacon sarnies for breakfast – courtesy of the DCC Emergency Team and Salvation Army. The teams had also brought along sleeping bags, blankets and food for the dogs. John Holmes and I started to clear up some of the debris and tidy up the kitchen ready for an afternoon booking. The Emergency Team started to load up what was left and I was appalled to find out that anything that had been opened or used would be thrown away – including sleeping bags and blankets. I was told that the sleeping bags were classed as “soiled” so could not be used again and that it was cheaper to buy new ones than to wash them. They must have very cheap suppliers for this to be true! One lady did say that she would happily take them to Shelter if they were going to be thrown away. 
The police took Mr Firkin to his home to see if he could salvage some clothes and his wallet. The Emergency Team was then going to take them to a hotel to clean up and to Exeter to buy some emergency toiletries and clothes. Their immediate neighbours, Mr and Mrs Evans, offered to look after their dog, as the hotel would not allow her to stay there and another neighbour, Mr Thompson, went home to bring some of his clothes and shoes to tide them over.

I must give credit to PCSO Adrian Legge, who was very good at keeping the evacuees calm and informed and for telling us what we should do. Also, thanks must go to John Holmes and his family, who ran around getting in supplies and helped in the kitchen. I am sure the Devon Emergency Team was very good when they arrived, but I do wonder why they took so long. It was over four hours from when I received the phone call asking us to open the Hall. I am sure they have some logical explanation.

Finally, I am sure you would wish to extend your sympathies to Mr and Mrs Firkin. As many of you will have seen, Mr Firkin has been working for well over a year on an extension to his house and it, together with the upper storey of his house, is completely destroyed. All of their belongings are either stinking of smoke or water damaged from the fire engines. When I spoke with him after he had been back to his home, he said that he thought the house would not be habitable for at least a year – if it was able to be rebuilt. I am not sure what they will do now, as they have no relatives nearby, but I would like to wish them all the best in the weeks and months to come            Carol Allan
A special word of thanks.
Following the recent house fire in Victoria Close, for Health & Safety reasons a number of us had to be evacuated somewhere. As it was a bitterly cold night  I was asked by the local Police if we could get the Village Hall Open, so I  rang Carol and Richard Allen, explained the problem and wham! They were magnificent - within some ten minutes, the Hall was open and the kettles were on the boil. Carol and a band of helpers worked tirelessly to keep the supply of coffee, teas and refreshments going, as I understand it, well into the early hours of the morning. My wife and I were one of the lucky ones who were allowed home fairly quickly. However, I think I can speak for all of the evacuees when I say an enormous “Thank You” to Carol, Richard and the merry band, who in the words of the local Police Commander the following morning said “ that local effort was unbelievable and it made all the difference - thank you.”
                                                                          Eddie & Margaret Dennis 

A THANK YOU FROM THE FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE  

Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service would like to thank the residents of Willand for their co-operation following a serious house fire late on Saturday night.  A 200 metre cordon was initially established at the developing fire, resulting in up to 200 people being evacuated to the local village hall in sub- zero temperatures.  The cordon was established for public and firefighter safety, due to the presence of an acetylene cylinder, a gas leak and the fire within the property. The cordon was reduced to 100 metres at 1am and further to the vicinity of the house by 7am on Sunday.   

 

Station Manager George Setter said: “We would like to thank the people of Willand for their co-operation during a very difficult incident on Saturday night. It was extremely cold but they were very co-operative in vacating their properties.  The danger may not have been immediately obvious but when involved in fire the contents of acetylene cylinders can self-heat with explosive consequences.  The gas leak posed an additional hazard and well publicised recent incidents of this nature remind us all of the extensive damage and injury explosions can cause.  The police and fire service worked well together trying to only evacuate people when it was absolutely necessary.  Their safety was a priority for us both and we made every attempt to return them to their homes as soon as we could.”

 

Firefighters also fought the fire from a safe distance using ground monitors until the cylinder was cooled sufficiently to move closer.  DSFRS personnel remained on the scene for 24 hours before it was handed back to the owner. 

Six fire appliances attended the incident and the detached house and adjoining garage were severely damaged. 
                              Paul Slaven, Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service 

….AND FROM THE POLICE
The local community officer PC Katie Rich and the police Incident Commander Inspector Lawler would like to thank all local residents for their patience and understanding and our thoughts go out to the family of the house affected. The police role is to co-ordinate the work of other agencies at major incidents and there was a highly professional, well-practised response from the fire service, county and district council, St Johns Ambulance, and others. Police Community Support Officer Adrian Legg was on duty that evening and did a great job of organising everyone and making sure the evacuation ran smoothly. The village hall committee were fantastic in opening up the hall for residents to find shelter on what was a bitterly cold night and Mr Dennis, a local resident, was very supportive to officers. The local police recognise this was a difficult night for those involved but hope that everyone understands the need to follow the safety advice given by the fire specialists. There were some excellent examples of community spirit – neighbours putting up neighbours, strangers putting the kettle on for strangers, and even a special constable who was displaced with his own family put on his uniform and worked throughout the night to help his neighbours and police colleagues. The vital safety cordons were removed as soon as the area was declared safe by the fire service, and we hope that everyone was able to catch up on some sleep. The police launched an investigation together with the fire service but there is nothing to indicate anything suspicious and we hope that the house owners are able to restore their home as quickly as possible.
PC Katie Rich and PCSO Jonathan Sims would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
In the last edition of the magazine, we asked you to comment on how we should plan to update our Parish Plan.  We received three responses, all of whom supported a continuous approach.  By using the normal democratic principle, can I therefore assume the whole village supports this? – I think not! -  but we will try the continuous approach and see how it goes.

In this edition, we are asking you about The Gables, in Gables Road.  As you may know, the property is up for sale and no doubt, in the future, a planning application will appear for our consideration.  We sense some strong feelings about this site in the village and would want to properly represent your views.  Would you please remove the centre page from the magazine, answer the questions and then drop the page into one of our collection centres?
We are pleased to welcome David Ritchie as a voluntary tree warden.  It is good to see residents getting involved and using their knowledge and experience on behalf of the whole village. We wish David every success as he seeks to look after and improve our environment in this area.

Can I also, on behalf of the Parish Council wish you all a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.                                                             Ray Ursell
WILLAND OVER 60’S CLUB

First, I must thank everybody who attended our November Christmas Coffee Morning, as apparently it turned out to be our best one ever.  Our outing to Cheltenham was very enjoyable – again the weather was kind to us, although rather cold. We stopped for a coffee at Saunders Garden World, which was beautifully decorated like a ‘Winter Wonderland’.

Our December meeting included a Carol Service and Christmas tea, with sausage rolls, mince pies, sandwiches and quiches, all kindly provided by members. There was also the big raffle, with all members leaving with a prize. Our Christmas lunch this year will be at the Smuggler’s Inn, at Holcombe, near Dawlish and I’m sure all of us will have a lovely time.

Finally, on behalf of all the members, can I wish everybody a really Happy Christmas and a Healthy 2011.                                       Margaret Atherton.

Finish the race at full stretch – it may be a photo finish.

St. MARY’S KEEP-FIT GROUP
Burn Off Those Christmas Calories and Keep Fit for 2011!!  Come along to Willand Church Hall on Wednesdays 5.45 - 6.45p.m. and join our happy and welcoming keep fit group. We have an excellent professional instructor who caters for all abilities and ages.
It’s Pay as you go - only £4 per session.  The new term starts Wednesday 12th January.  Just turn up on the day or for more details, please contact:  
                                   Shirley, on 01884 821520 or Valerie, 01884 34033
 
You can lead a fool to knowledge but you can’t make him think.
USEFUL INFO 
Microwaved water and other liquids do not always bubble when they reach boiling point. They can actually get super-heated and do not bubble at all. The liquid will bubble up out of a cup when it is moved or when something like a spoon or tea-bag is put into it and then can cause burns and other injuries.

To prevent this from happening, do not heat any liquid for more than two minutes per cup. After heating, let the cup stand in the microwave for thirty seconds before moving it or adding anything to it. The phenomenon of super-heating can occur any time liquid is heated and will occur particularly when the vessel is new, or when heating a small amount of liquid (less than half a cup). The liquid heats faster than the vapour bubbles can form and if the cup is very new, it is unlikely to have any small surface scratches inside it that will provide a place for the bubbles to form. As the bubbles cannot form and release some of the heat that has built up, the liquid does not appear to boil and the liquid continues to heat up past its boiling point. When bumped, the shock causes the bubbles to rapidly form and expel the hot liquid (in much the same way as a shaken can of Coke or fizzy water will ‘spew’ its contents).
INFORMATION

There are 1409 actual households in the Parish of Willand and 2577 people registered to vote. With Parish and District Council elections in May 2011, we may well find those 2577 people provide a very significant influence in the way our interests are catered for over the coming four years.
A good life is hard work.
CHANGES TO MID DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL PUBLIC NOTICES
From Friday 3rd December, all Mid Devon District Council Public Notices, including Planning Notices (Notification list of applications received; Weekly Planning Register) and Licensing Notices will be published in the weekly Mid Devon Star free newspaper and NOT the Gazette series of weekly papers..
The Mid Devon Star is delivered door-to-door to certain households in Tiverton, Cullompton, Sampford Peverell and Willand or you can pick up a copy at selected retail outlets across Mid Devon. To find out your nearest retail outlet or for further information, please call the Council’s Communications team on 01884 234205.  

All District Council Public Notices are also available to view on the Council’s website www.middevon.gov.uk  For the Weekly Planning Register see Planning – Related Pages on our website. 
Better to be stung by a nettle than an insult.
NEW YEAR - NEW VICAR

A few days beyond the deadline for the last issue of this magazine, some 280 people attended the Rev. Anna Norman-Walker's farewell service of Holy Communion for all ages at Willand Village Hall on Sunday 17th October. Many from the village joined regular worshippers at St Mary's, along with groups from the Mission Community Churches that Anna served in Uffculme and Kentisbeare.   Prebendary Lynda Barley and Rev. Selina Garner joined Anna as she celebrated communion in which over 240 shared.

The service was followed by a finger buffet lunch in the Church Hall, at which farewell gifts were presented to all the Norman-Walker family.  We are grateful to God for their four years in Willand and pray His blessing on their life in Exeter and on Anna's new ministry serving the Diocese of Exeter as the Diocesan Missioner. We plan for a group from Willand to visit the Cathedral for Anna's installation as a Residentiary Canon on Sunday 16th January 2011 at 3pm. Please contact one of the church wardens if you would like to be included in the visit.

We are well into the process of working with the Archdeacon and other church leaders to secure the appointment of the next Vicar of Willand, who will also lead the Culm Valley Mission Community. The programme ahead includes national advertisement of the vacancy in the New Year, leading to interviews in late February. We will keep everyone posted on progress through this magazine.

Christmas is fast approaching and we invite you to St Mary's for the children's Crib and Christingle Service at 4pm on Christmas Eve, the Midnight Communion at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve and the Christmas Day Service at 10.15am with Rt. Rev. Robert Evens, the Bishop of Crediton.

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

                          The Church Wardens, Peter Thornton & Norman Snell.

LETTER TO THE ED.
Dear Mr Holmes,  I have been forwarded your email by PC RICH in respect of the partnership operation in Cullompton earlier in the month. Firstly, I thank you for reading the newspaper article and for your interest. The Police service is often accused of keeping the results of their work secret from the public they serve. With the figures in mind, it was my intention to reassure community members of Cullompton that we were significantly below the national average when it comes to unlicensed vehicles (6% nationally in 2007 according to DVLA figures, less than 1% in Cullompton during the operation).

I have read the article myself and I am sorry that it reads that 2594 vehicles were stopped during the operation.  I can confirm that only vehicles flagged as ‘unlicensed’ on the DVLA computer were stopped and not as the newspaper article wrongly states that all vehicles were stopped.  This came to a total of 9 vehicles stopped during the two days. We were pleasantly surprised by the very low ‘hit rate’.  

All officers involved in this operation were only engaged as such for its duration and reverted back to their normal duties afterwards.  The operation was arranged by myself (the only salaried staff member dedicated to the operation) and my colleagues - two Special Constables and two Police Staff Volunteers (all of whom gave their own un-paid time to the operation).

The DVLA provided two members of their staff and the operation was passively supervised and authorized by Sergeant STUTHRIDGE, who whilst engaged in his day-to-day workload is routinely in command of operations delivered by the Neighbourhood Policing Team.  This is the first time in more than three years we have run this partnership operation with our colleagues at DVLA.  I hope you will agree  this operation was good use of our voluntary staff’s time and join me in thanking them for their commitment. Should you wish to use this ‘good news’ article in your Parish Magazine I would be most grateful for the chance to reassure your readers of the incredibly high compliance rate of motorists in the Culm Valley, compounding the already incredibly lower-than-average crime rates. Thanks again for your interest.
                              Adrian LEGG.Police Community Support Officer 30181 

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME.  
The good news! In the ten years this scheme has been running we have accepted and processed green garden waste given to us by the community of Willand.  Together we have prevented 450 tonnes of waste going to landfill.  That has to be a good thing!

Not only has the Willand Community Compost Scheme (WCCS) provided the people of Willand with good quality compost. We have also made donations that have benefited the community, such as our Christmas lights, Village hall kitchen refurbishment, Willand Rovers youth football team, Willand Youth club, Church hall refurbishment, Help for Heroes, Willand Primary school and and Pre-school and the British Legion 

The WCCS is run by volunteers, people who live in the community giving their time for nothing and putting something back into the community. We are always looking for new recruits, so if you can spare a couple of hours every month (week days or Sundays) please call Tony Mander on 821174.
The bad news! Our normally happy band of volunteers are not so happy at the moment. This is because certain individuals are treating the composting site as if it was a rubbish tip!  These people are dumping all sorts of unwanted rubbish in with the green waste and this is causing us a lot of extra and often hard work removing it.  The site has many signs indicating what waste types we can and cannot accept. The bays are clearly marked, making it easier for you to correctly deposit the correct waste in the correct place. 

We want to go on turning more and more of your waste into lovely compost. Together we are doing some wonderful things for our community. But as usual
 it’s the few spoiling it for the many.

Please Note: during the winter months there may be some Sundays when the site is open for one hour only (10.00 – 11.00), for vehicle access. But please note pedestrian access will always be open. 

The volunteers at the WCCS would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy green composting 2011. Kevan Davies.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

13 of our members enjoyed our annual meal at the Waterloo Cross in October. We were entertained with a demonstration of flower arranging, some of which used sprouts and leeks to very good effect. The resulting arrangements went into the raffle. Our AGM is on 8th December, where we will enjoy wine and mince pies after seeing a slide show of National Trust gardens and electing the committee. There is then a break until March, when we start our 2011 programme.
For further details about the Garden Club and Show, please, email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a short message on my answerphone.
                                                         Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – LETTER TO THE ED.

Brian – I would like to pass on my sincere thanks to those people who agreed to my request for door-to-door collection for the Poppy Appeal. As you know, this was my first attempt at organising this collection and due to the efforts of Neil Evans, Hazel Sheppard, Alison & Alanna Maunder, Kath Davis, Clare Colman, Judi Foster, Shane Coffey and Val Newbury, together with the money from Shop sales, a magnificent total of £1774.12 was raised for the Appeal. Can I also pass on my sincere thanks to Willand residents for their kindness and support.                                                                            Claire Davey
Smoke signals are now considered unsociable.
IT’S ARRIVED!!
SalsaDX comes to Willand, with a free adult taster class for beginners on Monday 10th January, 6-7pm in the School Hall. A 5-week course will start the following week.  To register your name for this or to find out about existing classes in Tiverton, Wellington and Cullompton,  please contact Maria on 07866 677697 or email maria@salsadx.com.
Are you a cook or an ingredients expert?
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
We have had a few problems with our flat roof so will be carrying out major repairs in the spring. Our drains took a bit of a battering with the torrential rain, but they have now been cleared and should be able to cope a bit better. There are several activities taking place in the Hall at present which may be of interest to some of you. Apart from the usual regular clubs like Short Mat Bowls, Cameo, Folk Dance and Over 60’s there are Upholstery and Flower Arranging Classes, Keep Fit, Karate and Martial Arts. There will be a new dog training course starting on Monday 10th January – phone Alicia on 07977 128514 for more details. You can get more information on these from Hazel Newman or me.

Our Christmas Bingo was held on what must have been the coldest night of the year so far and was well attended. Thanks to Frances Wilcox for calling, John Holmes and Brian Thomas for calling back, Edith Patterson for helping with the raffle and those who helped clear up at the end.

                                                          Carol Allan, Village Hall Treasurer

TREES IN WILLAND 

My name is David Ritchie and the Parish Council has accepted my offer to be a voluntary tree warden for the village.  I live in the Willand Moor Road area of the village, and have been concerned that the young trees planted when the houses were first built, needed attention.  The tree ties had become too tight and needed loosening or removing.  The MDDC Tree Officer has visited the area with me, and we are taking action to protect these young trees.

The magnificent mature trees in Willand help to make it such an attractive village.  There is also a small wood owned and managed by The Woodland Trust adjacent to Meadow Park/Silver Street, as well as the attractive hedges along Jaycroft.  As a relative newcomer to Willand, there is a lot for me to discover about these features and other areas in the village.

 

Large trees, when they are too near houses, can be a concern for residents.  Problems such as this, if the tree is protected by a Tree Preservation Order, should be referred to the Tree Officer at MDDC, Cathy Lynch (email clynch@middevon.gov.uk tel: 01884 234356).  Other trees alongside roads or cycle paths may be the responsibility of the landowner or the County Council.

 

There are various charities who are concerned with trees, and The Tree Council in London is the UK's co-ordinating body.  The Tree Council initiated the scheme for voluntary tree wardens in villages and towns; there are now about 8,000 of us in the UK.  I have taken a life-long interest in trees both in this country and overseas, and I look forward to fulfilling the role of a voluntary tree warden in Willand, with the help of others in the village who care about them. If you wish to contact me on any matter, my email address is margaretdave@btinternet.com and home telephone is 01884 822977.
                                                                                              David Ritchie
The pen is mightier than the sword but the 

camera is mightier than either.

	SNOW AND ICE ON PAVEMENTS AND PUBLIC SPACES 
This guide is designed to help you to act in a neighbourly way by safely clearing snow and ice from pavements and public spaces. Some people, however, have been deterred from taking action to clear pavements and other public spaces because they feared they might be sued. There is no law preventing you from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your property, pathways to your property or public spaces. It is very unlikely that you would face any legal liability, as long as you are careful, and use common sense to ensure that you do not make the pavement or pathway clearly more dangerous than before. People using areas affected by snow and ice also have responsibility to be careful themselves. Practical advice from highway engineers is given below, although this is not a comprehensive list: 
Start early: it is much easier to remove fresh, loose snow compared to compacted ice that has been compressed by people walking on it. 

Do not use hot water. This will melt the snow, but may replace it with black ice, increasing the risk of injury. 

If shovelling snow, consider where you are going to put it, so that it does not block paths or drainage channels. This could shift the problem elsewhere. 

Make a path down the middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have a clear surface to walk on. Then you can shovel the snow from the centre to the sides. 

Spreading some salt on the area you have cleared will help to prevent any ice forming. Table salt or dishwasher salt will work, but avoid spreading on plants or grass as they may be damaged by it. A few grams (a tablespoon) for each square metre you clear should work. The salt found in salting bins will be needed for keeping roads clear. 

Particular care and attention should be given to steps and steep gradients to ensure snow and ice is removed. You might need to apply additional salt to these areas. 

Use the sun to your advantage. Removing the top layer of snow will allow the sun to melt any ice beneath; however you will need to cover any ice with salt to stop it refreezing overnight. 

If there is no salt available, a little sand or ash is a reasonable substitute. It will not have the same de-icing properties as salt but should offer grip under foot. 

An independent review of the transport sector’s response to the severe weather of 2009/10 recommended that the Department for Transport should publish this note on good practice for members of the public in clearing snow and ice from footways and other public spaces. The Local Government Association published a report on behalf of Councils which reached the same conclusion. The Government is committed, as a key part of the Big Society agenda, to remove the barriers which may unnecessarily prevent people from helping themselves and those around them.


	

	

	POLICE CADETS
Hello, my name is Zoe Harrison.  I am a police cadet and I joined the Mid Devon Police Cadets after I saw it advertised in the local paper. I was very excited when I received a letter to say that I had been chosen and now have a lot more knowledge about the police force than I did before. I would definitely recommend it to any teenagers who are thinking about joining the police force in later life.

 

Police Cadets started in September 2009. There were over 100 applicants, where 30 were chosen. An induction day at Middlemoor was where they met the other cadets and officers and had an opportunity to see the Helicopter up close, a police dog in action and did some fitness training. 
The unit meets every other Thursday and work through different activities, which include drill, phonetic alphabet, and using the radios. They are led by PSCOs Mel Smith, Dave Waller and Dion Howells.  The cadets wear a uniform and are expected to wear it on all cadet occasions. It is funded by the cadets doing fundraising activities and donations from the local councils. The cadets have completed a first aid course and they help pack bags at Cullompton Tesco and Tiverton Morrisons over the Christmas period, where they raise money to buy additional Cadet Uniforms. 

 

The Cadets attended St Georges Day parade last April, where the public could see them all in uniform marching in Tiverton High Street. They also attended the Mayors Parade in Tiverton in May, where they marched with the Mayor to and from Tiverton Church, where a church service was held.  The cadets have also helped out at Tiverton Police Station’s open day. They and officers from Lowman House spoke to members of the public about different vehicles used in the force and showed them around the traffic car, a police car, a riot van, and a police van. They also had a lot of young children who had their fingerprints taken and had a copy to take home and keep. 



A PLEA

If anyone has a largish copy, or knows of someone who has a print or image of the Willand logo, designed by the Primary School, will they please contact the Parish Council Chairman, Ray Ursell.
PEOPLE URGED TO CHOOSE WELL THIS WINTER
NHS Devon is asking people in Mid Devon to “choose well” over the winter by using NHS services wisely.  People are being urged to use the most appropriate medical service, whether that be from a pharmacy, out-of-hours GP or a minor injuries unit. Every time someone goes to an emergency department and is discharged without needing further treatment, the cost to the NHS is £124.  Research has shown that as many as one in four visits to emergency departments are unnecessary.  

Dr Virginia Pearson, director of public health at NHS Devon, said it was important that people consider their options. “There are a range of NHS services available for people to choose from when they become ill or have an accident. We want people to think twice before they visit emergency departments or dial 999 as these are for life threatening and emergency conditions only. There are plenty of healthcare options – other than emergency services - and we are asking people to use these if they don’t feel it is an emergency.”  

Karen Stuthridge, sister of the minor injuries unit at Tiverton hospital, said that people could also help themselves by ensuring they have a well-stocked medical cabinet. “It always pays to be prepared,” she said. “It is certainly worth buying cold remedies, paracetamol, indigestion relief and plasters so you can treat yourselves or your family without leaving home.”

For illnesses or injuries that won’t go away you should contact your local GP. If you become ill outside of normal surgery hours you can also contact the out-of-hours medical service on 0845 6710 270.  Your local pharmacy can provide confidential, expert advice and treatment for a range of common illness and complaints. To find your nearest pharmacy you can go to www.nhs.uk or text ‘pharmacy’ to 64746 to receive three free texts with details of your nearest pharmacies. Alternatively you can look in your phone directory. 

Minor injuries units at community hospitals are led by specialist trained nurses and are open every day, some providing a 24 hour service.  For more details on your local minor injuries unit or for advice and information about any healthcare issue 24-hours a day contact NHS Direct on 0845 4647.   Full details of NHS services are available in the Yellow Pages or on NHS Devon’s website www.devonpct.nhs.uk. NHS Choices also provides a full list of common illness, injuries, symptoms and advice via www.nhs.uk 
WILLAND SINGERS
By the time you read this, the Willand Singers will have entertained residents in Somerville House, celebrated their own Christmas lunch and entertained diners in the Willand Restaurant AND raised money for Devon Air Ambulance by singing at the Half Way House . We are certainly kept busy!

Next term we are MOVING to Tuesday evenings, still in the Church Hall BUT from 8pm until 9.30 pm. Our first rehearsal will be TUESDAY  11th January. If you would like to join this small but very friendly choir and make your voice count … then please either come along or ring Julie on 821381 to find out more.                                                       Julie De’Ath Lancaster.
A borrowed moment is more exciting than an allocated time.
NEWS FROM COLDHARBOUR MILL
A very sincere THANK YOU to everyone who supported events at the Mill this year. We wish you all a very happy New Year and hope to see you at our events in 2011.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - forthcoming events at/ in aid of the Mill:

Wednesday  26th  January:  

The Friends of the Mill will hold their WINTER QUIZ with Quizmaster Peter Walter at Uffculme Village Hall at 7.30 pm (doors open 7pm).   Admission £6 with buffet supper - please bring your own drinks.  Phone 01884 840359 by Weds. 19th January to book in your team of four, or just come along on the night and join in !   Car parking available by Magelake Hall, about 5 mins walk from the Village Hall. 

Friday 18th  February: 

The Friends of the Mill invite you to an illustrated talk - PICTURES FROM CHINA  with Jim Tilden in the Old Stables at the Mill at 7.30 pm (doors open 7pm).  Admission £6 with buffet supper - soft drinks & wine available for purchase.  Please park in Mill yard.

Wednesday 16th  March: Friends of Coldharbour Mill Annual General Meeting in the Old Stables at the Mill - 7 for 7.30 pm. 
Winter closing:  please note that the Mill will be closed for staff holidays until Sunday 9th  January 2011 & open 10am-4pm Mon-Fri only until the end of March.    The Mill Shop:   will be closed until Tues 11th  January, then open Mon – Sat 10am - 4pm.   For more information phone 01884 841442.                                                                         
The Gill Box Restaurant:   will continue to be open from 31st December 7 days a week 10am-4pm, with evening opening on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 6.30pm. For more information or to make a booking (only required for a large group), phone free on 0800 3893859. For more information about Coldharbour Mill, its educational programme, events and products, visit the website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  or phone the Mill office on 01884 840960.                                                                                   Susan Wasfi
CAMEO

We have been very busy since my last report. After all our preparations for the "Help for Heroes" appeal the result made it all worthwhile and we raised £535 at the Coffee Morning and we want to thank everyone who gave us donations, contributions to the stalls and came and supported us - we knew you would all turn up trumps as you always do. Following the sad death of one of our members, Pat Starnes, we have decided to make the Alzheimers Society our Autumn charity next year.  
We welcomed four visitors to our meeting in November and they could not have chosen a better evening to come as we had a superb speaker from the Met. Office in Exeter - he was obviously one of their top men as he usually lectures at Universities. He was so interesting and we did not realise all the  work they do worldwide.  All the emergency services rely on them for up-to-date information, so they can prepare for flood disasters and hazardous road conditions.  The Armed services depend on them, supermarkets too, then they know whether to put out extra tins of soups and vegetables or ice cream and soft drinks. He was telling us about D.Day and how the armed forces were relying on the Met. Office to give them a four-day "window" of good weather, to help with the invasion. This actual information is still highly classified. We learned about global warming - the only thing we couldn't pin him down on was whether or not we were going to have a white Christmas - but looking out of my window now, maybe we are having it early.   
Despite the inclement weather the Walking Group have been out and about, mainly locally, but always helping the local cream industry!   Several members went to the Brewhouse Theatre in Taunton to see Twelfth Night given by the highly-talented Filter Company. They brought Shakespeare alive to the many schoolchildren in the audience and the adults wondered what was coming next! - did they really eat pizzas in Shakespeare's time?  The next theatre visit is to the Tiverton panto - not much change there then!  We are hoping to go to the Northcott Theatre in the New Year to see "Hamlet".  So many members wanted to go to "Waitrose" in Wellington for a look behind the scenes to see how a supermarket is run, that half of us must now wait until the Spring, but those who went said it was very interesting.
Once again the weather has beaten us and we had to cancel our December meeting because of the snow. We were disappointed as we had planned a Christmas party with lots of food and jollities.  However, after we have heard our Speaker in January, Mr. Coleman, who will be talking about the island of St. Kilda, we plan to have our Christmas raffle and entertainment.   We have a couple of vacancies in our Group at the moment and if you think you might like to come along and see what we are about, we meet in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of every month at 7.15. and you will be assured of a very warm welcome - however - this is not a Group for the fainthearted as we are always very busy with outings and activities we arrange throughout the month. Finally, CAMEO ladies wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.                                                                              Betty Penberthy. 
MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE.
We are planning a launch event for the new Saturday stopping point.  Clive Pig...the Storyfella will be doing a children's storytelling event in the Village Hall on 8th January from 10:30am - 11:15am.  There is also going to be a free prize draw on the launch day - if you join at the Willand Saturday stop on that day, you will be entered into a free prize draw to win a bag of children's books. The local Cameo Club will be doing 'warming winter drinks' at the launch event as well. (New timetable, from Jan 4th,  is inside the rear cover – Ed)
 

We are also going to be running a countywide free prize draw - if you join the mobile library on any Saturday during January and February, you will be entered into a free prize draw to win tickets to a top Devon attraction. If you need any further details, please let me know.              Lucy Gough, D.C.C.
A half-read book is as unsatisfactory as a half-eaten sandwich.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL.
At the beginning of November, Year 5 and 6 were fortunate enough to complete a first aid course run by Heartstart. They learnt how to save someone’s life and lots of other first aid skills. Everyone enjoyed doing the course and got a certificate.
Willand School joined in the Pudsey Party on 19th November! Every year we give to the Children in Need charity; it feels good to support children who are less well off than us.  This year the theme was, ‘Show Your Spots.’  Everyone looked very spotty and donated to the charity.  We raised a whopping £236.38! 

Our school is sportier than ever before!  This term many matches have been played and we have done remarkably well! Here are the results:

Football:  Willand Primary 5-0 Honiton, Willand Primary 4-1 Duchy. Basketball:  Willand Primary 0-10 Duchy,  Willand Primary 10-2 St.Andrews,  Willand Primary 10-6 Plymtree,  Willand Primary 2-6 Clyst Hydon. In athletics, we came joint third with Clyst Hydon out of 6 schools and everyone had a good time.  We will update you with other results in the Spring Term.
The whole school enjoyed their second Maths week, after last year’s was such a success. Parents were invited to come and watch, (and join in) our interactive, fun Maths lessons.  KS1 made, and took home, bead strings while KS2 received times tables squares to use at home and in class.  Thank you to all parents who joined us. The children thoroughly enjoyed sharing their lessons with you.
On Friday 26th November we held our annual Christmas Fayre.  There were plenty of fun and games to get you in the Christmas spirit!  Everyone in the village was invited; we were glad they could all come.  There was Santa in his Grotto where all of the children could visit him and collect a Christmas gift and this year it was even better because there was a queue system!  Year 6 made up their own games for the Fayre to practise enterprise skills! In their classrooms they took a long time designing games and decorating them. Year 6 contributed £110.96 to the staggering total of approximately £1200.  It was a fantastic night and there were lots of prizes to be won!  Thank you to all of the parents who helped run the stalls and donated items for the Fayre.

On December 8th and 9th Key Stage One performed their nativity play “ The Angels That Couldn’t Fly”. The singing ensured this was once again a marvellous festive occasion.  We hope you have all have a Happy and peaceful time this Christmas and we wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year.

                                           Olivia, Holly, Sam, Niamh, Liam and Haydn
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all!!   First of all we can report on a highly successful exhibition back in November. Initially, we were concerned that the freezing temperatures might keep the visitors away but we need not have worried – we were kept busy for the two hours we were open (and a bit longer!). We gathered many new snippets of information, were handed unseen documents (a number of interesting property deeds) and we are pleased to welcome two new members of Friends of Willand History Group. Once again we would like to thank Robin Sellwood, Derek Rowe and the Sanders family, who provided the majority of the material for the event.  We would also like to thank everyone from the Methodist Chapel for the support we receive from their coffee mornings (and of course the welcome supply of teas, coffees and biscuits!).
This year is our Tenth Anniversary!! Ten years ago, in 2001, a room full of curious villagers gathered at the Halfway House to listen to a talk on ‘landscape archaeology’ by Bill Horner, the Devon County Council archaeologist.  A list was made that evening of those brave people who were interested in forming a local history ‘society’.  With more enthusiasm than expertise, we set ourselves to this task and the rest, as they say, is history!  Here we are ten years later with a number of notable achievements under our belt – an ever-expanding archive of Willand related material and research, many exhibitions, numerous visits to historic sites around Willand, a parish boundary walk, an associated group of Friends of Willand History Group, a quarterly newsletter and last but not least a published book on the history of Willand – The Book of Willand: From Domesday to Millennium, 2007. 

We are planning a programme of events to commemorate this milestone and already looking forward to the – 2011 Exhibition!  This time the main theme of the exhibitions will be Anniversaries, Celebrations and Achievements in Willand. Consequently we are looking for photos and documents that relate to any kind of anniversary or celebration that has occurred in the parish – a few examples might be: major village events such as Royal Coronations/Jubilees, scenes of Willand Carnival, anniversaries of other clubs and organisations, occasions when Willand Rovers or other parish sports have been victorious, family anniversaries or personal achievements, etc.  Can you help?
For those of you who are interested in learning more about Willand’s history in the comfort of your own homes, there are still copies of The Book of Willand. available at the price of £19.99 from several village outlets, in local bookshops, or by ordering through the History Group.
Finally, in late November we were saddened to hear of the passing away of Charlie Copp. He grew up in Willand with the Dart family and had many happy memories of that time as part of a close village community, or later when working at Bramber Engineering. He was another of those who supported History Group activities, passing on those memories, lending us treasured photos or providing a happy face at our exhibitions. Charlie was a real character with a memorable sense of humour - ever-cheerful, he will be sadly missed by all those who knew him.
                   James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

Reality – an illusionary state resulting from a 

deficiency of alcohol in the bloodstream.
AND FINALLY
Another issue finished – the fifteenth year in this format, after a folded piece of A3 in November 1995. And the one-liner above was the first we ever had. We have a great deal of satisfaction putting together these bi-monthly issues, although without a very dependable band of regular contributors and ‘one-offs’, very flexible and patient printers, cheerful and conscientious deliverers and both the loyal ‘old’ and eagerly waiting set of ‘new’ advertisers, the task would be much more difficult. A very sincere thank you and Seasonal Best Wishes to everyone concerned with the construction, creation and delivery of the Willand Magazine, enabling it to achieve its original aim to create communication amongst the residents. 
WILLAND DIARY            
December
Saturday          18th   Folk Dance Club Christmas Dance          W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Tuesday          21st   Willand Rovers Bingo                                W.V.H., 7.30pm  

Friday             31st   Folk Dance Club New Year’s Eve Celeb.  W.V.H., 8.00pm
January 2011
Tuesday            4th  Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H.,  7.30pm

Thursday          6th  CAMEO                                                     W.V.H.,  7.15pm

Saturday           8th   Folk Dance Club Dance                            W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Monday         10th   New Dog Training Sessions.                      W.V.H. 

Tuesday         11th   Willand Village Hall Bingo                       W.V.H.,  7.30pm

Tuesday         18th   Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H.,  7.30pm

Thursday       13th   Over 60’s Club                                           W.V.H.,  2.15pm

Thursday       13th   Folk Dance Clubnight                                W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Friday            21st   Cowgirl Twisters                                        W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Thursday       27th   Folk Dance Clubnight                                W.V.H.,  8.00pm         

Monday         31st   Culm District Flower Club                         W.V.H.,  2.00pm
February
Tuesday          1st   Willand Rovers Bingo                                 W.V.H.,  7.30pm

Thursday        3rd    CAMEO                                                     W.V.H.,  7.15pm

Tuesday         8th   Willand Village Hall Bingo                         W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Thursday      10th   Over 60’s Club                                            W.V.H.,  2.15pm

Thursday      10th    Folk Dance Clubnight                                 W.V.H.,  8.00pm

FRIDAY     11th    CUT-OFF  FOR  INPUT  TO  THE  MARCH  MAG.
Tuesday       15th   Willand Rovers Bingo                                 W.V.H.,  7.30pm

Saturday       12th    Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning                W.V.H., 10.15am     

Saturday       12th   Folk Dance Club Dance                              W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Friday           18th   Cowgirl Twisters                                         W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Thursday      24th   Folk Dance Clubnight                                 W.V.H.,  8.00pm
March
Tuesday         1st    Willand Rovers Bingo                                 W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Tuesday         8th       Willand Village Hall Bingo                        W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Wednesday    9th       Willand Garden Club                                  W.V.H., 7.30pm
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Willand Parish Council

Village Consultation

The Gables – is this the end?

Please take the time to remove this page from the magazine, complete the questionnaire and return it to one of the following collection points:
Willand Post Office

Esso garage/Spar Shop

One Stop Shop

St Mary’s Church

Willand Primary School

Willand Pre-School

Halfway House Public House
Willand Garage
Culm Vale Filling Station
The Gables – is this the end?

The Gables has been used for many purposes, the most recent being as a home for disadvantaged children.  It has also been used by local organisations to hold events. Many of you that have had close association with it hold strong views on the building and what should happen to it in the immediate future.  So, where are we at the moment?


Devon County Council owns the Gables it and it is currently for sale.  Any proceeds from the sale will therefore go to DCC.

There are Tree Preservation Orders on several trees in the grounds, which will influence planning proposals.

The Gables appears to have some kind of heritage status, which may affect planning decisions.  We are investigating what this may mean.

Mid Devon District Council will make the final decision on any planning application.

Willand Parish Council will be consulted and can comment and make recommendations on any applications.  Our role is to focus on the effect of development on the village.  We represent the views of the village.  This is why we are asking for your views.

When the site is sold, the purchaser will need to submit a planning application if the site is to be developed.  Possible options which could be proposed by a developer are:
 

Keeping the existing building:

Refurbish the building for use as residential, commercial, retail, or for local community facilities.
Refurbish the building and build residential properties in the grounds.
Demolishing the building

Demolish the building and replace with a modern community building, together with building in the grounds

Demolish the building and build residential properties on the whole site.
These are just a few of the options available.

Questionnaire (please answer in the space below the questions)

1) What is your name (optional) and the road you live in?  We will not use any personal information for any purpose other than this Village Consultation.

2) What would you like to see happen to the Gables?
3) Why?





4) What community facilities should be provided, if that is an option?





5) Should any building on the site include affordable housing?





6) Can you suggest other options?





7) Should we hold a public meeting to explore this further?

Why not join us?

Would you like to support your village community in a practical way?

Do you have any knowledge and experience which may benefit the community?.

Why not become a Parish Councillor or a Support Volunteer.

Parish Council meetings are held as follows:
Second Thursday in the month at 7:00pm – Full Council meeting, followed by a Planning meeting if there are applications to consider.

Fourth Thursday in the month at 7:00pm – Environment meeting, followed by a planning meeting if there are applications to consider.

We have eight councillors at present, with three vacancies.

We have just accepted David Ritchie as a voluntary Tree Warden.  David has the knowledge and experience and has offered this to the village. He is not a Parish Councillor but acts as a Support Volunteer.

Can you help?

Please contact us via our Parish Clerk as follows;
Clerk to Parish Council

Mrs T Leaman

11 Cornlands

Sampford Peverell,

Tiverton, Devon

EX16 7UA 01884 821736

Email: willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk

Or alternatively, please speak to any of the existing Parish Councillors.
Thank you for reading this leaflet and we do hope you will complete and post the form into one of the boxes provided at the listed locations. 
